Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



SLAVMY,CAPTraTI&c 



j.brADSBY". 




f 



^ t 



EY. 



• • • • • • 



• • • • • • 



> • • • • • 
lation 



• •• • 



m 



r 



SLAVERY, CAPTIVITY, 

ADOPTION, REDEMPTION, 

BIBLICALLY, ORIENTALLY, & PERSONALLY 

CONSIDERED. 



IXCLVDIXO 



AN EPITOME OF MY AUTOBIOGEAPHY, 



WITH 



§MtaI anb 0mnhl JUustratimts. 



By JOHN GADSBY, 

AUTHOR OF "3IT WANDERINOS,*' ** A VISIT TO MOUNT SINAI," 

KTC..TC. ^\31a^^. 

' 08JI d3S • 

SECOND BDITION-KBVISED\fo^^^ -^^^/^ 



LONDON : • 

OADSBY, 18, BOUVERTE STREET, FLEET STREET. ' 

1876, 
-finw M. s€ioed; It. tWthfuMh^ gilt leUera, both po»\ J^e** ^ 



LONDON : 

CLAYTC/N AND CO., TEMPLE PRINTISO W0RX8, 

BOUVKRIE STREET, FLEET 8TRBET. 



. A .^Ai) 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I.— INTRODUCTORY. 



Introductory ... 



PAGE 



••■ ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••■ ••• 



CHAPTER II.— SLAVERY. 



••• ••• ••• 



• • • • • • 



Slaves to Sin ... 

A Restraining Power 

The Power of Temptation 

Slavery in the East, Present and Past 

Slaves Exalted 

The Jews in Bondage ... 



• m ••• ••• ••• ••• 



•• ••• ••• ••• 



••• ••• ••< 



•«• ••• ••• ••• ••« ••• 



• •• 

• • • 



• • • 

• • • 

• • • 



t • • • • • 



••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 



7 
11 
14 

17 
22 
26 



CHAPTER III.— CAPTIVITY. 



Slavery and Cf^ptivity Di^ti^t 27 

Captivity of the Mind 80 

Captivity through Doubts and Fears and Tribulation 32 

Captivity through Backsliding 84 

Deliverance from Captivity , 41 



CHAPTER IV.-r-ADOPTJQH. 



Ancient and Modem Customs 
Princes and Priests... 
Sons and Daughters 

Heirship 

Family Registers ... 
Adoption Unmerited 

Gratitude 

The New Name, the White Stone 

Manna ... 
Abba Father .. 
A Father's Care 
The Witness .. 



• « • • • 



• • • • • 



• • • • • 



• • • • • 



••• ••• ••• •• 



• « • • • 



rv 



> • • • • • • • 



Waiting for the Adoption . 
The Bride, the Lamb's >Wii© 



• •■ *• 9 ••• ••• 



• • • • • • 



••• ••• ••• ••• 



••• «•• ••• 



••• ••• ••• ••• 



••• «•• «•• ••• 

, and the Hidden 



••• ••• ••• 



••• ••• ••• ••• 



••• ••• ••• ••• 



«»* *** %*' 



% 

60 
61 
55 
68 
60 

69 
72 

76 



IV CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER v.— SLAVES TAUGHT THE 
RELIGION OF THEIR MASTERS. p^^E 

Convinced of Sin 83 

Convinced of Righteousness and of Judgment 93 

The Comforter. — The Remembrancer 95 

Love and Himiility 97 

Law and Gospel 98 

CHAPTER VI.— REDEMPTION. 

Slavery, or Captivity, before Manifested Redemption 106 

Christ's Sufferings and Death 107 

Christ Died for the Ungodly — Jews and Gentiles ... 113 

Redeemed &om being under the Law 116 

Redeemed from the Power of Sin. — Sin Put Away ... 120 
•Redeemed to God. — The Mercy- Seat 121 

CHAPTER VII.— SACRIFICES. 
The Jewish Law 123 

CHAPTER VIII.— FREE PARDON.— 
JUSTIFICATION.— PEACE. 

free jrarciou ... ... ... ... ... •*• ... ... ... j.^i 

ti usxinca vion .«. ••• .*• ... ... ... ■•> .«. ••• jlox 

jreaoe... .•■ ... ... ... ... •.• ... ■•% ... ... xoo 

CHAPTER IX.— ENCOURAGEMENT. 

Xjooking Back • ... ... ... 134 

Looking Forward 189 



SLAVERY, CAPTIVITY, ADOPTION, 
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CHAPTER I.— INTRODUCTORY. 

The following remarks, with the excexDtion of some 
alterations and very many additions, were originally 
prepared by me for the people of the Shetland Isles. 
The Shetlands are the most northerly part of the 
British dominions. Between them and the North 
Pole, in a direct line, there is no land; at least, none 
has been discovered. Iceland is farther north, but it 
is not direct north, but N.W. I have visited the. 
Shetlands several times. The poor people live prin- 
cipally by fishing and knitting. The islands are so 
exposed to storms that even cabbages will not grow 
unless protected by moderate fences. A few oats are 
produced, but the crops are miserably poor. Sheep, 
however, do well, and their wool is peculiarly soft. 
Of this the people knit their shawls, well known as 
" Shetland shawls." These and their fish they ex- 
change for articles of food and clothing, though the 
great mass of the people live principally upon fish, 
potatoes, cabbages, oatmeal, and tea. They are alto- 
gether a superior race to the Irish cottiers, though, 
like them, they live in miserable hovels, their fowls 
and pigs forming part of the family. The minister 
(now deceased) of the Established Church* at Unst, 

* When I speak of the Established Church, I mean of Scot- 
land. The Shetlanders are aU good and true Protestants. I 
lectured twice in the Established Church at TJnst, and five 
times in the Free Church at Lerwick, in each instance for the 
benefit of the poor ; and I and my family, aided by friends who 
have been purchasers in England, have had from the poor 
people upwards of JB200 worth of shawls, mits, &c. When a 
lew soTereigns were put into the hands of one old man, for 
goods worked by his family, he cried like a child, saying he 
bad never in his life had so much money in. lai^ YvkoAs* ^>5^ '^""^^ 
time before. The truth is, the ^eo^\e^ t^x^^^ ^^^^k^ss^«5 t^,«^^ 
or very UUle, all traffic being caxrieSL o\i. \>^ >o«ct'^'^^ \ ^^^ ^^^ 
aU the lajidlords, or lairds, axa tx\xc\is\.«it«»« ^ 
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a most worthy man, who hospitably entertained me 
and my family, once showed me a miserable ruined 
cart-shed; and this was the house of a poor female 
pauper, upwards of 70 years of age ; and all that she 
received from the parish was sixpence a month, — 
three halfpence a week ! I fear the poor thing will 
miss her late minister. 

When I visited these islands in 1869, I was soli- 
cited to give an address in the Wesleyan and Inde- 
pendent chapels at Lerwick; but declined, as I could 
not fix upon a subject which I thought would be 
suitable; but in July, 1863, when I again took 
steamer for those far-north spots, I went in some 
measure prepared. Here is the result. I gave the 
address on a Lord's day morning in the Wesleyan 
chapel, and in the evening in the Independent. 

Though the remarks are, for thq more payt, in the 
third person plural, I trust ^ can say that, so far as 
my own experience is concerned, they migbt have 
been written in the first person singular. They 
may, indeed, be called, ** My Autobiography, with 
Biblical and Oriental Illustrations." 

For many years, since I first travelled in the East 
in 1847, 1 have made Biblical and Oriental Customs 
my study; and in hundreds of instances have I found 
the knowledge I have thus gleaned endear the Sacred 
Word to my soul, while I have felt my faith confirmed 
in its veracity, and my heart drawn out in thankful- 
ness to God for having given us such a Book, literal 
as well as spiritual, even his own Word and will; and 
the scores of testimonies I have had of a similar kind 
from others have been most cheering. 

The subject now before me, — Slavery, Adoption, &c. 
has been made peculiarly sweet to me; and though 
some of my readers may say I niight have gone more 
deeply into the subject, have soared higher in loftier 
strains of adoratioli, and have sunk low§r into the 
pit of hiiman depravity, I prefer speaking only that 
I know, to borrowing the experience of others, and so 
j)loughing with their heifers. And I may add that 
mjr object is more to exj^Jain certain customs referred 



SLAVEBY, CAPTIVITY, ETC. 7 

to in the Bible than to exhibit myself, or to exalt my- 
self as a deeply-tried or deeply-tanght man; which I 
have no wish to do. 

I have not confined myself either to experience or 
illustrations, but have spoken freely of doctrine; and 
I hope I can say I have not advanced anything which 
I do not fully believe, understand, and appreciate. 

I shall offer no apology for any remarks which, in 
the following little work, I may have borrowed from 
others. I have heard and read much ; and a man hears 
and reads to little good if he be not only himself bene- 
fited thereby, but able, in some degree, also to benefit 
others. 

But mark ! What I have said about myself I have 
borrowed from no man; and I may also say my *< il- 
lustrations" are my own. All who are familiar with 
my style of diction will readily acknowledge that this 
is true ; for, as I have said in another work, a man can 
almost as easily change his features as alter his style 
of writing. 

If the Lord, in his goodness, will condescend to 
make the little work as useful as, I believe, he has 
made some of my other writings, to Him be all the 
praise. If I have any gift as a writer or lecturer, I 
acknowledge Him as the sovereign Giver; and I 
trust I can in sincerity say Ifeel that I have nothing 
worth having which I have not undeservedly received. 

J. Gadsby. 

CHAPTEB II.— SLAVEBY. 
Slaves to Sin. 

It was the sun which shone on the 19th of No- 
vember, in the year 1808, which first shone upon 
me; if, indeed, the sun were visible at all in Man- 
chester on that day; a question exceedingly problem- 
atical, as my native town is not proverbial for sun- 
shinings, especially on a November day. 

Like the rest of the human race, I was **shapen 
in iniquity and conceived in sin" (Ps. li. 5); or^ && 
the margin reads, warmed in «im, \TR^'5»\rtQ.\^';?^."^^> 
nourished, sustained, in 6va>"--vQ. \^sx<& >^ou%e ^"L^n^.* 
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was the slave of Sin, just as those born in Abraham's 
house were Abraham's slaves. (Gen. xiv. 14 ; xv. 3.) 
Sin was my master. I ate and drank at his table and 
obeyed his commands. I was "under" him (Eom. 
iii. 9) ; and not under him merely as a hired servant, 
at liberty to leave his service upon giving due notice 
to quit, but I was ** concluded" under him (Gal. iii. 
22), under him for ever, unleE>s a Bedeemer could be 
found. I had, by my own **act and deed," ** sealed 
and delivered" the conveyance, or compact; and, so 
far as any power of my own could aid me, had no 
means of escape from its covenants or their conse- 
quences. As with Paul, so with me. I was ** sold 
under sin;" and gave proof that in my flesh dwelt 
no good thing. (Eom. iii. 14, 18.) I had sold myself 
by my iniquities. (Isa. 1. 1.) Ahab sold himself to 
work wickedness, but he could not, like Paul, and as, 
I trust, I have been enabled to say, in his inner man 
he delighted in the law of God. I was not only bom 
in sin, and compelled to remain in sin's service until 
I became of age, as it were; but I sold myself to him 
when I arrived at maturity, and did his work more 
readily after that than I had done while in my mi- 
nority. Just as was the case with the Israelites. A 
man might sell himself into slavery if he pleased; 
and though at the end of every seventh year he and 
all the other slaves could, by the law of Moses, claim 
their liberty,* yet if any said they loved their mas- 

* See Exod. xxi. 2 and Deut. xv. 12. It is quite clear, from 
Jer. xxxiv. 8-17, that the law was often broken. The master 
wonld not let his slave go free, but compelled him to remain 
with and serve him ; and if he resisted, then he put the yoke 
upon his neck, by way of punishment; therefore thus saith 
the Lord, '* Is not this the fast that I have chosen, to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ? " (Isa. Iviii. 6.) 
The rulers of the people took the law into their own hands, as 
Jer. V. 31, marginj reads. They, the rulers, encouraged oppres- 
sion of every Mnd, and the people loved to have it so. 

By the term **yoke " in 1 Kings xii. 4, Isa. ix. 4, Jer. xxx. 8, 
Acts XV. 10, and other parts of the Bible, we are not to under- 
stand merely a piece of wood which is sometimes put upon tiie 
neck of an animal to prevent its breaking through a fence, or 
a collar on a hoxBe or an ox to enable him to draw; but a 
jPain/aJ inBtmment of a ^rzangfolar form, which "waft'piit tightly 
j-ound the neck of a prisoner, and in the lowex pwt oi "vYawi 
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ters and wonld not go free, thea they were bonnd to 
their maetera dniiug the term of their oatntal lives. 
They were " concluded " uader them. Such must, 
however, be a voluntary act on the part of the slave. 
And BO it was with me. I was Satan'e slave, and 

on* ot hia arms was inaerCed. Wben he iriahed to bbbb Mb 
h from the weiglit of bis arm, then his arm become painfal 
■' " ■ toTioli' ■ --- ■--■ 




arm, then he had tc 

dJBtreBsingly upon the neck. ,, — 

bnt yet obtains no relief. This cnBtom still exists in Persia. 
And aometimeB this yoke \rai made of iron, and became so 
"grieTonB" that it litemlly "dcBtroyed" the wearer, (Dent, 
uriii. 48.) It was kept upon the neck, hcodless o( tlie <;^ 
snflerer'B cries, until he died a. most wjp-oIvlvmj, ^';'*-'C^ ^ 
have to wear a yoke, theroiocB, -wa-B lio '^iKii.'i. ■a«i™;j- -vvrw 
Cbiiat, "Take myyoke nvon -yom, lot V\i.iA I'i =^^ ^ux^ -«■*; 
noagoaijdvK pain with ifc.tmwuiR ■30'* fto^ii"' 
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loved his service well ; so well that it was my delight 
to remain with him and obey hin^ in most things ; 
and I should have lived and died in his service had 
not an almighty arm rescued me. 

All this time I was tolerably regular in my attend- 
ance at a place of worship, and almost everybody 
thought I was a very steady young mm I but my 
master did not trouble about this, ^atan has no 
objection whatever to his slaves attending church or 
chapel. Ho is quite willing, too, that they should 
be, as I sometimes was, liberal and charitable; and, 
indeed, sometipt^es fiy^n \l^es them to be so, as it 
serves to quiet ccmscieno^j but they are slaves, — 
merely whited sepulchres, all the time. 

Satan tried hard tp make Cl^rist sin; the Jews 
tried still harder, if pp^|i|)le; but all foiled. He knew 
no sin. He knew nQflfij ^heyefore coulfl not fall into 
it. No sin was in h|m. a|n was laid ^pon him, but 
it was not in hin^. (See (j|^$^p. YII.) 

Solomon says ^ere \% a *f tipae to bp born and a 
time to die! " la it nfnt pkange that l^fi ^pes not say, 
**And a time to liy^^- J^e might VOfj^y that there 
hardly is a time tp ^Tg; Qu^ lives apt^ SQ short. Sin 
made Adam try to ]iide hima^f frpi^ ^\^ ^aker, and 
a GonsciQusness of siu causes us to do th^ like, until 
we see thj^t there is forg^^f^^^^ ^^^^ Qp^^ ^P^ then, 

how gla4 we are tp thf ow ourijelves uppn ]i^a mercy ! 

1 have he^4 ^^^ speak of If ap smaU 4 ^^ ruin- 
ing the wort^'" Pid Adam thip^ it Wfrs ft small sin ? 

able to walk *f upright." (See Lev. xxvi. 18.) Solomon's yoke 
was heavy; but Eehoboam sa;d his should be heavier still. 
(1 Ki. xii. 11.) 

The yoke in Matt. xi. 29 refers to a yoke of labour, as in oxen 
drawing or ploughing. As the psalmist says (cxliv. 14), " That 
our oxen may be strong to labour; " or, as in the margin, ** able 
to bearburdeuR." 

Christ, speaking of the Pharisees and Scribes, says *' They 
bind heavy burdens, grievoiis to be borne, and lay them on 
men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them witli 
one of their fingers." (Matt, xxiii. 4.) Now, the passage, trans- 
lated literally, would read thus : " They roll heavy burdens on 
men's shoulders, and bind them there, — on their shoulders; 
but they will not help to carry tiiem, even with one ol their 
^ns'ers/' They keep tho people in bondage, or slavery, under 
the Jaw. 
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No, truly, or he would not have hidden himself. But, 
in truth, no violation of God's commands can rightly 
be called a little sin. 

It must not be imagined that because no evil 
effects follow a sin, therefore the sin itself was harm- 
less. Sin is sin. The sin of cheating is not to be 
measured by the extent y but by the intent; not by the 
amount of the fraud, but by ihefact of the fraud. He 
who would cheat another out of a farthing would also 
cheat him out of a sovereign, if opportunity offered, 
and then of still larger and larger sums. We ought 
not to reckon what acts the world usually considers 
allowable, but is it in itself right ? The Government 
assessor commits a fraud when he surcharges a man 
just a few pounds, knowing that the man will not 
appeal, as it would cost him more than the difference 
in loss of time ; yet the law allows the assessor so to 
do. The master commits a fraud who now and then 
alters his clock that he may gain a few minutes* 
extra labour from his men ; and the workman com- 
mits a fraud when he does not keep his time, because, 
as he says, his watch has stopped, though he has 
purposely stopped it. Show me a man who is not 
honest, and I will show you one in whose heart the 
grace of God does not then reign ; for I am persuaded, 
judging from my own experience and the Word of God, 
that one of the first things that the grace of God does 
for a man is to make him honest. I once, when a 
compositor in London, cheated my employer out of 
work to the value of some pounds; but when the 
Holy Spirit showed me something of the evil nature 
of sin, I never rested until I had made up every far- 
thing, with interest. And well do I remember, on one 
occasion, when on the very verge of falling into one 
of the greatest sins I was ever tempted to commit in 
my life, being cut short by Joseph's words : ** How can 
I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?" 

A Eestbaining Po^?nM.* 
There were some thmgB.'iio^e^^T^'SRVv^^ci^:^^ 
never jemcceeded in comBeWma txift ^»^ ^^^ ^"vnr». 
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throw myself into what are called the grosser sins of 
human nature. And this in later years often filled 
me with wonder, even after my eyes were opened to 
see the state I was in as a sinner before God; for 
never, perhaps, was youth more exposed to tempta- 
tions or who had more opportunities to fall in with 
the temptations than I had. But when light shone 
into my soul, then I understood it all, and was en- 
abled to say, in this as in other respects, **By the 
grace of God I am what I am ! " The most fasci- 
nating scenes were often placed before my eyes, the 
delights of the sins to which I am referring were, not 
only by Satan, but also by my sinful companions, 
vividly portrayed ; but fearful as were the forces em- 
ployed against me, — persuasions, allurings, jeerings, 
so far from being drawn or impelled onwards, I more 
and more recoiled from them. Not because I felt 
that the sins were sins against a holy God; such a 
thought rarely entered into my head ; but because I 
dreaded the consequences; not only having read of such 
consequences, but having seen them in some of my 
companions. what a black page I could write here ! 
What a mercy that either reading, or seeing, or 
anything was made the means by God, in his provi- 
dence, of restraining me ! The singing- club, the card- 
table, the theatre, betting on horse-races, dancing- 
booths and .the like at fairs* were my delight ; while, 

* I once spent ^10 at Greenwich fair, dancing, or rather 
jigging, for I never learnt to dance, in the Crown and Anchor 
booth, until nearly 2 o'clock in the morning, paying for all my 
companions, and brandy, &c., flowing as freely as water into a 
horse-trough from a spring, though I was myself a teetotaller. 
I was never, indeed, intoxicated in my life, except, perhaps, 
once when a boy, through a friend (?) having given me a glass 
of wine. In my younger days, I never knew what it was to 
want money, except as the result of my own extravagance. 
When a compositor on the " Sun " newspaper, I often earned 
my four guineas a week, and when appointed reader of that 
paper, i.e., "corrector of the press," as non-professionals always 
put it, my standing salary was ^'3 2s. 7d. per week. I was 
allowed to be the quickest and cleanest compositor in London, 
the "whips," or "crack men " from other offices, being brought 
ir^/jiuentlj to work against me, and bets being laid on the event. 
About 80 of lis worked in the same room. The "odds" were 
^wajre in my fayonr, and I always "won ^aiiVly" \\i.0TXfg!a. \ 
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for the amusement of my companions, I gloried, not 
only in singing foolish comic songs, but in forging 
ridiculous lies, and confirming them with the most 
awful oaths. 

Well do I remember, on one occasion, in the sing- 
ing gallery of my late dear father*s chapel, using a 
most awful oath. One of the congregation who stood 

by corrected me; when I exclaimed, **ril be if 

ever I swore in my life!" My face burns while I 
record the fact. if the Lord had taken me at my 
word ! Some friend, I never knew who it was, re- 
ported the matter to my father, and he was the 
means of making me feel so ashamed of myself that 
from that day to this I believe a profane oath ha^^ 
never polluted my lips. Many times afterwards did 
one quiver on my tongue, but it never escaped. And, 
I repeat, into the grosser sins, as they are called, of 
human nature I was never left to fall. This I write, as 
though with my dying pen, Aug. 11th, 1876. the 
restraining and preventing mercy of God ! 

At one time I had free admission to the Surrey 
Theatre, London, and went two or three times a 
week; now I am kept from having the slightest 
desire to visit one at all. I have sometimes, when 
on board steamers, or staying at hotels, been throwr 
unavoidably into the company of "gentlemen" play. 

knew nothing of any one being pitted against me until the rac( 
was over, picking np the types only at my nsnal speed. Had J 
known it, I might have been nervous, and my *' backers" hay 
lost; but the nrst announcement of tiie fact I in any case h|^« 
was a loud cheer from my companions when the result wa 
known. Compositors will have no difficulty in believing thi 
when I tell them I was able to compose my nonpareil-minio: 
galley, of about 4,750 letters, in an hour and forty minutes, wif 
scarcely an error, not even a "literal" in it. I well remembe 
that the man who came nearest to me was a "whip" from th 
" Morning Post," whose name I forget ; and the next was name 
Price; but his work was very "dirty," to use a technical term 
i.e.f fuU of errors. Some may call this recital egotism ; but i 
is nothing of the kind. I believe these temporal gifts are v 
much from the sovereignty of God as are spiritual gifts; an 
equally so was my prosperity in after life, when I often paid a 
much as £150 a week in wages alone. I never ^c^^^'^'^- 's*^ ^ 
gifts; for, to say the truth,In«^^TC cwt^^?2tiCs\iJ^'0ci«csv. ^^^^^ 
came and the diay went: 1 xeceiv^di to^ ^«>%««^ ^isA.«^«^ 
&nd tb&i was all I oared. ^ 
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ing at cards, but have never had any temptation to 
**take a hand." And as for betting, I look upon it 
as persons hoping to defraud each other. There is a 
good old English maxim, << He that bets and is not 
sure to win is a fool ; and he that bets and is sure to 
win is a knave." 

If, for some time past, one passage of Scripture 
has been more than another on my mind it is this : 
"Who maketh thee to differ from another?" And 
again I from my very soul exclaim, Othe restraining 
and preventing mercy of God! 

The Power of Temptation. 
I once heard a minister ask this question, **Do 
you who are older in the divine life feel the plague 
or evils of your hearts as you did when you were 
younger?" Alas! alas! How little could he know of 
his own heart ! For I am persuaded that no sooner is 
a man manifestively rescued by divine grace from 
the hands of Satan than his old master attacks him 
with double fury; and the longer he lives the more he 
feels of his innate vileness. At any rate, if this be 
not the fact, then I am quite out of the secret; for 
I confess, to my shame, that I have often felt a 
stronger desire to do my old master's fulsome work 
since I was made free than I ever did while I was 
under his yoke, though the very thought of doing 
that work is now most horrifying to my mind. And 
I am sure I am not alone in this ; for the late 
Mr. Philpot proved the same in his own experience. 
He says, 

"I remember when I, who do not even remember to 
have heard a blasphemy in my youth, much less to have 
uttered one, heard rushing through my soul an infinite 
number of curses and blasphemies against the most high 
God, till I put my hand to my mouth lest they shoiild 
be uttered, and I cried to' God that he would save me from 
them." 

And what says Job, what says Paul? What says 
every true Christian? 
I have Bomeiime^ thought if I had been equally 
powerfully tempted, in. my young da^a 1 a'hoTMiYi.^'s^ 
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fallen under the power of the temptation. But this 
is limiting the Holy One of Israel. I believe his eye 
was as much upon me then as it is now. There was 
the same restraining power then as there is now, 
though I was not then sensible of it. Hitherto, 
with every temptation of the kind referred to, the 
Lord has made a way for my escape. 

Nor is the power of temptation felt only as to the 
common and grosser sins of human nature ; but the 
enemy will often, too often, alas! inject his poison 
of a more deadly and hateful nature still. Well 
do I to this day (Aug. 11th, 1876) remember that 
while on my bed of sickness, in June, 1864, after my 
return from Mount Sinai and Jerusalem, having 
been at the latter place attacked with dysentery, &c,, 
I had so fierce a battle with infidelity that I never 
had the like before: "Now you have been over the 
whole ground; you have crossed the dreary desert; 
you have seen the Bed Sea; you have three times 
visited Jerusalem. How could the host of 600,000 
Israelites, besides women and children and a mix^d 
multitude, with their cattle, have been supported in 
that desert? How could they cross the Bed Sea? 
How could Jerusalem have ever been so sublime a 
place as is described in the Bible?" and so on. I 
had a sore trial for some hours. At last I was 
enabled to answer the first proposition as I have 
recorded it in my ** Visit to Sinai," pages 46, 47, 
65 — 68, which answer was the result of and written 
after my conflict. As to the Bed Sea, if no miracle 
were performed, why is so much said and sung, as in 
the psalms, about it ? It were worse than a cheat 
if the people crossed, as our modems would have us 
to believe, where it was only knee deep. And as to 
Jerusalem, I was soon set at rest ; for comparatively 
modem history, as in the time of the Bomans, confirms 
the whole. And, moreover, I may now add that the 
Palestine Explorations have confirmed it still more. 

My mind being set at rest on these points^ I ^^^ 
attacked on a yet more '^l«l -^rai^ix ^^"^^"^ ^^^^^^ 
inow there is a God at %SL^'' ^^>5^ ''^^ ^^«.^s^^^^ 
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means the first time I had been thus assailed, and. 
my mind set at happy rest. If there be no God, 
there could be no universe. If there were no great 
Uncreate, there could have been nothing created. And 
I was moreover able to give the answer that John 
Marrant gave to the King of the Cherokees. When 
asked by the king where God was, as he could not 
see him, " I feel him," said John. ** And I have felt 
him in his Law^ I have felt him in his threatenings, I 
have felt him in his Judgments; and I trust I can 
also say I have felt him in his Gospel, in his pro- 
mises, and in his pardoning love and mercy.** 

Tempbations on this point are the most painful 
of all. The corruptions of our nature, though sorely 
distressing, we may often be enabled to set aside, as 

' it were, as being revolting to even our ordinary 
senses; but these, on the being of a God, I have 
sometimes felt to make me tremble on my very seat. 
To cast aside such thoughts, I have sometimes taken 
up the paper, not only to read the news of the day, 
but to look over the police reports, in hope of meet- 
ing with something sensational, or even horrid, or 
anything which could divert my mind from so harass- 
ing a subject. But these carnal means are of no 
avail. Sometimes I have been delivered by the 
blessed Spirit bringing to my remembrance the days 
of old, — what I once was, and what I have been now 
made, and sometimes by melting me down with, 
**Thou shalt remember all the way," or some other 
sweet passage of Scripture, applying it to my heart 
in a way beyond the power of anything and every- 
thing human. Now, how is this, I have sometimes 
thought, that I should be thus tempted now more 
than I was in my younger days ? for the power of 
temptation seems to increase with my years. And 
as with me, so with others, as I have said. It is to 
show us what is in our hearts, as it was with Heze- 
kiah. ** God left him, to try him, that he might know 
all that was in his heart;" that is, that Hezekiah 
might know what was in his heart, — ^in his cum 

l2eart; not that Qvd might know, fox lie "fcaevr «3^^^i 
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( Jno. ii. 25) ; but that Hezekiah might know some- 
thing of his weakness when left to his own heart. 
See also Deut. viii. 2: '<To know what was in thy 
heart,*' — 'Hhat thou mightest know what is in thy 
heart." And when we see this, we are in a great 
measure preserved from self-confidenoe, and con- 
strained to cry for restraining and withholding grace, 
feeling that we need Divine power to uphold us now 
as much as in our earlier days. Christ was tempted 
of the devil, but he did not fall into the temptation. 
The Spirit led him into the wilderness to be tempted, 
but not to fall into the temptatioi;!. What harm can 
a flame do if it fall into water ? So it was with 
Christ ; but with us it is too often like a flame falling 
into oil, or a spark into gunpowder. ''Lead us not 
into temptation;" ''Watch and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation." That is, lest ye faU in with the 
temptation. To be tempted is not a sin; but to 
cherish temptation is. Satan may tempt us not to 
pray, seeing that sometimes we feel as if it would be 
a sin to pray, when looking at our own hearts; but 
the sin is when we listen to the temptation, and 
cease from crying against it. 

Notwithstanding all that I have said, I must add 
that I never remember the time when I was able to 
sin without some qualms of conscience ; not exactly, 
as I have said, because I felt I was sinning against 
God, but because my education had taught me that 
it was wrong; but I always brushed those qualms 
aside as an elephant brushes aside the canes which 
are in his way in a jungle. And even here I see the 
jestraining power of God. 

Slavery in the East, Present and Past. 

Slavery exists in the East as it has existed from 
time immemorial; but we must not for a moment 
confound it with slavery as it existed amongst the 
Eomans, or until within a very short period in 
America; for in the East we rarely hear of a maaiai^ 
oppressing his slave, or com'^^V^^ \sxg^ V2» ^^^"^f^ 
in the way that waa ioxnietVi ^ws. "^ ^^^^'^' 
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Still less do we hear of a master making his own 
children into his slaves, as was, alas! often the case 
on the other side of the Atlantic, when a man cor- 
rupted his female slaves ; for if a master in the East 
have children by his slaves, he must by law honour- 
ably maintain both mothers and offspring. There 
were numbers of slaves in the southern states of 
America who were the children of their ungodly 
masters, and who were treated as brutally as the 
other slaves; while, on the contrary, the slaves in 
the East are very much attached to their masters; 
just as we were attached to our master when we 
were the slaves of sin. " They are generally," says 
**The Englishwoman in Egypt," ** extremely well 
dressed, well fed, and allowed to indulge in a degree 
of familiarity which is astonishing. If they conduct 
themselves well, they are frequently married by their 
masters to persons of respectability, and the cere- 
mony of the marriage of a slave in the high hareems 
is conducted with extreme magnificence. It is not 
unusual for a grandee to give away in marriage 
several female slaves, and sometimes concubines, on 
the same day, to husbands of his own selection. In 
some instances, the slaves are distressed at being 
thus disposed of, and would rather remain in their 
old home ; but generally a marriage of this kind is a 
subject for extraordinary rejoicing; and, accustomed 
as the women are to submit to the will of others in 
the affair of matrimony, from the highest to the 
lowest in the East, the fact of their superiors choos- 
ing for them their husbands rather recommends itself 
to their approval and excites their gratitude. On 
the day of their marriage, they are dressed in the 
most costly manner; while in the hareems to which 
they belong, Cashmere shawls and sometimes cloth 
of gold are laid that they may walk over them." 

Slaves in the East generally have no idea of the 

blessings of freedom. They are content and happy, 

just in the sense that a mill-horse is, if he only have 

his full supply of provender. And is it not so with 

Ba^aq's /slaves? Visit the club-houBea at tiie "West 
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End of London, and then the extreme, — the haunts 
of crime at the East End. In the one you see 
luxurious vice, and in the other miserahle vice; but 
the same contentment in both. 

Some men, unhappily, are bom slaves. Being the 
children of slaves, they are slaves by birfch; others 
are sold into slavery, as Joseph was; and others 
among the Israelites sold themselves into slavery. 
Now, in a spiritual sense, all men, as I have shown, 
are bom slaves ; and some there are who would not 
be set at liberty, even were the door of freedom 
opened to them. During the war between the Greeks 
and Turks, most of the white slave girls in Turkey 
were Greeks, who had been dragged from their homes 
by Ibrahim Pasha; yet when peace was proclaimed, 
idmost all of them refased to leave their masters and 
return home; and Mr. Game gives an account of a 
slave woman from Dongola who was asked if she did 
not wish to return home, where she used to be as free 
as an antelope ; but no ; she liked her new master and 
her new situation so well that she had no desire to 
return to her former state. "* 

* The tmhappy negro k not treated with cruelty when he 
arrives in a Turkish household; for the Turk, though a capri- 
cious, is not an unkind master, and the lot of the black slave is, 
as far as material comfort goes, not to be deplored; but the trade 
by which they are brought from their native land is attended 
by every kind of horror. The slaves are generally prisoners 
taken in marauding expeditions by the native chieftains, and 
sold to the Arab merchants. Dongola and the neighbouring 
countries supply the great body of these unfortunates, who are 
carried often ^,000 mues to Tripoli and the other African ports 
of the Mediterranean. The horrors of the Atlantic middle 
passage are not to be compared to those of the journey across 
the desert. Sometimes the whole caravan perishes in conse- 
quence of a single well having been dried up by the scorching 
heat. The dealer and his friends alone escape, as they generally 
carry enough water for their own use in any emergency. The 
roads from the interior to the Mediterranean are white with 
bones, the result of many centuries of this traffic. — Times, 

Burckhardt states that he once saw no less than fifteen slaves 
and three of their masters perish in the desert for want of water. 
It is no uncommon thing for slaves, if taken ill on a journey, to 
be left to perish. So it was with the young Egyptian^ as izL 
1 Sam. zxz. 18. But our Master never l&^^^^ \s!a ^'^^*^^^^*^^ 
to perish. They may and must Tpa^^ ^towx;^ "^J*:^^ ^^^«t^.NXJ^ 
there shaJl none of them pexifth.. 
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It is SO literally and so spiritually. Mdn cleaVe 
to sin "with all their might ; yea, though the terrors 
of the bottomless pit are set before their eyes. But 
when God's set time to favour Zion comes, and they 
are made to feel their awful state, horror upon horror 
seizes them, trouble and sorrow encompass them, and 
they are at last made glad to flee for their lives. 
what a mercy that the door of mercy is open to them ! 

In one sense man is born free. Hence he is com- 
pared to a wild ass's colt, — free as the air he breathes ; 
but it is free only according to his nature. And what 
is that nature ? To go astray, speaking lies. He is 
a transgressor from the womb. Wild, wild in the 
extreme ; and he remains wild until he is caught and 
held in with bit and bridle. 

When I resided in Manchester, there was a class 
of men who called themselves Socialists, or Free- 
Thinkers! i?Vee- Thinkers? They were so bound in 
Satan's fetters that they could think only Satan's 
thoughts. They were not free to think anything 
else; yet they boasted of their freedom, imagining 
that because they ridiculed everything of a divine 
nature, they must, therefore, be free. 

When men of old time were taken prisoners and 
sold into slavery, their beards were shaved off, as a 
mark of degradation.* This is what is referred to in 
Isa. xviii. 2, 7, — "peeled," or, as the margin reads, 
"polished," — "outspread and polished;" Le,, dis- 
persed and shaved, — scattered abroad and sent into 
slavery. But the time was to come when they would 
assemble again on Mount Zion, as they did. 

Baldness also refers to grief and captivity. See 
Mic. i. 16; Isa. xv. 2; &c. &c. 

It was common in the East for women taken in 
war to be sold as slaves, and then to become the 
wives of their masters. This was allowed by the 

* Belzoni teUs us that one day one of the buffoons ol the 
pasha of Egypt took it into his head, to cause a laugh, to 
shave oS his beard ; but as soon as he made his appearance, 
the women thrust him out at the door, and even his feUow- 
bnffoons waniA. not eat with hirn till his beard had grown 



SLAVEBY, CAPTIVITY, ETC, 21 

law of Moses, as we find in Deut. xxi. 12-14. The 
woman had to shave her head, not as a mark of her 
slavery, but as bewailing the loss of her father and 
mother, from whom she had been taken, — a custom 
still prevailing in the East; that is, shaving the 
head as a mark of grief. Job shaved his head when 
he heard of the loss of his sons. (i. 20.) To this be- 
wailing the psalmist refers in xl. 10, 11 : ** Forget also 
thy own people and thy father's house. 8o shall 
the King greatly desire thy beauty; for he is thy 
Lord, and worship thou him." What can be more 
trying to a child of God than to have to forsake 
father and mother and his own people, — ^his former 
companions ? It is like tearing the flesh from his 
bones. But it must and will be done. All must 
be given up that is opposed to the will of his new 
Master. (See Matt. x. 37.) 

In this respect I was favoured above many. So 
far from it being a grief to my father, I believe one 
of the happiest days of his life was that in which he 
first learnt that my mind was exercised about eternal 
things. Neither was it a trial to me to leave my 
companions; for I had long before become disgusted 
with them, and given them up, without the slightest 
idea of the matter beyond its immorality and ex- 
pensiveness. But I had afterwards to endure a temp- 
tation of another kind, — that all I knew I had learnt 
from my father and the ministry of other good men. 
It is true they described my feelings most minutely; 
but had I not heard the same things from my youth 
up, and might they not now be only just coming 
fresh to my mind? Yet, I would say to myself, **I 
was never concerned about them before. How is it I 
am concerned now ? " And over and over again did 
I wish I had never sat under the sound of the gospel; 
for then, I thought, I could have no doubt about the 
genuineness of my feelings. For months was I tried 
with this, and could meet with no one similarly 
exercised; until, on one occasion, I went i<i Vv^sax. vw 
good man (the late Davii I>eEatt»XE^i,^V^'^^^'^^^^ 
Bpeak upon the Bubieot- T\i^ ^^^^ ^^^>^^'^^^^ 
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me; and from that day to the present I cannot call 
to mind that I have ever been very much exercised 
on that point. 

Slaves Exalted, 

Solomon says, **I have seen servants (slaves) 
upon horses, and princes walking as servants upon 
the earth." This is no uncommon thing in the 
present day in the East. In Persia especially, and 
even in Turkey, until very recently, it was common 
enough for a man to be prime minister one day, 
and be beheaded or sweeping the streets the next. 
"Where the word of a king is, there is power." It is 
only for the king to command, the order must and 
will be obeyed. (See Dan.) There is no power above 
the ruling sovereign, as our Parliament is in this 
country. 

On one occasion, under the reign of a late sultan 
of Turkey, a pasha was disgraced, perhaps with- 
out any cause except a whim of the sultan's. His 
property was confiscated, and he thrown penniless 
upon the world. What did he do, — blow out his 
brains, or throw himself into the Bosphorus? No; 
but just what every other Mahometan would have 
done, and as some others have done, under like cir- 
cumstances, — with the most cool " Mashallah ! " (It 
is God's will!) set up as a travelling huckster. This 
was, indeed, "a prince walking as a servant upon 
the earth." 

Again. The celebrated Mehemet Ali was origi- 
nally a Memlook, or white slave ; and we all know 
how in his case Solomon's words were verified ; for, 
being himself exalted, he set up one and pulled down 
another as he pleased. 

When I was at Minieh, in 1856, I saw a black 
man on a horse, richly caparisoned, and he attended 
by a numerous suite. This man was modeeah, or 
ruler of the Minieh district. Originally he was a 
slave in Abbas Pasha's palace. When Abbas was at 
Constantinople, on a visit to the sultan, he fell in 
Jove, ^ 2a Turk, with a female Circasian slave belong- 
^sr to a lady of rank there. The laflg TaaiaLft\iwxi ^ 
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present of her, on condition that he would give her 
(the slave) 2,000 feddans of land in Egypt as her 
dowry. This he faithfully did, on returning to Egypt ; 
but he soon became tired of her, and married her to 
the slave referred to, presenting her with a hand- 
some fortune, but at the same time taking from her 
the land he had given to her. When Abbas was dead, 
his successor. Said Pasha, had to go to Constantinople 
to pay his respects to the sultan, and the lady already 
mentioned took the opportunity of calling his atten- 
tion to her former slave and to the fact of Abbas 
having taken from her the land. Immediately on 
his return to Egypt, Said made the slave into a 
modeeah, and placed him over the Minieh (or Feshin) 
district. Why? To display his contempt of his 
predecessor and to annoy his son, who had consider- 
able property in that district. So here was young II 
Hamee Pasha with one of his late father's slaves put 
in authority over him ; and most arbitrarily he used 
that power, even at one time, when I was there, to 
the stopping of his sugar factory at Minieh, and 
almost throwing his land out of cultivation. 

Kosrow Pasha, who has recently figured so promi- 
nently at Oonstantinople, was originally a Georgian 
slave. A poor man was once taken before him on 
suspicion of having robbed his master. Kosrow or- 
dered a red-hot iron to be applied first to his head 
and then to his chest, to extort confession. Still 
the man did not, perhaps could not, confess ; where- 
upon his head was thrust into a box filled with 
smoke, and held there until he burst a blood- vessel, 
and died in a few hours. 

" What man, beholding this, 
And having human feelings, does not Hush 
And hang his head to think himself a man? '' 

"I would not have a slave 



To fan me when asleep 



And tremble when I awake, for all the wealth 
That smews, bought and sold, have ever earna^" 

Joseph is another instasioe oi ^«^^^ ^Ck'svx^^ ^f^^^ 
to great power. Bnt Jose^Yv ^^% «.^ ^\i»x^^ ^ccas." 
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self, being entrusted with his seal ; which means that 
his power was unlimited. But on this I shall not 
dwell, as I have referred to the subject in **My 
Wanderings." 

The eunuch of whom we read in Acts viii. 27-88, 
was really a slave of the queen*s ; and we read that 
he was a man of great authority, and had charge of 
all the queen's treasures. 

In Luke vii. 2 we read that the centurion had a 
servant, or slave, who was **dear to him;" or, as 
Wicklyffe translates the passage, who was ** precious 
to him." And slaves are often precious to their 
masters. Their masters often make them handsome 
presents, find wives or husbands for them, and some- 
times even give their own daughters to them to wife. 
Thus Sheshan gave his daughter to his Egyptian 
slave Jarha. (1 Chron. ii. 84, 85.) 

The late sultan (Abdul Medjid), on one occasion, 
told an elderly female slave to put on her yashmak 
(or veil), get into an araba, and ride round the city 
until she saw a man whom she would like for a hus- 
band. This was done. She fixed upon a youth who 
was kneading a paste for a sweet composition called 
alva. She was old enough to be his mother. No 
matter. It was the sultan's will that he should 
marry her. A hareem was comfortably fitted up 
at the expens'e of the sultan, and the slave woman 
became a free wife. 

Some wives have slaves who are their own pro- 
perty, as was the case with Sarah ; and these their 
husbands cannot legally set free or take as concubines 
without the consent of the wives. But should a hus- 
band, nevertheless, take one and have children by 
her, th^ children would be slaves, unless the wife 
meantime sold or presented her slave to her husband ; 
but neither of these can the husband compel her to 
do. In the case of Sarah, however, Hagar was 
really given to Abraham by Sarah for a wife, as 
recorded in Gen. xvi. 8 ; but she did not, at the same 
time, give her her freedom. This was in strict ac- 
cordanoe with the customs of the co\m\.r3 to. 'Ocia^^ 
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days, and as they still exist in the East. Hence said 
the angel to Hagar, "Hagar, Sarah's maid" (or 
female slave, as the word "maid" means), ** whence 
comest thou? — Eeturn to thy mistress,** &o. (Gen. 
xvi. 8, 9) ; for Hagar had became pert, thinking that 
as she was Abraham's wife and had borne him a son, 
she could do as she pleased ; but the angel rebuked 
her, and perhaps mortified her pride, by telling her 
she was still Sarah's slave. Had Sarah given her her 
freedom when she gave her to Abraham, Ishmael 
would not have been a bondchild. 

It is the duty of the slave to follow his master, to 
carry his master's sandals, to unloose them when 
nepessary, and to wash his master's feet. Now it is 
a; service menial enough to walk behind a man and 
^0 carry his shoes; indeed, it is only done by the 
/^meanest slave; But John the Baptist did not con- 
sider himself worthy of doing even this for his Eoyal 
Master. He was not worthy to bear his shoes, or 
even to unloose them. That is, he was not worthy 
of being Christ's meanest slave. (Matt. iii. 11; Mark 
i. 7.) But no part of John's remarks with regard to 
Ghrist would more surprise the people than when he 
said, ** He that cometh after me" [folio weth me ; for 
to that custom, I believe, he figuratively refers] **is 
mightier than 1." **How can that be?" the people 
would say. **Why, he thsit followeth is the slave, 
and how can the slave be mightier than his master? " 
But John knew how it was well enough, and knew the 
force of the expression he was using. He knew that 
his Divine Master was coming after him in the form 
of a slave (Phil. ii. 7), and prepared to die a slave's 
death, and yet that he was greater than he. 

When David sent to take Abigail to wife, "Be- 
hold," said she, "let thy handmaid be a servant to 
wash the feet of—" my lord? No, but of "the 
servants of my lord." So far from being worthy of 
becoming David's wife, she expressed herself aa fiA. 
only to be a slave to his slaves. 

Slaves in Egypt are often ^eT^ ««»5lV3 ^ "^5^^ 
thefts; and for this the^ axe c\i».^HHa^^ ^^ ^ 
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masters. Some of our commentators say that Onesi* 
mus, who was really Philemon's slave, had stolen 
something from his master, which caused Paul to 

• say, ** If he owe thee aught, put that to my account ; " 
but I am inclined to think that Paul referred to the 
fact of Onesimus's having run away, and the value 
of the loss of his time, or perhaps his freedom, was 
to be charged to Paul. 

It was an ancient custom, that if a slave were did- 
obedient, he was every night let down into a dry pit, 
similar to that of which we read in Ps. xl. 2, and 
many other parts of the Bible, and drawn up again 
in the morning only to be made to resume his la« 
hour ; and if the master were vindictive, the punish- 
ment was sometimes continued until death ensued. 
And what a death to die, inch by inch, as it were. 
This was the punishment referred to in Job xxxiii. 
24: ''Deliver him from going down to the pit; I 
have found a ransom." '' Lo, all these things work- 
eth God oftentimes with man, to bring back his soul 
from the pit," &c. 

Sometimes these pits were in a most filthy statci 
never being cleansed. To these, in a spiritual sense, 
Hezekiah refers when he says, '' Thou hast, in love 
to my soul, delivered it from the pit of corruption." 
Often the poor slaves in these pits were left without 
water, and died of thirst, perhaps the most dreadful 
death a man can die. To this Zechariah refers: *'I 
have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein 
is no water," and in which they were literally dying 
of thirst. 

The Jews in Bondage. 
At the time that Christ was upon earth, the Jews 
were in bondage under the Eomans. If a Eoman 
met a Jew, he could compel the Jew to go with him 
and carry his burden ; if a Eoman smote a Jew, the 
Jew must not resent it. (Matt. v. 89-41.) And the 
Jews had to pay what taxes soever the Eomans de- 
manded. Yet their national pride would not admit 
^/ts^ they were in bondage. They were born free, 

^hejr said, and thought they were bVilW fe^^. ^>ti^^^- 
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teenier referred to this in a temporal sense, though 
he had also a higher sense in view, when he said, 
*'Ye say ye see (or are free), therefore your sin 
remaineth" (ix. 41); for << whosoever committeth sin 
is the servant*' [or slave, as the word means] << of sin." 
(viii. 34.) << You may not," as though he had said, 
''be actual slaves to the Bomans; but you are so in 
some respects. You are compelled to pay taxes to 
them, and you must obey their laws; but, worse 
than that, you are really the slaves of sin. Sin is 
your master, and you delight in his service,— so de- 
light in it that you think you are free all the time 
you are doing his bidding, and are unwilling to 
oelieve you are his slaves at all. You say you are 
free, therefore your sin remaineth. That is, you 
vainly believe yourselves to be righteous, and are 
not conscious that you are sinners at all, though 
'ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do' (viii. 44); therefore ye are 
destitute of forgiveness; for without a sense of sin 
there can be no repentance, and without repentance 
there can be no forgiveness. Your sin, consequently, 
remaineth ; that is, rests upon your own heads. You 
know nothing of bondage sensibly, therefore you can 
know nothing of the sweets of redemption. But 
if the Son make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
Then your bondage to the Bomans shall count as 
nothing, compared with that blessed freedom which 
your souls shall enjoy,"* 

CHAPTEB III.— CAPTIVITY. 

SliAVEBY AND OaPTIVITY DiSTINCT. 

ToouGH it is usual, in oral and printed discourses, 
to dwell upon the terms ** slavery " and ** captivity" 



• rm I- 



* In one of the daily prayers of the Jews, in regular use at 
the present time, are these words : " Praised be thou, Lord 
God, Kixig of the universe, that thou hast not made me a 
slaye." But Josephus tells us that in the time of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus there were immense numberik ol "fisJwt^^ ^Ska2^'«%» 
in Egypt, and that they wei* "keVQi m w5xt>Q. wsusstsfiL ^^^^^^^^ 
that the king was able to put©\i««ft ISW^ORKi A \^«tt.\52rt ^^^^'^ 
huidful of money. 
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as being the same, at any rate of the same import, 
yet there is, throughout the Bible, as in all history, 
a marked distinction between the terms. 

A man may be a captive, and yet not a slave. The 
brigands of Italy at the present time often take per- 
sons captive when they venture outside the city in the 
evening, and, indeed, sometimes in broad daylight, 
as was the case with a banker at Naples a few years 
ago, who was seized when within a few yards of his 
own house; but those taken are not reduced to 
slavery. They are held in confinement imtil a 
ransom-price is paid for them; and this, whether 
slaves or captives, must be done, ere they can be set 
at liberty.* 

I do not know, however, that I can better illus- 
trate the difference between slavery and captivity, in 
a literal sense, than by mentioning the case of the 
Israelites themselves. In Egypt they were slaves, 
and made to work with rigour. In Babylon they 
were merely captives, and enjoyed a large amount of 
freedom.f They had their gardens, their vines, their 

* Kidnapping is not so common now as it was only a few 
years ago. It still, however, occasionally takes place. In some 
parts of Sicily, the south of Italy, and Spain it is stiU dan- 
gerous to travel without a powerful escort. In 1870, when at 
Gibraltar, I^went in a caMiage with the children of a com- 
mercial friend to San Eoche, only four or five miles from Gib- 
raltar. A few days afterwards, a gentleman and his nephew, 
passing over the same ground, were seized by brigands, and 
had to be ransomed with the sum of J62000. Five of the brigands 
were afterwards shot; but only JE300 was recovered. 

t Amos, 787 years before the coming of Christ, prophesied 
that th6 Israelites should go into captivity beyond Damascus ; 
that is, further east than Damascus; and this prophecy was 
^fulfilled 66 years afterwards, as we find from 2 Ki. xvii. 6. 

In Nahum ii. 7 we read that Uzzah, meaning Nineveh, shall 
be led away captive as with the voice of doves ; that is, with a 
mournful voice, just as doves make a moaning sound. 

The Lord by Isaiah (xiii. 17), speaking of the Babylonians, 
says, "Behold, I wiU stir up the Medes against them, who 
shall not regard silver," &c. That is, they should take the 
people into captivity, and not be persuaded by any amount of 
bribe to set them free. 

"High in my dome are silver talents roU'd; 
With piles of labour'd and unlabour'd gold ; 
These, to procure my ransom, 1 xeaign." 
But no; it shall not he accepted. 
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houses, &0.; and so satisfied were many of them 
with their situation that they refused to return to 
their own country when Cyrus gave them liberty to 
do so. Indeed, we find from Ezra (ii. 64-67) that 
only about 50,000, including servants, returned at 
first, and 1,600 with Ezra afterwards, (viii. 1-14.) 

Elijah said to the Shunammite woman, ** Wouldst 
thou be spoken of to the king, or to the captain of 
the host?" imagining that, as she wa^ a Shunam- 
mite, she was in captivity in Israel; but she said, 
**I dwell among my own people." She was not a 
captive. She had married an Israelite, and, therefore, 
had become one of the people. And thus may a true 
Israelite be mistaken for an alien. His evidences 
may not be very clear. 

Now Judas, notwithstanding his profession, was a 
slave to Satan to the last. He was fast bound to 
Satan, and, therefore, though he repented, he did not 
experience the repentance of the Gospel; and the 
result was, he went out and hung himself. Had he 
been merely a temporary captive, — if I may use the 
term, — a backslider, Gospel repentance would have 
followed his sin ; but he was one of those who had 
tasted of the good word of life and had fallen away. 
That is, he had been enlightened to see that Christ was 
the Messiah, and was to die for his people; but, like 
Balaam, he knew it not for himself, but for another. 
His own conscience told him that he neither loved 
Christ nor his disciples, but "the bag" of money 
only. Envy and covetousness had possession of his 
heart, and he received the reward of all who die in 
that state. 

Take, again, Esau. He eagerly sought a blessing 
of his father ; but did he repent of his sin in having 
parted with his birthright for a mess of pottage ? On 
the contrary, he said, **The days of mourning for 
my father are at hand. Then will I slay my brother 
Jacob." He was a slave to revenge. 

Captives taken in war were ^^xafe^'vxs^'^'s* ^v:«:<s^^8^ 
naked, and exposed, not. ouVj \.o >iJcia ^^'la ^^k^^^kssj^ 
titndea who rUphed to ^ee \kiOTi, VoN. ^^^^^ 
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soorehing rays of an Eastern son. What a state for 
the poor women especially, and still more especially 
for those who had been brought up delicately, never 
appearing in public unveiled. But even these were 
not always reduced to slavery. 

Here is another difference between slavery and cap- 
tivity. A slave knows he must obey his master, and 
often does so willingly; while a captive, though he 
may be blindfolded, Imows he has been kidnapped, 
and, sooner or later, groans to be released. To the 
day of his death he will never forgive himself for 
having gone in the way of the brigands, even when 
he has the witness within that he is forgiven of 
Ood. Indeed, the more sure he feels of this, the 
more he will be ashamed of himself. I trust, if I 
am not most awfully deceived, I know what it is to 
be as certain that my sins are forgiven as that Christ 
died on the cross, and yet at the same time to feel 
ready to tear myself to pieces on account of those 
very sins. And could I willingly renew them or 
augment their number ? Alas ! Alas ! The longer I 
live the more do I feel a will within me desperately 
striving to make me do the very same things again, 
and worse. But, bless the Lord, I have another and 
a better will not less desperately determined I shall 
not. I use the word desperately unqualifiedly; for 
the struggle within is sometimes most desperate; so 
desperate that it sometimes seems that the better 
part would be conquered. And how I have to cry, 
** Lord, hold thou me up, or I shall fall I" 

Captivity of the Mind. 

It is not necessary that we should fall into open 
sin to make us feel our captivity, and to be stripped 
of all our joys. Where we have to mourn over one 
outward sin we have to lament a thousand heart sins; 
at least I know I have, many as my outward short- 
comings are. I once heard of a minister who went 
to see a poor old woman on her death-bed, when she 
^Jd Mm she felt herBelt to be so great a sinner that 
M&e oA^n feared there wa0 no mercy iox \i%t, **0V' 



SLAVEBTy OAPTIVITry ETC. 81 

relied ijhe minister, <' I am sorry to hear you are so 
great a sinner." <' Ah, Sir/' she replied, ''mine are 
heart sins. I can get no peace on account of them.'* 
" Heart sins," rejoined the minister, "what are they ? " 
Poor man ! He had never heard of such sins as those, 
much less had he felt the power of them. But the 
child of God is made to feel that even ''the thought 
of foolishness is sin," much more " the lust of the 
eye and the pride of life." Paul exclaimed, "0 
wretched man that I ami" Yet we do not read that 
after his conversion he fell into any open sin; but it 
was his heart sins, the law in his members warring 
against the law of his mind ; and this brought him 
into captivity, yes, really into captivity (not into 
slavery) to the law of sin and death. (Eom. vii. 21, 28.) 

How often do we find that, when we would do good, 
Satan hinders us, as Paul says ; that is, he stirs up 
his emissaries to oppose and annoy us in every pos- 
sible way. Satan once said to Luther, " The Lord 
will not hear you." **Then," said Luther, " I'll cry 
louder." He was determined, as it were, to take 
heaven by storm; for "the kingdom of heaven 
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force." 

A man bom blind knows nothing, in reality, of the 
blessings of sight ; but for one who for many years 
has had good eyes, and been able to use them, not 
merely as an animal, but as an intelligent being, 
appreciating every flower, minutely examining and 
wondering at the structure of every insect, for such 
a one suddenly to lose his sight, what torture ! And 
the glare of the sun upon his eyelids only adds to his 
misery. So a man who has been a slave to Satan all 
his life, and still is, knows nothing of the blessings 
of the religion of Christ manifested in the heart; 
while one who has felt something of Divine love in 
hia soul has had his affections drawn upward and 
away from the world, and really enjoyed sweet com- 
munion with his Bedeemer, while his heart has been 
melted down in gratitude to the God oi ^\L V^^-^s^sst.- 
eies, and espeeisdly that Tn^ \a tmA* \xi>aj^,^^^^>^ 
weU Jmowfl he deaenea; O tot fs^^^x %.o^^.^^^ ^i56\.xsss. 
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a cold, careless state, this is indeed to fall into cap- 
tivity. And thus what misery, what torture, he ex- 
periences at times ! And the more the light of the 
Spirit glares upon his conscience, the more miserable 
he becomes. 

Captivity through Doubts and Fears 
AND Tribulation. 

There is another kind of captivity, caused by our 
doubts and fears, and exercises. Many things which, 
when rightly understood, are evidences of our being 
in a right path, we often look upon as being evidences 
against us. We are told that it is ** through much 
tribulation we must enter the kingdom;" yet we 
very often set down that very tribulation as a proof 
that the Lord is not on our side ; so blind are we. 
True enough, there are some professors who seem to 
ignore every evidence short of a full assurance of 
faith, passing by the exercises of a poor tried soul ; 
but such often make sad the heart of those whom the 
Lord would not make sad, and set aside Matt. v. alto- 
gether, while they may bolster up such as presump- 
tuously think faith is at their own command. They 
are "doing a great work," of course, and cannot 
come down to such grovellers. Well; if they are 
right, I am awfully wrong; but I would not change 
places with them. An old divine says, "There is no 
going to heaven without passing hard by the gates 
of hell." The gates of hell are, as it were, on the 
road from earth to heaven, just as Bethlehem is on 
the road to Jerusalem from Hebron; and though, I 
believe, some have to pass nearer than others, all 
have, in their feelings, to pass within sight of the 
gates. 

Christ had to carry his cross when living, and was 
nailed to it when dying. It was not until his spirit 
had departed that he and the cross were separated. 
May not this teach us that we must endure the cross 
to the last, that nothing short of death can remove 
as £rom it, and that even our temporal ^oys may 
jfrove a cross? The thor^s pierced \Jafi \x^«»^ ^^ 



i 
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Christ ; and Panl had a thorn in his flesh. So must 
we have, if we are to be like either Paul or his 
Master. Or how can we be like Paul, if we never 
cry, **0 wretched man that I am ?'* or like Christ, if 
our souls are never ** exceeding sorrowful?" 

"But," perhaps some of us may say, **how will 
it be with me when I come to die ? How will it be 
with my soul, and how will my poor body bear the 
pain?" Ah! This is one of our weak points. I am 
often tried here ; and even when I have felt my feet 
Arm on the Eock, and Satan has not appeared able 
to shake it by causing me to doubt my interest in 
Christ, I have felt my heart sink at the thought of 
the pain I must endure, — so cowardly : * * You know how 
you wince under pain now," says our enemy; **but 
what is that compared with the pangs of death?" 
Here again is captivity. But to be able to wait 
until the time comes ! God has promised his people 
strength equal to the day, not before it. They shall 
have dying strength in dying moments, even as to 
their poor bodies. We are too prone to want it in 
living hours; but that cannot be. It is in trouble 
that the Lord has promised to be specially with his 
people. Yet we sometimes feel as if we could not 
trust the Lord with our bodies, though we can with 
our souls. Even Moses was not free from misgivings. 
Hence he said to the Lord, "Show me thy way;" 
that is, "Show me what thou art about to do with 
us, and where to take us;" but the Lord simply 
answered, "My presence shall go with thee. (Exod. 
xxxiii. 18, 14.) Whether there be hot suns or shading 
clouds, sandstorms or calm weather, let-that suffice." 
And when Paul prayed that the thorn in his flesh 
might be removed, the Lord simply replied, "My 
grace is sufficient for thee." So you may, if you can, 
rest assured dying strength shall be given to you in 
dying moments. You have not yet crossed the river ; 
but remember, Christ is on this side as well as on 
that. It cost him his life to ted€i^xfiL^<^^sc^\i^a.^^'^'^ 
onJj 18 necessary to f u\^\ \i\^ ^xoxc^a<b ^o ^^ ^^^^^^ 
Btrengtb equal to your day. 
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**Whftte*er thy lot, whoe'er thou be, 
Confess thy folly ; kiss the rod ; 
And in thy chastening sorrows see 
The hand of God. 

** A bruised reed he will not break ; 
Afflictions all his children feel; 
He wounds them for his mercy's sake. 
He wounds to heal." 

And thus, while we press forward to the things 
which are before, we are exhorted to forget the things 
which are behind. And what are they ? Amongst 
other things, our troubles. Every one makes one 
less, and we }eaye all behind. for grace to enable 
me thus to live ! 

We do not like these afflictions, and they often 
throw us into bondage of soul; but it is a good sign 
when they are the means of humbling us, and causing 
us to acknowledge the Lord's wisdom, and sove- 
reignty, and right, inasmuch as we deserve it. Then 
we can see good in the evil. Hezekiah said, '< For 
peace," or instead of peace, **I had great bitterness;" 
out he immediately exclaims, ** Thou hast in love 
to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption." 
So we may be smitten by a strong hand and with a 
smarting rod, but we shall be heded with the Balm 
of Gilead. If we had only small deliverances, we 
might think we had wrought them. When threat- 
ened with any heavy trial, Luther used to say, " Come 
and let us sing the 46th psalm, and defy the devil." 
Our sweetest birds of song, — the nightingale, to wit, 
can sing in the dark as well as in the light; but how 
few of the Lord's adopted ones are thus favoured. 
All can sing loud enough in the light, but in the 
dark they are for the most part like the Israelites in 
Babylon. Their harps are hung on the willows, and 
they cannot sing the songs of Zion. 

Captivity THBOuan Baoksuding. 

As with the captives taken in war, as I have de- 
stenhed, so it was with the daughters of Zion, as in 
Isa.iu. 17, mar^^in, ftudNah. iii. 5, 6»wlieiitti^^4«^Mtftd 
Aao? the Lord. Ani such is the lot, moxe oi \M», ^i 
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those who backslide from the Lord, and are taken 
captive by Satan. They are stripped of all their joys, 
all their comforts. When made sensible of their 
state, they hang their harps upon the willows by the 
river, whither they have gone in the hope of refresh- 
ing themselves; but their throats are parched, and 
they cannot sing. '^Ah, ah!" say their enemies, 
"so would we have it." They feel that they have 
forsaken the Lord, and they fear that he has forsaken 
them. But, no ! His fatherly hand is upon them. 
He will chastise them for their folly, humble them 
in the dust at his feet, and cause them to return with 
weeping and supplications; but his loving-kindness 
he will not take away. The prey shall be taken 
from the mighty, yea, from the terrible one. ** The 
captivity of the just shall be delivered." (Isa. xlix. 
24, 25, margin,) 

We read that Satan goes about, — goes about; as 
though he were continually going round the walls of 
the city, looking for unwary ones taking their evening 
walks in the cool and enticing groves outside. And, 
therefore, it is that we are exhorted to beware of 
Satan's wiles. The very words* ** wiles" and "de- 
vices," imply tho cunning t\ ny he will go to work, 
and show the determined nature of his malice ; and 
it is worthy of remark that it was the heel the serpent 
was to bruise (Qen. iii. 15), as though implying he 
would be constantly following the people, trying to 
trip them up. The Arabs to this day have a maxim : 
"The serpent knows his own ways, and how to bite 
the heel." But this forms no excuse for those who 
are entrapped. I can speak for myself. I have never 
been taken captive without feeling that the cause was 
in myself, and condemning myself for my folly. In- 
deed, the sin itself gives the warning, just as the hum 
of a musquito warns of the approach of the little pest, 
and bids us beware before it stings us. And some- 
times I have felt so determined not to leave my 
stronghold, and have resisted ^notj ^\»\»'ca3;:^H»Vi ^cJhsr*^ 
or draw me outside the cily , anL^L-yet \lw% %Qt^^^^'*^ \ 
that it seemed as if the enemj ^-^^ ^^"^ ^w^«^** 
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himself by larking about, the walls, but had penetrated 
into the very heart of the city itself, and seized me ere 
I was aware. We may not be living in any actual 
sin, and God forbid that we should; but be at ease in 
Zion, in a lukewarm state, not on our watch-tower, 
but engrossed with our worldly affairs. And seldom 
do we stop here. Satan soon sees the breach in the 
wall, and takes advantage of the opportunity. "Where 
are we then? We soon give proof that our old 
hearts are what they ever were, — a nursery for every- 
thing which is evil ; and an unspeakable mercy it is 
if we are not left to give proof of it in an open way. 
Dare any of us say we never have given that proof? 
I dare not ; and though I have, through the Lord's 
sovereign mercy, proved that where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound, yet the more I have 
been made to experience this, the more I have abhor- 
red myself and repented in dust and ashes ; and the 
more I have felt the absolute necessity of the up- 
holding and protecting hand of God, the more I have 
been determined, as I have thought, as far as in me 
lay, to **keep my heart with all diligence." I have 
heard some good men say they have given up vowing 
and promising. I wish I could, in a right way ; but 
I might as well attempt to fly. I often charge my 
heart and tongue too, and as often feel how useless it 
is so to do. 

This is indeed no child's play, but earnest work, 
and very different from our state when slaves to sin. 
We cannot turn to the right hand or to the left 
without, sooner or later, feeling deep remorse; until 
at length our souls loathe the swine's food set before 
us, and, like the prodigal, our eyes are cast toward our 
father's house, and we say, "I will arise and go to 
my Father, and say, I am no more worthy to be called 
thy son ; make me as one of thy hired servants."* 

* The prodigal did not Bay, "Make me one of thy slaves,'' 

but " as one of thy hired servants.'' There is more in this than 

at £rst sight appears, unless we are somewhat acquainted with 

tlie customs of the Eaat. A hired servant "waa and. %t\LLia i^ald 

Ajs Wages every evening, and his services xaay ox TCiav tlo\. \ife 

^<rujred the followmpr day; whereas a slave Irvea iuth«"Ko'n«e 
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I know what I am writing about. When my soul 
was set at liberty under the Gospel, as I shall show 
by and by, I had no more doubt that God intended 
me to be a minister than I had of my own existence. 
The whole Bible seemed, to be opened up to me. I 
purchased a little book, **Clarke*s Scripture Promises,** 
and every promise appeared to be mine. Yes, and I 
could expatiate on them too. If I read, **The Lord 
is good to them that wait for him, to the soul that 
seeketh him,*' I saw that there was a waiting , and a 
seeking. I saw that there was a God, omnipotent, 
able to perform what he had promised, and that he 
not only promised to do good to the waiters and seek- 
ers, but that he is good to them, — gOQd now, and will 
be good for ever. If I read, "Blessed are they which 
do hunger and thirst after righteousness," I saw that 
the promise was not only made for the future, but 
that the assurance was given for the present, — they 
are blessed. If I read, ** The Lord heareth the poor, 
and despiseth not his prisoners," I could see that 
these poor were the Lord*s prisoners, not Satan's; 
and I believe one of the sweetest days I ever had in 
my life was the one in which that passage first struck 
my mind, and when I was led to meditate upon it ; 
and I thought that that must be the first text that I 
should preach from. I pictured to myself crowded 
and admiring congregations, and fancied, in the pride 
of my heart, that I should as far outstrip my dear 
father as he outstripped all the ministers in his day 
or since. But I soon learnt the truth of what my 
father says in his "Nazarene's Songs:** 

" Young Christians oft please their vain mind 
With wonders they hope to perform ; 
But soon they come limping behind, 
Their courage aU fail*d in a storm.'* 

And of what Jeremiah says (x. 23) : " It is not in 

with hia master, is sure, at any rate, of plenty of food, and, as 
I shall presently show, is more esteemed by his master ^\v%svSa. 
a hired servant. So the prodigal Ai^i iio^i erq^^ ^-Kt^ '^^^^'^^ 
that he covXd be taken into the l[iouae. '' ^'^^ . ^t ^^«^ 
dAy, And diamisB me when it seems gooOi m ^iVj ^v^^.^^'^^^^^ 
starvation mny he the conseqrience." _^ 
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man that walketh to direct his steps.*' And Ffttil 
again: ''Let him that thinketh he standeth taJco 
heed, lest he fall.'* I went outside the city gates m4 
was taken captive. I fell into a sad backsliding 
state. The sting made my conscience smart for som^ 
years; and from that time* to the present (1876)| 
though I have been called upon to freely use mj 
pen, I have never had one serious thought of eyef 
becoming a parson. 

" IVe inward turn'd my eyes upon myself, 
Where foul offence and shame have laid all waste ; 
Therefore my soul abhors this wretched dwelling, 
And longs to find some better place for rest." 

Now, if there were no danger of the enemy taking 
us unawares, the divine exhortations to watch would 
be useless : ''Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 
temptation. ' ' The watchman said, ' ' I stand continualfy 
on my watch-tower in the day time, and I am set in 
my ward whole nights" (Isa. xxi. 8.) Day as well as 
night it becomes us to watch. We know that, unles9 
the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but ii| 
vain; but the Lord wUl be inquired of for these things 
to do them. 

It is because Satan has been despoiled of his goods, 
which he held in peace, that he seeks every opport 
tunity to harass those of whom he has been deprived^ 
just as is the case with the Ishmaelites and the Jews, 
The Ishmaelites to this day maintain that Hagar was 
Abraham's lawful wife, as indeed she was, and Ish- 
mael his eldest son and heir, and that he was de-: 
spoiled of his father's lawful property by Isaac. 
Therefore it is that they are most bitter against 
their half-brothers, and annoy them in every possible 
way. At one time Isaac had sway in the East ; but 
now Ishmael rules. 

When a man in the East has experienced some 
heavy loss or has a great trouble upon him, he often 
exclaims that he is in captivity, which would be 
equal to our saying, "We are in distress." Thus it 
JFAs with Job, as in xlii. 10. He was never in realii^f 
a captive, yet bia captivity was ** tum^^L.'' KxAVo^ 
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i^Hfe^ly doed David speak of the ISiame, in Pa. xiv. 7 : 
"When the Lord bnngeth back the captivity of his 
people, Jacob shall rejoice.*' What captivity ? Not 
a natural captivity, as the people at the time were 
free; bnt a spiritual captivity. The people had "all 
gone aside;" they had backslidden and done "abo- 
minable works;" and some had gone so far as to 
say, " There is no God." This had caused great dis- 
tress to the church, and she longed for the salvation 
of Israel, and that their captivity might be "turned." 
And, if I may judge from my own experience, this 
captivity is more distressing than even our bondage 
under the law. I am sure I have suffered more pangs 
from a captivity caused by my having departed from 
the Lord than I ever did before I knew him; and I 
have been constrained to say, "I will bear the indig- 
nation of the Lord, because I have sinned against 
him." And yet at the time I was labouring under 
it, I thought nothing could be more distressing than 
the felt bondage under the guilt of a broken law. 

If Satan can but entangle a true citizen, it matters 
not to him whether it be by a cart-rope or a mere 
thread. Lideed, small sins, if I may use the word, 
are his most dangerous traps. We can see and often 
avoid glaring sins, — large man-traps, just as we 
can hear the noise of a rattle-snake; but small sins 
Satan often covers over in so genteel a way that they 
are hardly seen at all ; but once in, it is frequently 
all over. We go on and on, like a snowball, increas- 
ing in size at every roll. " Man knows the beginnings 
of sin, but who bounds the issue thereof? " beware, 
then, of little sins ! A cloud apparently not larger 
than the crown of your hat will hide the sun from 
view. A very small viper can give a death-bite, a 
very small thorn cause a festering wound. How 
prone we are to despise the day of small things even 
in this respect. How slowly, yet how surely, does a 
moth destroy a garment I 

How often do some, instead oi ftft^m% \x^^\Si. ^^sg. 

tbe apjpeArance of «vil, Bee \io^ TVft%x "^^^ ^^ ^^ 

proaob to actual sin mttiout \niVB3®aa% «o2^ ^»jw^ 
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several yeats prior to 1846 I had been living in a 
way that I should not like to be transeribed on my 
forehead. Yet I was rarely absent from the Monday 
night prayer-meeting or the Tuesday night preaching ; 
80 that none but God and myself knew the state Z 
was in. But my severe chest attacks in 1845 and 
1846 caused me to think a little as to my state; but 
it was only a little. Did I seek for manifestive for- 

f'veness? Beader! Header! I was so hardened that 
often seemed not to care whether I was forgiven or 
not. The death of my dear father in 1844 had made 
some impression upon me; but it was not enduring. 
Then came my dangerous illness while in Malta at 
the end of 1846, and my subsequent journey to Egypt 
and the Holy Land. I began to be filled with bitter 
remorse. I did not wonder that God had afiOlicted 
my body, but I did wonder how it was he had so 
prospered me in providence, and that he had not 
blasted everything I had undertaken. I saw no de- 
liverance ; while death from consumption, according 
to the opinion of my doctors, was drawing nigh. ! 
How well I remember, while on the French steamer 
going to Constantinople, how my past life was opened 
up to me I I had been baptized by my father, re- 
ceived into church fellowship, and attended to the 
precious ordinances of God*s house. But 0! What 
was I then! How I had departed from the good old 
paths, and been taken captive. True enough, while 
at Malta, I had, under the ministry of a Scotchman, 
been somewhat relieved ; but I was still left a captive. 
Then came my journey from Egypt through the de- 
sert to Jerusalem. I was far from being insensible 
of the goodness of God to me in that ''great and ter- 
rible wUdemess," having been enabled to set up there- 
in my "Ebenezer, — Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
me ;" but I was still not as I wished to be. When in 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre, as it is called, at 
Jerusalem, I felt a softening of heart which caused 
jm^ tears to flow, and <*I had a sweet hope that I 
^ad an intereBt in Christ's suHeringa mA 4ft«btti\" 
frJuoIt was as an anchor to my bouI, iiolm^'tiaXwvaSii^ 
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thut it was suggested to my tnind that I was every 
whit as superstitions as the poor pilgrims who were 
crossing themselves and kissing the priest-made relics. 
But I was still not able to say, ''I know that my 
Bedeemer liveth.'' Then came my journey to Jericho, 
through theWildemess of the Temptation, as described 
in my ''Wanderings," I., 492. And there it was that 
I proved the truth of the Lord's promise: ''I will 
heal their backslidings, and love them freely.*' 

"In about three hours from the time of our leaving 
Jerusalem, our guide announced to us that we were en- 
tering into * the Wilderness of the Temptation/ ' The 
WUdemess of the Temptation ! ' I exclaimed ; every cir- 
cumstance at the same time rushing into my mind con- 
nected with that awfal period when Christ was ' driven 
into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.' * The 
WUdemess of the Temptation! ' And was it really here 
that the Saviour fasted for 40 days, while Satan hurled 
at his holy soul every temptation which ever was or ever 
will be endured by all his redeemed family ? (Heb. iv. 15.) 
Well might the challenge be given, * Behold, and see if 
ever were sorrow like unto my sorrow ! ' And well might 
I, as in sincerity and truth I did, boldly answer, ' Never, 
never I Impossible ! ' And I had such a sight of his suffer- 
ings, and so powerful an application to my soul of his 
redeeming love and pardoning mercy, that I was over- 
whelmed with grief and joy ; while my own sinfalness, 
unworthinCss, and backsHdmg (for I had for some time 
previously been in a sad backsliding and woridly-minded 
state) so covered me with shame that I would fedn have 
hidden my head ; and yet I could hardly believe it pos- 
sible it was a reahty, though my heart was broken and 
my eyes ran down with tears. My whole frame was so 
anected that I had to hold fast to the pommel of the 
saddle to keep me from falling; for I felt as weak and 
helpless as a child ; and my very heart leaped and pal- 
mtated to a painful degree. * The Wilderness of the 
Tianptationt I over and over again exclaimed; and, 
cMfcixig my eyes about me, O what a scene I beheld! If, 
in crossing tiie desert, I had beheld sterility and death- 
like desolation; if I had passed over rugged hills and 
along deep ravines, such as appeared to me to be imsur- 
passable lor fearfolness ; all, all sank into t^.o^b^'s^^^-vs^- 
pared with what was now "before TOft* liaxi«^\«^«^ ts^s'qs^ 
tMiuB rOBe one abovei another, -mtTMixx^ ^\J^\^^ ^.^'^SUi 
tion in any part, while towering o^^ «ai\\ftTt^^^^^'«^=«^^ 
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stared wildly over our path, and guK-like raviues yawned 
below us. And through this dreary wilderness our road 
lay." 

Nay, reader, this was **no wild fancy of the brain.*' 
It was to me a glorious and most solemn reality. I 
trust I have since then experienced other instances 
of God*s pardoning love ; but, precious as those hills 
Mizar are, none of them so break me down to this 
day as does a remembrance of this, when brought to 
my remembrance by the blessed Spirit. As 1 say 
in my book, ** Those who please may call this super- 
stition; but I would sooner they called it insanity 
than that I should lose the recollection of that pre- 
cious time." This very day (Oct. 13th, 1876) the 
savour of it refreshes my spirit. 

I might have said much more in my book, for I 
realized much more. I well remember, and in some 
degree feel the power of it now, that, after the chal- 
lenge had been, as it were, given, ** Behold, and see if 
ever were sorrow like imto my sorrow," and I had 
answered, "Never! Never! Impossible!" I had the 
assurance that those sufferings were for me so power- 
fully impressed upon my heart, that if an audible 
voice had declared it from heaven I could not have 
been more certain of it. And well also do I remem- 
ber that after my guide had missed me, and stopped 
for me, and looked at me with astonishment, for I 
was saturated with tears and perspiration, that my 
mind was carried back to Jerusalem, and I was led 
to reflect upon what I had there witnessed, and 
what the Eedeemer had there endured for me, I 
had years before, unless I am greatly deluded, been 
set free from slavery; now I was delivered from cap- 
tivity, I felt that Christ was anointed to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and this included me, as well 
as freedom for them that are bound in Satan's chains. 
(Isa. Ixi. 1; Lu. iv. 18.) 

! How many times since then have I had to say, 
" Where is the blessedness I knew? " 
But I am certain no man could long live under the 
. Tf^^^ ^/ /sfuch a ^raiwport of feeling, "DoiQk\» \»N^ 
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to me, ye revilers of frames and feelings, you who 
can simply take God at his word and go on your way 
rejoicing; don't talk to me about your faith. I 
would sooner have a single hour of such a heavenly 
visit of pardoning love as this than all your life of 
" simple faith." 

CHAPTER IV.— ADOPTION. 
Ancient and Modebn Oustoms. 

Thebe is, perhaps, no custom in the East mora 
curious than that of Adoption. As it existed in days 
of old, so it exists still. 

Sceptics often make much ado about some appa* 
rent discrepancies in the Bible respecting sonslup, 
but it all arises from their ignorance. 

It was my lot, in April, 1863, to be travelling in a 
railway carriage with a confirmed sceptic. During 
part of the journey he was administering his poison 
in large doses, right and left, greatly to the discom- 
fort of his fellow-passengers. At last he said to a 
gentleman who sat next to him, with whom he was 

Sartially acquainted, *^ You believe in the Bible, 
on't you?" '* Yes, I do," was the reply. " Well, 
now, can you tell me how a man could be two years 
older than his father?" ** No," said the gentleman, 
** I cannot." ** Well," retorted the sceptic, ** we are 
told in the Second Book of Chronicles (xxii. 2) that 
Ahaziah was two years older than his father. He 
was 42 when he began to reign, and his father was 
only 40 when he died. (xxi. 20.) How can that be ? 
And that is the Bible you believe in ! " I now felt it 
to be my duty to interpose. '* Now, my friend," I 
said, " will you allow me to say a word?" ** Cer- 
tainly," was the reply. ** Well," I said, " there are 
still people in the East who are older than their 
fathers!" ''What!" he exclaimed, in a perfect 
amazement. ** 1 repeat it," I said; '' there are still 
some people in the East who are older than their 
fathers." "I deny it," he hastily replied. ** Sim.- 
ply," I said, ''because you 3lo uoH* xxxA'st^'No^ *^s^ 
oustoms of the people. A. inaai often ^o^"^*^ ^jasiQosgx 
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as hiB son ; and that adopted one, though he might 
be old enough to be the aaoptet's grand&ther, teally 
becomes his son. Tou must remember/^ I continued, 
'' that the Bible is not an English, but an Oriental 
book, and that every custom it refers to, every figure 
it uses, is Oriental ; and when we attempt to recon- 
cile those customs and figures with our English 
habits, we make a fatal mistake/' <' Ah! " said he, 
** I thought you knew nothing about it ; for in the 
Second Book of Kings (viii. 26) we are told he was 
eighteen years younger than his father, and not two 
years older ; for there it is said he was only 22 when 
he began to reign. There's a contradiction for you I " 
And he then, almost without giving himself time to 
draw breath, launched out a volley of infidel ideae) 
that almost terrified a lady who sat next to me. 
** None of these socialist ideas are new to me,'' I 
said. << I was as well acquainted with Bobert Owen, 
the modem promulgator of them, as with most men 
living, and, if permitted, could readily answer them 
all." 

Unhappily, however, we had to part company; for, 
having arrived at Swindon, we changed carriages ; 
he was going one way and I another. 

But there is no contradiction in the two accounts. 
The one statement, that he YfSi,B forty-two years of age, 
refers to his actual age; and the other, that he was 
twenty- two, to the time of his adoption. He had been 
his own father's son forty-two years, but his adopted 
father's, — i.e., Jehoram's, only twenty-two. And this 
fact is confirmed in 2 Ohron. xxi. 17, where we read 
that the Philistines and Arabians slew all the chil- 
dren of Jehoram, ''save Jehoahaz (or Ahaziah) the 
youngest of his sons." He was the youngest because 
only adopted; and for that reason, and that only, wad 
he not slain with Jehoram's own sons. And, more- 
over, we read that he (Ahaziah) was the son of Atha- 
liah, who was Omri's daughter (2 Kings viii. 26), 
while Jehoram's wife was the daughter of Ahab, who 
mts Omn*8 sod. (1 Kings xvi. 29.) So that Ahab, 
Jehoram's wife's father, and Aiha^eai, K!bfcA«Kf 
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mother, were brother and sister, the children of Omri. 
Therefore it was his nephew whom Jehoram adopted; 
and it is clear that Ahaziah's mother was not the 
same as his (adopted) father's wife. It is true that 
Jehoram might have had more wives than one ; but 
tb^ ''circumstantial evidence'' in this case goes the 
other way. A note in our Bibles with notes, and copied 
by Dr. Kitto, says, Athaliah might be the grand- 
daughter of Omri; but this could not be so. 

In Judges viii. and ix. we have a confirmation of 
what I have said, and of the fact that adopted chil- 
dren were called the youngest when there were other 
children in the family, unless their adopting father 
otherwise ordered it, as in the case of Jacob with 
Ephraim and Manasseh. In verse 80 we are told 
that Gideon had 70 sons, and in chapter ix. we are 
told distinctly that Abimelech slew them all, the 
number being given, three score and ten ; so that there 
can be no mistake. Yet ^oihAxxii^^ the youngest son^^ 
was left, for he hid himself; but that he was only an 
adopted son is clear, not only from the fact of his 
being described as the youngest, but from what he 
himself says in verse 18: **Ye are risen up against 
my father's house this day, and have slain his sons, 
tliree score and ten persons, and have made Abime- 
lech, the son of his slave, to be king." So that it is 
evident Jotham was not one of Gideon's own sons, 
for they were the seventy who were slain; and thus 
was he called the youngest, as Ephraim and Manasseh 
would have been called Jacob's youngest, had not 
Jacob otherwise ordered it. 

I may also mention another fact. When Mehemet 
Ali was invested by the European Powers with the 
government of Egypt, it was decided that the eldest 
dimw^ TXi$X'^ descendant should, from time to time, 
assume the reins on the death of his predecessor, a« 
is the case all over the East.* Now Mehemet Ali 

* Sinee ike above was written, this custom, so far as Egypt is 
CQAcemed, has been altered. Ismail, pureliaaed ixssos^ *^C^«2^- 

mizerain, the SnUa^ oiTv^vjTViA iX%^ ipwroV^^^ ^^ 
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adopted Ibrahim Pasha. Ibrahim assumed the power 
even before his adopted father's death; and the pre- 
sent ruler of Egypt, Ismail Pasha, is a son of Ibra* 
him's, and not in any way, only by adoption, a 
descendant of Mehemet Ali's. 

Another objection taken to the Bible by the sceptic 
* I have referred to was that Christ was either the son 
of Joseph, in which case he could not have been be- 
gotten of the Holy Ghost, or he could not have de- 
scended from Judah. But the simple act of adoption 
would give him the title as Joseph's son, and entitle 
him to be registered as such; and further, Mary 
was of the same tribe ; so that in any case his descent 
was of Judah. 

Laban is called the son of Nahor, when he was 
his grandson. (Gen. xxix. 5.) The same also as to 
Jacob's children. Laban calls them all his own, 
though they were only his grandchildren: "These 
daughters are my daughters, and these children are 
my children," &c. (Gen. xxxi. 43.) 

In 1 Chron. viii. 83, it is said that Ner begat Kish; 
while in 1 Sam. ix. 1, it is said that Kish was the 
son of Abiel; and in 1 Sam. xiv. 51, we have the 
explanation, — that Abiel was the grandfather of Kish, 
and father of Ner. 

In Matt. i. 16 Joseph is said to be the son of 
Jacob; but in Luke iii. 23 he is described as the son 
of Heli. Some think that Heli was only Joseph's 
father-in-law, Mary's father ; but as it is usual in the 
East to call a man after his adopted father, I think 
that Joseph's mother had been re-married, and that 
her new husband had adopted Joseph, — a thing very 
common in the East. 

Ib Aiti iriii lij wn nrn tnlfl tb>4 



Ephraim and Manasseh were the chil- 
dren of Joseph; but Jacob adopted them, just as 

of direct descent of his family as mlers of Egypt. Bnt the 
above custom still existB in other parts. On the death of the late 
stUtan, Jus son was passed over on behalf oi the bxiUwcl** Ti«v'^«v, 
'^'^o was older than his son. (1876.) 
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Mordecai adopted Esther, who was called his daugh- 
ter, though she was his niece, and as Joseph adopted 
Jesus, who was called his son. And Ephraim and 
Manasseh became members of Jacob's family, and 
were thus as truly his own, according to Oriental 
custom and law, as if he had really begotten them. 
And Jacob himself said, "They are mine." Even 
"as Beuben and Simeon," his two elder ones, "they 
shall be mine," and not merely as the youngest, but 
entitled to all the privileges of my elder sons.* 

Princes and Priests. 

Now, as truly as an adopted slave is in the East 
called and really becomes his master's child, so the 
Lord's adopted ones are called and manifestively 
become the Lord's children. Hence they are called 
the children of God (Bom. viii. 16, 21 ; Qal. iii. 26), 
and the children of the Highest. (Luke vi. 85.) 
They are also called princes. But why ? Because 
they are made real members of the King's family, and, 
therefore, the title, "princes," belongs to them. And 
they have all the privileges of God's house, as Moses 
had of Pharaoh's palace. 

They are also called kings and priests (Bev. i. 6) ; 
or, as the passage means, "a kingdom of priests." 
They are all priests unto their God ; " a royal priest- 
hood " (1 Pet. ii. 9) ; but the only sacrifices which 
they can offer up to God with acceptance must be by 
or through Jesus Christ. Christ is their great High 
Priest, and through him their sacrifices enter into 
that within the veil, whither he, their Forerunner, 
hath already entered. (Heb. vi. 19, 20.) And this 
term, "kingdom of priests," is in perfect accordance 





was the first who had a tent for himself and an h 
cattle. Abel had cattle, but evidently they had a wide range. 
Jabal's brother's name was Jubal, — the first who plajred on 
what is termed the harp. (Gen. iv. 20, 21^ So Abraham is said 
to be the " father of many nations " (Gen. "sl-s^. A^\ \v^*^» ^'^^ 
of the Israelites and Ishmaelit©^, \i\i\. «\%o ^\ ^Cjx^ ^'^'^g^Si^ 
ants of the children and graiidc\uiai©Tion5A\«3cc^iJa.% Vort^vvQ*.-*^ 
are 6aid to be the children oi KetnraXi. V,Qt«^. "s^"^ • ^'^ >. 
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with Isa. M. 6: ''Ye shall be named the priests of 
the Lord; '* and Exod. xix. 6 : ''Ye shall be unto me 
a kingdom of priests." 

In Egypt, children are sometimes laid at the door 
of a mosque, for some benevolent individual to take 
charge of them. An Arab cook, named Alee, whom 
I once had on the river Nile, assured me he knew 
several instances of this, and that the children thus 
found had been adopted by the " good Mussulmans '* 
who found them, and that they were then taken into 
their families. May not there be some allusion to a 
practice of this kind in Ezek. xvi.? The child is 
represented as being ''cast out," and as having no 
eye to pity it. But the Lord passes by, and says, 
" Live ! ** And when the Lord says, " Live I " life is 
instantly imparted. This was the " time of love," — 
the time of manifestive adoption. Then follows the 
washing: "I throughly washed away thy bloods*' 
{margin), — thy sins " from thee, and I anointed thee 
with oil," the oil of joy and gladness. " I clothed 
thee also with broidered work;" "I covered thee 
with silk; I decked thee also with omamentSi and 
put a crown upon thy head," for thou art no^ a 
king's daughter; **I shod thee with badger's skin," 
"dyed red'' (Exod. xxv. 5), — the shoes of the Gospel 
of peace (Eph. vi. 15); "I girded thee about with 
fine linen," *' the righteousness of the saints " (Eev. 
xrx. 8); "and thy renown went forth among the 
heathen for thy beauty, for it was perfect through 
my comeliness," &c. 

Sons and Daughters. 

Women in the East are, as is well known, looked 
upon as inferior beings. Are they, therefore, to be 
excluded from the Lord's family? No, surely ; and 
for fear they might imagine so, the Lord says. Ye 
shall not only be my sons, but my daughters also. 
(2 Cor. vi. 18.) 

And not only dqes the Lord call his adopted ones 
oipiis and daughters, but he also says they are his 
jfor/g'ou, bis inkeritance (Deut. xxxii. 9 •, "&ft.\xxNm,lV)\ 
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his peculiar treasure TPs. cxxxv. 4), &c. How familito, 
yet how sweet, the ngnres he condescends to use! 

But is it not presumption, for a poor sensibly-lost 
yet earnestly- seeking soul to think he is the Lord's 
portion ? So far from it, when he feels the love of 
God shed abroad in his heart, he is constrained to do 
so; and the psalmist, under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, takes up the grandeur of the idea, and re- 
sponds. If I am the Lord's portion, the Lord is also 
*'mi/ portion,'* not for time merely, but "for ever" 
(Ixxiii. 26) ; and Jeremiah, perhaps about 500 years 
afterwards, humbly claims the same. (Lam. iii. 24.) 
The Lord loves his people, and his called people love 
him. He ''waits to be gracious*' unto them, and 
they delight, in their inner man, to do his will. They 
are precious in his sight (Ps. Ixxii. 14), and he is 
precious to them. (1 Pet. ii. 7.) He takes pleasure 
in them (Ps. cxlix. 4), and they esteem him as their 
chief joy, their All in AU. 

Mr. Lane says it is by no means an uncommon cir- 
cumstance for women in distress in Egypt to sell their 
children. A woman in Constantinople sold her child 
to raise money during a festival. Her husband won- 
dered to see her so gay, but knew not how she accom- 
plished it until he inquired for his child. As soon as 
the truth was made known to him he hurried to the^ 
merchant, but the merchant would not give up the 
child without being repaid the money. He then went 
to the Seraskier ; and before him wife, child, and mer- 
chant had to appear. The merchant was legally en- 
titled to hold the child, and the father had not the 
means to redeem it. At length the Seraskier gene- 
rously paid the money himself, but told the wife if 
ever she did the like again, she herself should be sold 
for the ransom. 

But we may rest assured Christ will never sell his 
adopted children; for they cost him his life. 

Heibship. 
It is the law in some paxVia ol >2tife ^^^^v..*^^'^^ 
inan die without an lieit,\na^T0^^1 %^^^ ^ ^^ 
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Government* But it rarely occurs that a man dods 
die without an heir; for if he find he is not likely to 
have a son of his own, he takes a favourite slave, 
and adopts him, as Eliezer was adopted by Abram. 
The slave, as Dr. Kitto correctly tells us, is made to 
pass through his master's shirt, and he is immediately 
not only free, but becomes a son. He is adopted by 
his late master; he becomes a member of the family; 
. he often takes the management of his late master's 
affairs, and is heir to his master's property; and the 
law of the land will not suffer that man ever to be 
made a slave again. Moses, in common with the other 
Israelites, was really a slave in Egypt, but he was 
adopted by Pharaoh's daughter. Hence it was that he 
had the privilege of appearing before Pharaoh from 
time to time, as he did, and enjoyed other privileges, 
of which we read in his case. But he rejected the 
relationship. He ''refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter" (the pleasures of the palace 
were but fleeting), "choosing rather to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God than to enjoy the plea- 
sures of sin for a season." But this, says the apostle, 
was '*by faith" (Heb. xi. 24, 25); and it was "when 
he was come to years," — ^years of discretion. 

I have often thought that this is like a sinner en- 
joying the pleasures of the world, as Moses did of 
Pharaoh's palace, until he "comes to years," — until 
he has spiritual faith given to him; and then the tie 
is cut, as it were, and he casts in his lot amongst the 
people of God. 

Now, curious as this custom of heirship is, beyond 
doubt it existed in the East in Paul's days, and is 
referred to in Gal. iv. 7 and Eom. viii. 17: "Where- 
fore, thou art no more a servant [slave] but a son; 
and if a son, then an heir of God ; " "And if children, 
then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." 

What is the meaning of being heirs of God and 

yoi«^heirs with Christ? Simply this, in a literal 

sense. In the East there is no law of primogeniture. 

When a man dies, he cannot leave aU his property 

^ one son, nor away from his family «A «iSL WxaxxsiiX 
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be dqoally divided amongst all his children, share 
and share alike, except that the first-bom son shall 
take a double share. Therefore, as Christ is the only- 
begotten Son of the Father, he was the sole heir to 
his Father's estate; but the adopted sons become 
heirs also ; and, as adopted children have equal rights 
with the real children of their adopting father, so 
they are yom/-heirs with Christ, — ^heirs to all that 
Christ is heir to. And this, moreover, is why Christ 
is called the first-bom, as in Bom. viii. 29, and Col. 
i. 15; that is, our Elder Brother. He was the Son 
in eternity, the Everlasting Son of the Everlasting 
Father. His brethren become sons manifestively in 
time only, and, therefore, are the younger members 
of the family.* And, in order that there may be no 
misunderstanding about the relationship, Paul says 
Christ is not ashamed to call them brethren, or 
brothers; and as they are partakers of flesh and 
blood, he also took part of the same; not only that 
he might be able to die, but that they might feel 
assured that they were one with and in him. And 
it is certain if the adopted ones are joint-heirs with 
Christ, if they lose the inheritance, Christ must also. 
But that is impossible. Hence he says to his Father, 
''I will that they also whom thou hast given me be 
with me where I am; I in them, and thou in me." 
And he has gone before to prepare them mansions 
in his Father's house; which inheritance, Peter says, 
is reserved for them (1 Pet, i. 4) ; and if reserved, it 
cannot be lost, nor used by any others. Paul also 
says, **A11 things are yours; for ye are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's." But you never can be manifes- 
tively one with Christ until you and your unre- 
strained love of sin have dissolved partnership. 
The first-born among the Israelites took charge of 

all the family affairs, regal, sacerdotal, and some- 

* 

* If Christ became a Son only in time, how conld he, as the 
first-begotten, be ** brought into the world? " (Heb. i. 6.) He 
was a son in eternity, and became maum'^x&A. 'S!sa\i'eR.'<sasssia. 
man did not make him a Son, ioT \l«l'waa>Bro^x^pJt V^^a *^\S.aa^ 
as the Arst-begotten. Hence, aaya laeMao., *^ tS^^Jt^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ ^ 
Aom, nnto as a Son is ffivenr ijx» ^."^ ^ c^ 
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times prophetic. So Chriat being called the first- 
bom among many brethren, in all things he is to 
have the pre-eminence, whether as King, Priest, or 
Prophet. (Col. i. 18.) 

Amongst the Jews, the first-bom took a double 
portion of his father's property; that is, twice as 
much as any of the other children; but Jacob fii- 
vonred Joseph, his youngest. Subsequently, however, 
a direct command was giyen by Moses that the first- 
bom should have a double portion. (See Deut. xxi. 
15-17.) 

It often happens that persons expect, on the death 
of a relative who they think is very rich, a large 
legacy; but find, when he dies, he has died insolvent, 
having been living upon other people's property. 
Not so with Christ. In him all fulness dwells. His 
brethren cannot expect too much. 

" Yea, his love and grace are such. 
None can ever ask too much." 

** Now are we the sons of God," says John; " and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be." Shall we 
become again slaves to sin, or can our names be 
blotted out of the book of life ? Not so ; for *' we 
know that when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him." Having ** a name that shall never be cut oft," 
we shall see our heavenly Bridegroom as he is. There 
can be no separation. 

Now, as I have said, the adopted children are 
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, — heirs to all that 
Christ is heir to. And what is that ? A crown of 
glory, a kingdom that cannot fade away, and all the 
blessings of God's house, — to all the blessings that 
God can bestow. 

**AhI*' perhaps some will say, **how I wish I 
could realize my interest in that heirship ! B is really 
soul-delighting only to think of it! " So, I trust, I 
have found it. But stop a little. What I have 
mentioned is only part of the property. Christ was 
jb«ir to more than this. He was heir to sufferings, 
^ revilingB, to temptations, to persecutioT^A. Ha bs^ 
nowhere to lay bis head. How do 70tL'\5aKft tlmut ^gwfe 
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of the legacy? Yet, if we are to reign with him, we 
must also suffer with him. (2 Tim. ii. 12.) <<No 
cross, no crown.'* Were all real sweetness after our 
manifested adoption, where would be the truth of the 
declaration, ''It is through much tribulation we 
must enter the kingdom?" Christ was *^ a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief," — re^Slj acqtiauUed 
with it; it was his constani; companion. How can 
we be like him if we have no sorrows, no grief? He 
was bom for adversity. If we have never any ad- 
versity, how can he have been bom for us ? But if 
we have adversity (spiritual), he is qualified for us, 
and we are qualified for him. If we are paortakers of 
his sufferings, we shall be also of his consolations. 
He left his disciples his peace: '^ My peace I leave 
mill yon ;** but he left them also tribulation : ** In the 
worlj. je shall have tribulation,"-->-positively shall; 
and he -left them also Hke iiatred xaxi persecution (k 
the woddy as in Jno.^ xy. 19^ 20. 

An adopted sbMre was:akwa^v008iaideve4:ll8 fi, t^ 
member of the feonily, and his auHme was dre^^tered 
as snoth, not only in the iaimily iroi^ttrttei;, Ibut <w:kb -the 
other members of "the tfomilyj in the fwdaves of ftihe 
city; and the book in which it was so registered was 
cidled in Jerusalem the ''Book of I^e," or the 
'' Book of the Living." So the names of all the 
Lord*s adopted ones are registered in the Book of 
Life of the Heavenly Jerusalem. And the beauty 
of this is it is also the King's family, not a beggar's, 
into which he is registered; and he is as welcome at 
the table as the King himself. 

What can be more surprising than for a poor man, 
who has no house of his own, to know that he has 
been adopted into a prince's family, and that, to 
show there is really no mistake about it, his name 
has been registered as one of the Boyal fisbmily, and 
also that he is as welcome at tlcva \aXJ^^ ^s» NJoa^'fe^s^ 
himaelf? When the fact Wftt«\. wm.o\ia:^^si^»^V 
he cannot believe it. He Yie»!t«X«a. ^^l\is*»>«*^ "^ 
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poor worm, as Job and the psalmist express it, go to 
the King's table ? It cannot be. He dare not go. 
But the King not only invites, but enoourageB jHirn. 
" Why are you so fearful ? Do you doubt my vera- 
city? Come DOW, and let ue reason together. What 
reason can yon have to doubt my truthfulneas ? Are 
you hungering and thirsting after righteousness? 
Yon shall assuredly be filled out of my fulness. Are 
you monming — over your sins and after pwdon? 
Yon shall be comforted. Are you weary? Ooue to 



me, and find rest. Are you heavy- laden? Commit 

thy way unto me " [or rather, aa the margin reads, 
•'Boll thy way, or burden, upon me," just as a heavy 
burden is rolled upon a camel which has kneeled 
down to receive it, as I have frequently seen in the 
East, the camel doubling up its legs under its body 
while it orosches on its befly, and its intended load 
is rolled upon the ropes on its sides] ; " I will bear 
^ir tardea. I will bear all thy infirm\t,wa, and. a^m.- 
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Trust in me. I mil bring it to pass/' (Ps. xxxvii. 6 ; 
Matt. viii. 17.)* 

Before a man oonid be registered in the <* Book of 
Life** in Jerusalem, it was indispensable that he 
should be able to show that he was not *^ a stranger 
or a foreigner," but had descended from, or been 
adopted by, a true citizen. It was a privilege which 
could not be purchased or obtained by merit. And 
in the case of the priesthood, a man must be able 
to show that he was a true Levite, on both his 
lather's and mother's side, or he could not be a priest. 
So the Gentiles, though not being true-bom, as it were, 
yet, having been adopted, are no longer strangers 
and foreigners, but << fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and [are part] of the household of God." (Eph. ii. 19.) 
The term <' strangers and foreigners," in Eph. ii. 19, 
does not mean slaves or servants, but Gentiles gene- 
rally. Every one who was not a Jew was called by 
the Jews a stranger. The Israelites were the only 
nation which the Lord knew; that is, in a favoured 
sense; all the rest were strangers. But the apostle 
is preaching the Gospel, the new dispensation ; and 
he tells the Gentile Ephesians that they are not now 
strangers, but fellow-citizens with the believing Jews. 

Though slaves, as I have shown, were and are 
generaUy well treated in the East, and adopted ones 
considered real members of the family, illegitimate 
children were never entered in the family register, 
nor in any way cared for by the Jews. They were 

* Christ said, " Come to me and I will give you rest." Did 
Moses say so ? No. He was merely a man, and had no power 
to give rest. All that he could do was to speak of rest ; and 
when the Israelites were bitten by the fiery serpents, he could 
not cure them, but pointed to the brazen serpent. So again 
John the Baptist said he was not that Christ ; he was only the 
Toice, preparing the way. But Christ said. " I AM ! " and " I 
will aive you rest." Either he was, therefore, the great I AM, 
and had power to give rest, or the most presumptuous being 
that ever existed. 

"Before Abraham was, I AM." What a proof of hiaDvrojAfe^ V 
And the Jews so understood it *, theTeloxe ^«^ \.o^^^i2S ^v$c«». 
to stone him. ^^ . . „«««^ 

It is said the Father gave ChriRt. It V& tiNfto ^^^^^ CS^DXV^^ %«^'^ 
Idmself, sbowmg an equality. 
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allowed to irtin almost wild, without ednoation, with- 
out restraint, followed their own wills, and had ilo 
share in the property of their unhallowed parents ; 
while children lawfully hegotten were generally under 
great restraint, and chastised by their parents as 
occasion required. This is evidently referred to in 
Heb. xii. 7, 8 : ** If ye endure chastening, God de&leth 
with you as with sons. But if ye be without chas-» 
tisement, whereof all" [lawfully-begotten children] 
'* are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons." 
" Are you not chastened ? Are you allowfed to follow 
your own wills without a rod upon you? Theni 
profess what you may, you are not lawful children. 
You have no part or lot in the heavenly inheritance. 
But if you are chastened, and if those chastenings 
are sanctified to your good, take it as a mark that 
you are true sons, adopted into the living family, and 
heirs of the kingdom of glory." I cannot understand 
how any one professing to be able to call God his 
Father can say that God does not chastise his people 
for their sins. 

'Adoption Unmsbiteb. 

Again, when a man in the East adopts a slave, it 
is usually one who, either from uprightness, integrity, 
or some other good quality, has ingratiated himself 
into his master's favour. But the Lord may well say 
his ways are not our ways ; for, says the apostle, ** God 
commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were 
yet sinners,'* — and not only sinners, but sinning with 
a high hand and an outstretched arm, <<Ohrist died 
for us." (Eom. v. 8.) Yea, he loved his people "even 
when dead in sins ;" he has compassion on them while 
" ignorant and out of the way." (Heb. v. 2.) 

All were concluded under sin. ** Children of wrath, 
even as others," — aU slaves to sin alike, yet they are 
made free: men dead in sin, — not merely maimed, 
or blind, but really dead; so dead that they cannot 
>^iritually feel even the least motion of sin in their 
p2ember8, though it is ruling xam^ttnt. But God 
^oipar^ff lifQ fQ ^j^Q^j, qqjjIq^ They ate qjtafiVecaft^XrS 
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the Holy Spirit, and then they feel sin to be '^ ex-p 
ceedingly sinful. '* 

" Lord, what is man, thy dreadful foe. 
That thou shouldst love and bless him so? " 

But while this is the case with the master, usually 
adopting one of truly good behaviour, has not a slave, 
who aU his life has been obedient and upright, a 
claim upon his master to adopt him? Not in the 
least. jLet him be as obedient as he may, he does 
only what is considered to be his duty, and his master 
can chastise him if he neglect that duty. So spiritu- 
ally. "It is not for works of righteousness" which 
we have done that we are adopted. Was it Paul's 
strictly moral life which was the cause of his being 
called? or were his prayers and fastings? No; foirPatd 
was at the very time on his way to Damascus to com- 
mit murder. Was it Peter's holiness which led to 
his becoming a disciple and an apostle ? No ; for he 
was, indeed, a blasphemer. And such was the case 
with many others of whom we read, both in the Old 
Testament and the New. They were all called by 
grace, which signifies a voluntary favour, indepen- 
dently of everything, good or bad, in the receiver. 
And how was it with you ? Can i/ou call to mind 
any features in a strictly moral life, or ai^y great act 
of charity, or any untaintedly devout prayers, which 
enable you to think the Lord chose you for your 
"piety," as it is called, or blessed you for your alms- 
deeds? no; for, perhaps, you never were moral 
^til you were called, and never liberal until your 
Bpul was blessed; or if you were, you now see it wa^ 
^ot from faith, but from a desire to please God, aa 
you then thought, though some of you may think 
you have faith, and yet in your consciences know, 
nowever moral you may outwardly be, you are still 
anything but liberal; and if you are, you put the 
amount on the Cr, side of your ledger, as a set-off 
against so many sins. But depend upon it, that 
ledger must be put into the fire oefore yovL c^ss.5bc\^ 
proof of true faith before Goa.»\vo^«^^x ^^^^ ^^"^^s^ 
your iiberality may deaex^eai^ ^xo^'^:t^ 1^"^ ^^^»^ 
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men; or you may have been moral, as in my case, 
for fear of the consequences of being otherwise. 
«*Tis not for good deeds, good tempers, nor frames; 
From grace it proceeds, and all is the Lamb's.** 

Gratitude. 
Such a thing as an adopted slave proving ungrate- 
ful is rarely heard of in the East. As one says, <'He 
who is habitually ungrateful has no guilt but one. 
All other crimes may pass for virtues in him." Tet I 
confess myself to be of opinion that if a man who 
has bestowed a favour upon another meanly and 
sneeringly tells him of it, all obligation on the part 
of the recipient is cancelled. But, as is well known, 
the most grateful and faithful men in the world "are 
the adopted slaves in the East. They do their 
adopting father's will with double diligence. Before 
their adoption, if they obeyed, it was only from a 
spirit of bondage, for fear of the lash; but now their 
delight is not only to do but to seek their father's 
will; not only to obey his orders, but to anticipate 
his requirements. Yea, they feel that they could, if 
need be, even die for him. 

And is it not so in grace? The sensibly-adopted 
child of God is never so happy as when he is doing 
his heavenly Father's will under a feeling sense of 
his love in his heart. He knows that he was a slave, 
and that it was 

" The sovereign power of God alone 
Made him an heir of bliss ; " 
and he would, if he could, be as holy, inwardly' and 
outwardly, as the angels in heaven; not from servile 
fear, merely because he thinks he must do it, but 
from love and gratitude. Instead of serving and 
obeying as a servant, he loves, honours, and obeys 
as a child. Though he may perform many things 
which he has done before, yet under what a different 
aspect is it ! A master may order his slave to fetch 
a bottle of water, and how slow are his movements ! 
Only look at the slave in the East, — and it is of the 
Orientals I am speaimg; how ridiculously slow are 
-Aar steps; though some, in the hope ot ou^ iK^'Vwfai'^ 
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adopted or set free, may ran. But, while experiencing 
a sense of his adoption, a child of God runs,— runs 
in the way of his Father's precepts, as far as in him 
lies; and though, through the power of the enemy of 
his soul, he may, for a time, seem to slight his Father, 
he never can quite forget him. He may wander to the 
very ends of the earth, but his conscience goes with 
him, and all his wanderings will recoil upon himself. 
As Bunyan says, " He that forgets his friend is un- 
grateful to him; but he that forgets or slights his 
Saviour is unmerciful to himself." 

This is what the apostle refers to in Eom. vii. 6, — 
serving in newness of spirit, and not from the oldness 
of the letter, the old letter, or bondage service, which 
genders only dread, arid from fear of the lash. I would 
not give a pin for a son who merely did his father's 
will from an idea of duty only, or because he expected 
a birthday present or a little extra pocket-money. A 
father might well say to such a son, <* If I be a father, 
where is my honour ? What honour do you give me by 
such a service as that ? It is no proof of your love." 

How many there are, — are we never among them? 
— who pray in their way, from time to time, yet 
often do not much think of sincerely thanking God 
for his mercies ! There were ten lepers healed, but 
only one returned to. give thanks. (Lu. xvii. 13-17.) 
It is often more easy to pray when in trouble than 
to remember deliverances and be thankful ; but when 
trouble comes, shame often comes with it, on account 
of our ingratitude. 

I once read of a person who visited a lunatic 
asylum, when he was asked by one of the poor lunatic 
inmates: ** Did you ever thank God for preserving to 
you your reason? If not, down on your knees at 
once, and thank him now. You see I have lost my 
reason. I know the loss of it. I never thanked God 
for it when I had it." Now, if that poor lunatic were 
ever restored to reason, can we for a moment believe 
that he would ever forget it? Tika\?Ci^ek yccml^^'i^^^ 
Oowper as an instance, as le eox^e^ YDL>Dc\.%^^ ft;'*' 

* See my "Memoira oi'H.ymii.^TSJwf^' 
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8ome years ago, I was for some days on board a 
steamer, with a man whose conversation was, as the 
apostle terms it, filthy ; yet that man would no more 
have thought of going to his berth at night, or leav- 
ing it in a morning, without kneeling down, than he 
would of throwing himself overboard. But why 
should I refer to him? Was I not the same? Yes; 
even at my very worst times, I would not have dared 
to go to sleep without asking forgiveness of God. I 
had no thought of thanking him for his mercies. 
That never entered into my mind; but I did seem to 
have a kind of dread upon me, and, therefore, asked 
for forgiveness. 

Thankfulness and humility go hand in hand. A 
really humble, thankful man cannot possibly be un- 
happy; while an unthankful man cannot be happy. 
The one will bless God for a crust, while the other 
will grumble over a loaded table.* David seemed to 

* On one occasion, when with my family at Unst, Shetlandfl, 
the minister of the parish went with us some miles, visiting 
the poor cottagers, — ^principally widows, whose husbands had 
been lost in a storm while out fishing, on the 16th of June, 
18d7. One poor widow had a child burnt to death on the ^ame 
^ay as that on which her husband was lost, and she had seven 
left, all young. On asking her after her welfare, she said God 
was very good to her. She had a cow, a couple of pigs, and 
lome fowls, and she did very well. It was true she never tasted 
animal food, but she had some nice milk and eggs and bread; 
and the minister was very kind to her; so she aid very well; 
or words to that effect. And she really seemed happy, thouglji 
she lived in a mud cottage, with nothing but turf on the floor 
for a fire, and her fowls and pigs forming part of the family. 

The minister took us to another cottage near. "Now," said 
he, "whatever you did in the other cottage, you must do here, 
or I shall never hear the last of it." This woman had only two 
or three children, and one of them was a young man. I asked 
her, in like manner as I had the other widow, of her welfare. 
Her reply was, she had hard work enough to live. " But have you 
not a cow and some pigs, and does not the minister ^ve you so 
much a month out of the subscription that was made in Eng- 
land for you, besides what he gives you out of his own pocket ? " 
Tes, that was true; but what was that? God dealt very hard 
with her. Now this woman had no idea of thanking God for 
his mercies. She had really more coming in than the other, 
four children less to keep, and one to help her, while the other 
had to dig and do everything herself. I gave both alike, as 
jvcommended bv the minister. With the former we had some 
oonverBation. 8be w&B truly humble and gEatetoU end I was 
SAtisAed that, above all, the grace of God waa iiv\i6X Yx»w:t. '^^i 
t/2e latter I did not 8.%y a word on better tlaings. 
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be quite as thankful for a willing heart to give as for 
being able to give: "What is my people, that we 
shonld be able to offer willingly P It is of thy own 
we have given thee." 

No man can possibly live under a sense of the 
goodness of God to him, and hot strive with all his 
might to do his father's will. 

'* The Christian works with all his power, 
And grieves that he can work no more." 

The adopted ones are " a peculiar people," or, as 
it Inight have been rendered, a purchased, chosen 
people, ''zealous of good works," which must in- 
clude true gratitude. To be zealous is a strong term, 
and yet it does not express half what we sometimes 
feel. It is good to be zealously affected in a good 
cause ; and what adopted one can, in his right mind, 
be at ease in presence of his Master's enemies ? They 
are adopted that they should live holy, righteously, 
and godly. *« Ye are the temples of the Holy Ghost." 
*^ And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols?" What was the temple of God? It was 
holy, had no idols in it, was free from filth; indeed, 
scrupulously clean. So the Lord, referring to this, and 
that his pebple are his temple, says, " t'rom all your 
filthiness and all your idols will I cleanse you." The 
very fact of the Holy Spirit taking up his abode in 
them cleanses them. Ohrist does not give his people 
life that they may be dead, but that they may live 
and be lively; and if they are alive, that life must 
and will manifest itself. If there be a flowing foun- 
tain, there must be running streams. 

When a master has adopted a slave, he can never, 
as already said, make him his slave again. But do 
we ever hear of the adopted one taking advantage of 
this fact to abuse his late master or slight his will? 
No; but with all his heart he ** follows him in the 
way," and takes every opportunity of speaking grate- 
fully in his praise : how kind was his master, and 
now what a good father he has. 

Herein is the great diffetexi^^ ^i^V^^^t^ ^ ^^^ w"^^ 
ihg exalted while he temttinA «b ^\^^^^ ««^^ ^"^^ ^««««. 
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* made a son. The one will become proud and over- 
bearing, the other will be humbled under a sense of 
his master's goodness. It is in prosperity, not in ad- 
versity, that a man's true character will be mani- 
fested. I know some who, when in moderate circum- 
stances, were meek and unassuming as lambs ; but, 
suddenly springing into prosperity, became as osten- 
tatious as peacocks, and ungrateful as the frozen 
adder in the fable. I do not mean to say that an 
adopted one will always be in temper as even as a 
drawing-room floor; but I am pe6:suaded, judging 
from my own experience, he cannot be perpetually 
austere or permanently unforgiving. The "golden 
rule " will, earlier or later, be made his rule; and the 
deeper his sense of his master's goodness to him, the 
more ready will he be to be merciful to others. 
Sometimes troubles are used as a ballast to him, and 
at others joys. Indeed, I believe that a sense of 
pardoning mercy will humble a man more than all 
the threatenings in the world. 

Was it not so with the blind men whose eyes Jesus 
opened? " They spread abroad his fame in all that 
country." (Matt. ix. 81. See also Mark vii. 86.) 
And though Jesus himself had commanded them to 
tell no man, the more he charged them the more they 

. published his fame. So with the man who has re- 
ceived the spirit of adoption. He cannot hold his 
tongue. He can say as Jeremiah says of the word 
of the Lord; it is like a fire in his bones; and it is 
not only on his tongue, as with a mere professor, but 
under it (Ps. cxix. 10, 11) ; that is, in his heart. He 
not only says, " Come and hear, all ye that fear God," 
but sometimes also, " and ye that fear him not, and 
I will tell you what he hath done for my soul;" 
little thinking at the time how soon, in the latter 
case, he will be turned upon and rended. I know it was 
so with me. I could scarce refrain from standing up 
and addressing all the compositors in the office (see 
note on page 65) ; and at one time it was impossible 
^r me to read the proofs. Not only could I not 

£x my mind upon thexn, but my eyea "^et^ ^o ^^ 
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with tears that I could not distingaish the lines, 
much less the letters, and I had more than once to 
give up, and go to my lodgings. One of my com- 
panions, H. G., who with another, W. M. W.,* had 
always taken my part when, just fresh from the 
country, I hardly, in business matters, knew my 
right hand from my left, listened attentively, and 
then begged of me to quiet myself, or I should as- 
suredly become like my poor mother, I having told 
him that, poor dear woman, she had not had her 
reason for many years. I confess I felt for a moment 
shaken; but it was only for a moment. Quiet myself, 
indeed! He might as well have desired me to fly. 

* I had not been in London many days before I obtained a 
situation as a "supernumerary" on the "Sun" newspaper. 
The old hands used every possible device and means to drive 
me away. Their language, as is too much the case in the 
offices of all the London daily papers, was filthy and blas- 
phemous beyond conception. Understanding that I was, as 
they termed it, "the son of a clergyman," they thought this 
would frighten me ; but they were in error. Much of it rather 
suited me than otherwise. Then they tried personal annoy- 
ances of various kinds ; but I was borne up under and through 
all. Two of the men, however, W. M. "W. and H. G., took my 
part, and were of incalculable use to me. Without their aid, 
indeed, I could not have remained, as 1 was almost as ignorant 
of the work of the Daily Press as if I had never seen a print- 
ing office. Well; some years afterwards, when in business in 
London, I received a card: *' Printers* Pension Society. Your 
votes and interest are requested for H. W., widow of the late 
W. M. W." The same day I made the inquiry: "Was this the 
veritable W. M. W.? " It was the same. I united with others, 
and I had the grateful pleasure of seeing his widow elected to the 
£12 a year pension. — In the year 1862, 1 had another card : " Prin- 
ters' Pension Society. Your votes and interest are requested for 
J. G-., widow of the late H. G. ; " the same H. G. as above. I set 
to work. The first year I failed ; but a kind lady at Croydon, 
to whom, or to a friend of hers, I had applied for some votes, 
sent her d64, and a little added to it enabled her to get through 
the year. The next year we secured her the pension, and in 
the year 1866 I was the means, by paying a sura, of getting 
her JbIO a year more. She is still (1876) living. Some may 
call nay recital of these things egotism. Nonsense. No such 
spirit actuates me. My aim is to show the goodness of God in 
putting the means within my powet, and in blessing me with 
a spirit of gratitude on behalf of the representatives of those 
who were friends to me when I needed a friend. In these 
instances, at any rate, the truth of the maxivw ^-eca. ^fef&HiaJ^iLs^cv&^N 
"A kind action is never thicwn awa."^*," axv^^^^"3»^^^ ^^JvKiase* 
opportunity of in any -way repaying Tay \j^^ oV^S.^^'^'^"^' 
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how I longed for the Lord's day to come, that I 
might make known my joys to my friends ! My new 
Master had my whole heart, not half of it only; and 
with that whole heart I praised him, and spoke loudly 
in his praise to others. This was in November, 1838. 

1 had been in an exceedingly desponding state, but 
had had some encouragement &om a letter from my 
dear father, in which he dwelt much upon the pas- 
sage: "Blessed are they which hunger," &c.; and 
still more encouragement from the fact that a 
minister I went to hear in the evening, and of 
whom I then thought well, took the same passage 
for his text; but my encouragement was, indeed, 
only temporary; for it was suggested to me: " How 
would you be, were you now to be laid on a death- 
bed?'* And I dared not attempt to answer the ques- 
tion. A trembling literally came all over me. I 
retired to rest lower in mind than ever, without 
having received the assurance that I was hungering 
and thirsting in a right way, though the remarks iii 
my father's letter and those from the minister wete 
very similar, and I felt persuaded that they could not 
have learnt them from each other. In the morning, 
however, as I awoke, that passage came with great 
force and sweetness to my heart : " There is forgive- 
ness with thee." It came with such power, indeed, 
that I felt in a moment that I was forgiven. My sins 
seemed gone for ever, and, like the psalmist, I sang 
aloud on my bed. The question I have just referred 
to was again suggested to me; but, with tears in my 
eyes, I really laughed at it. I felt quite ready to die, 
and thanked God for giving me the victory thlrough 
Christ, and exclaimed, **0 Grave, where is thy 
victory? Death, where is thy sting?" I saw 
forgiveness in a light I had never seen it in before, 
and I felt that it was mine. Both my body and soul 
rejoiced. I felt as though I had not a sin about me. 
I was as light as the air t breathed, and my soul was 
222 B transport of joy. Well do I remember getting 

np to dresB, and sittmg on the side oi tin^ b^d, un- 
co220oious of the time, until at last I ToLaaL x^^Mq Vi 
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scrionble, as it wel*e, to get off to my duties. I 
seemed as if I were in a new world. I was tolerably 
Well acquainted with the Bible, but that also ap- 
peared new to me, and the promises in it, which came 
to me fast one after another, seemed to be mine ; as, 
indeed, I believe they were and are. I well remember, 
one Lord's day morning, about this time, when going 
to hear a minister in the south of London, accom- 
panied by a son of the late dear Warburton, being a 
little late, the people were singing that hymn : 

" My God, the spring of all my joys." 
And the words were so sweet to me that it seemed 
almost as if they were angels who were singing; and 
1 could join them heartily. 

That I experienced these things, I never for a mo- 
ment question, though I often doubt whether it was 
anything more than natural. The remembrance of it 
is sweet to me at this moment. I see the room, and 
myself sitting upon the bed, hastening to dress my- 
self, yet hardly able to do so. I see all as though it 
had occurred only yesterday. Was it only the elating 
of my natural feelings ? I can only say, though I 
have experienced providential deliverances almost 
miraculous, though I have more than once been 
snatched from an apparent death-bed, though I have 
been blessed with temporal mercies above many, and 
have seen and acknowledged the good hand of God 
upon me in marvellous ways, I never, on any other 
occasion, experienced anything like this. What I 
experienced in the Wilderness of the Temptation, as 
described in ** My Wanderings," was of a softer kind, 
though equally blessed; nor do I believe that my 
natural feelings could by possibility, under any cir- 
cumstances, be worked to the pitch of joy that I felt 
on both occasions. At any rate, if they could be, 
they never have been. 

I went in the power of this for some time, and de- 
voured greedily psalm after psalm and chapter after 
chapter in the Sacred Volume. I awi% ^x^^i^^^^^R?^ 
with the psalmifite, aixi Aoxvea.^^^'^ w^^^^^'*^* 

ItaBked, «*Have 70U tie^^ct feW ^^ ^^^ "^"^ ^^ 
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since that time?" I answer, "Never!" More than 
once have I had the assurance that I was firmly fixed 
on the Eock of Ages; but that assurance has not 
been accompanied with that ecstasy of feeling as on 
the occasions I have referred to ; and I may also say 
that though more than oiice, — nay, times without 
number, I have stood in doubt of my adoption, I 
have never been sunk so low near despair as I was 
when the weight of my sins was first laid upon my 
mind. On the contrary, I have many times proved 
that there is no cloud, however darkt, without a 
streak of light, and that during the darkest night 
there is always a ray of light in the horizon. I 
never felt so humble, yet so joyful; and I have many 
times since proved that the deeper the sense I have 
of my own utter unworthiness, — in other words, the 
humbler I feel, the more I can extol the freeness of 
God's love and mercy; and the more I feel of the 
latter, the more I experience of the former. I dare 
not say that none of the Lord's people get so low, 
after a sweet manifestation of forgiveness, as to be 
absolutely near despair ; but I do not read of any in 
the Bible. Jeremiah (Lam. iii. 18) says, "I said, 
My strength and my hope is perished from the Lord;" 
but how soon he looks back, and then says, ** There- 
fore have I hope." And well might he add, ** It is 
of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed." 
(Ver. 19-22.) And I am quite certain the more a man 
feels gratitude in his heart the more he will defend 
his benefactor against all intruders. 

Yet which of you, who really have experienced a 
work of grace in your hearts, can put your hands on 
your bosoms and say you are not ungrateful? Nay, 
more. Which of you can say you have not thousands 
of times been ashamed to lift up your faces to God 
on account of your ingratitude? The first time I 
ever engaged in prayer at a prayer-meeting, — and 
that was in my father's vestry, my father being 
present, I gave out that hymn of dear Herbert's: 
**H.ow oft I grumble and repine ;" 
^od, having a deep sense of my ingratiluie^l/celuigl^i 
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used Ezra's words: '<! am ashamed, and blush to 
lift up my face to the^, God." If any of you can 
say you have not been so ashamed, you and I are 
not sailing in the same ship, nor are we both on the 
same sea as the saints of old: <*I have loved you, 
saith the Lord. Yet ye say. Wherein hast thou loved 
us?" what ingratitude! Still, if we forget some 
of his benefits, surely we cannot forget all; but who 
can remember all? David remembered that the 
Lord had forgiven his iniquity, had healed all his 
diseases, and redeemed his life from destruction; 
and, as he could not enumerate all, he winds up by 
saying, **Who crowneth thee with loving-kindness," 
&o. He could get no further; for the crown is at 
the top of aU. Thus he sang unto the Lord, and the 
Lord declares he sings over his people. (Zeph. iii. 17.) 

The New Name, the White Stone, t^nd the 

Hidden Manna. 

It is also the case in the East, that when a man 
adopts a slave he gives him a new name. This cus- 
tom is referred to by Isa. (Ixii. 2): **Thou shalt be 
called by a new name, which the mouth of the Lord 
shall name." It is not to be a second-hand name, 
or a mere addendum to the old one ; but a new one ; 
not given by a stranger, but by the Lord's own 
mouth. And what a sweet name that must be which 
is given by the Lord's own mouth! Yea, it is to be 
** an everlasting name, which shall not be cut off" 
(Ivi. 5), implying that the Lord will retain for ever 
those who have it. No man shall take them from 
him, to change their name again. Just as the 
Lord says he will give them a new heart, not mend 
or patch up the old one. **The old heart," as my 
dear father used to say, and as I well know to my 
grief, << is too bad to be mended." It is as hard as 
the nether millstone; so hard that if you strike it 
with a hammer you can make no impression upon 
it. And as the new name is to be given which. ^£5^ 
not be cut off, so Ifce ne^ \ift«tT\» \a \»o \i^ ^^-OK^^asi^ 
they may live. (Deut. "slxx.. 6.^ KsA "Okns^ ^^^-^x^^'^^c^ 
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is, I believe, patt of that *' divine nature " of whiijh 
Peter says those are partakers who have obtained 
precious faith. (2 Pet. i. 1-5.) And it is this which 
causes the Christian's conflict, — the old heart striving 
to be again master, and the new one being detdr- 
mined he shall not be ; the flesh lusting against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh ; all which is 
the effect of a change of masters, or rather of being 
bom again. 

Not only does a master give his adopted slave a 
new name, but he sometimes calls him after his own 
name. And so we find it in Jeremiah. In his days 
the Jews were taken captive to Babylon (lii. 12-16), 
as he had prophesied would be the case; out he also 
prophesied that they should return from their cap- 
tivity. And what then? Their name should be 
changed. Applying it spiritually, he says, " In 
those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem 
shall dwell safely ; and this is the name wherewith 
Ishe shall be called, The .Lord our Eightebusne^s." 
(Jer. xxxiii. 16.) Judah was to be saved, and to b^ 
called after their Saviour: **The Lord our Righ- 
teousness." They are to be called after the name of 
the Lord. (Deut. xxviii. 10.) That name Is to be put 
upon them; so that they have the same natne ai^ 
their Almighty Father ; and it is sure to be accom- 
panied with a blessing. (Num. vi. 27.) 

Again. Not only does the master give a new 
name to an adopted slave, but he changes his clothes, 
and often decorates him with ornaments; so that all 
who see him are made acquainted with the fact that 
he is no longer a slave. The apostle alludes to this 
custom, when he exhorts the Ephesians to put off 
the old man and to put on the new man. " Put 
off your old garments; which are filthy, corrupt, ac- 
cording to the deceitful lusts,*' and wear the robe bt 
righteousness. God has imputed it to you, and so 
do you walk in newness of life, — not in bondage and 
Aar, huh in the liberty of the Gospel; for ye are not 
-tiow ander the Law, — the law of a \>OTii-TQL«ato> but 
^der Grace,— the graeiB of Christ. 
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The blind man whom Jesus called to him (Mark 
X. 46-52) cast away bis garments when he went to 
Jesus. It was a beggar's garment, not only ragged, 
but also, like the garments of beggars in the East at 
this day, exceedingly filthy. Beyond doubt this was 
symbolical. So the Lord said to those who stood 
about Joshua, ^^Take away his filthy garments from 
him;" and he then turned to Joshua, and said, '^I 
will clothe thee with a change of raiment, — the robe 
of righteousness."* And they set a fair mitre on 
his he^id. There was an ornament for him, — a fair 
mitre, not a foul one ; a heavenly one, not a mere 
earthly one. And though Joshua is not represented 
as doing anything, neither casting off his own gar- 
ments or putting on the new one, all being done for 
him, yet it is quite clear that he was in earnest 
when he appeared before the Lord ; otherwise Satan 
would not have been there to resist him* 

I have shown in **My Wanderings" (I. 64) that 
the white stone and new name mentioned in Eev. ii. 
17 refers to a stone given to a victor, his name being 
inscribed on it; and doubtless this is the primary 
meaning; as it says, ** To him tliat overcometh" im- 
plying a war or a struggle of £o:ne land. It is also 
believed by some to refer to the new name given by 
the master to his adopted slave, which was sometimes 
written on a white stone. The like was also some- 
times done in the case of a slave being set at liberty ; 
and the free one always carried it about his person, go 
where he might ; so that if he were seized as a run- 
away, he could show, not only that he was set at 
liberty, by exhibiting the white stone, but, by point- 

* The term robe of righteousnes is doubtless taken from a 
long open cloak, much worn in the East, which reaches down 
to the feet ; and not only reaches to the feet, but covers them. 
Hence also the term covered : '' He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness." No part of the body except the head is 
seen, — not even the feet, wnich are often wandering astray. 
What a mercy that they are covered 1 (Rev. i. 13.) But why is 
the head not covered ? First, figuratively, because the Head, 
the Spiritual Head, needs no covering. Seco\jL<iV:^ ,\Sfs«t»Si?5 ^^'s^- 
cause it is left for the cxo'wn. ia ^l\m.^N.%^'^^'e'«*'^»^^^^^^' 
V. 4; Bev. ii. 10.) 
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ing to the new name thereon, that he was really not 
now a slave, but a free man, yea, perhaps, even a 
son. I am here merely giving literal customs. But 
what a blessing to have this white stone, with our 
new name upon it, — to have it always with us, in our 
hearts, to be ready at all times to show it, to give an 
answer to those who, in a right spirit, ask us of the 
reason of the hope that is in us, that we have not 
merely put on an outward cloak of religion, but have 
been really set at liberty under the Gospel. And this 
white stone is the ** earnest of the inheritance," as 
the apostle says ; that is, of our assurance of heaven. 

The ** hidden manna " is also supposed to refer to 
the dainties on which the adopted one feasted ; and 
no one really knows what these are but he who has 
tasted them. Indeed, the very word ** manna " im- 
plies this: **What is it?" So "the soul, when first 
taken possession of and manifestively pardoned by 
Christ, and tasting his preciousness, exclaims, **What 
is it? How can it be?" He never tasted anything 
like it before, and those only can in any way explain 
it who have themselves tasted it. But the new name 
no man knew save him that had it. So no one knows 
the blessings appertaining to liberty or adoption but 
he who experiences them ; nor can any one realize 
the special blessings or trials which another has. 
(Prov. xiv. 10.) 

Now, should an adopted slave be still thought to 
be a runaway, and be seized, he would send to his 
adopting father for protection. And thus the ears of 
the Lord are ever open to the cry of his people. He 
hears and saves them and delivers them. Well do I 
remember how sweet Ps. xxxiv. was to me once in 
1833, and how sweet the remembrance of it is now, 
though not as the thing itself was then. I seem to 
think sometimes I shall never again on earth realize 
so precious a time. 

Abba, Father! 

No slave in the East is allowed te call his master 
''JFather/* This is the privilege only of children. 
-^a^ as soon as the slave has pasBei ^w^iJdl \»a 
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master's shirt, as I have described on page 52, he 
exclaims, "My Father!" Here again is a beautiful 
Scripture illustration: ** Ye have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father! " That 
is, ** Father, Father!" the term "abba" (Arabic 
" abou ") being the Syriac word for ** father." As 
though the apostle had said, "You did not dare to 
say 'Father' before you experienced the Spirit of 
adoption, for you felt it would really be presumption ; 
but now, having the witness of the Spirit in your 
hearts to your adoption, you can sweetly use that 
endearing term." And mark the expression: "Fe 
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we," 
we the apostles, as well as you, are able to cry, "Abba, 
Father!" 

But were they not as much the Lord's children 
before as they are now? Surely they were, just as an 
infant is as much its mother's child when at the 
breast as when able to prattle or to plainly say, 
" Mother." The Lord loved them, not only when 
they were earnestly seeking him, but also when they 
were dead in sins. (Eph. ii. 4, 6.) 

But why is " Father " repeated ? Why mentioned 
twice ? To make it more impressive ; to express the 
more forcibly the warmth of our feelings. There is 
no mistake about it. Just as in Ps. viii. 1 : " Lord, 
our Lord;" and Ps. vii. 1 : " Lord, my God." So 
here. Not only " Father! " but " My Father ! " ! 
Only to think of that blessed title, and what it im- 
plies! 

" My God, my Father ! Blissful name ! 
O may I call thee mine? 
May I with sweet assurance claim 
A portion so divine?" 

how sweet that hymn of Miss Steele's was once to 
me when on the Nile! (See "Wanderings," I. 827.) 
No one, who has not received the Spirit of adoption, 
has a right to call God his Father. But do we never 
hear persons in prayer say, "Our Father I" ^Kck 
have never even asked them^^^^^ ^^i^ *v^^ *^^r% 
mems, or bow they know ttia\i Qco\ V^ ^i^cL^Yt^^^SoKt^ 
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As the God of creation, he is the Maker of all, and 
may be addressed as suoh; but the apostle spoke of 
a special adoption as sons. It is also true that thd 
Bedeemer, when teaching his disciples to pray, taught 
them to say, ** Our Father! " But we must not over- 
look the fact that they were his disciples whom he was 
addressing, not men dead in sin. Such have no right 
to call God their Father, any more than that wicked 
boy whom I have just heard swearing in the street 
has a right to call himself my son. 

Before we can rightly address God as our Father, 
we must have received the Spirit of adoption spoken 
of by the apostle, — the Spirit bearing witness to our 
spirits that we are the children of God; and this 
cannot be until we have really been made to feel our 
need of him. 

The prodigal called God his Father: ''I will arise 
and go to my Father! " But he had repented; ^d, 
calling to mind his Father's past love towards him, 
he was humbled in the dust, and confessed that 
he was not worthy to be a son. Had he looked upon 
God as an austere judge only, he would not have 
ventured near; but his repentance and his faith went 
together. 

I read in a sermon some time ago that ''all true 
prayer commences with, 'Our Father!'" Indeed! 
Is there no true prayer when a man is under convic- 
tion for sin, and when, so far from being able to call 
God his Father, he sees him only as a consuming 
fire? Did the poor publican say, **My Father, be 
merciful to me?" No; but God, the Judge; for he 
felt himself guilty, and feared the sentence of death. 

A man whose conscience has been made tender, 
and who has a sense of his sad, lost condition, will 
be careful how he addresses God as his Father. But 
do not some of us sometimes feel that we can boldly 
say, ''Our Father," and feel, too, that we are not 
presumptuous in doing so? Yes, truly ; for we have 
the Spirit's witness in our hearts that we are amongst 
^^ Lord's adopted oneB. 
^^^ while, on ibe oqo hand, t\xA tAof^Aft^ «i!ku^ 
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calls God its Father, the Lord, on the other, calls 
the child his son; and not only his son, but his dear 
son. (Jer. xxxi. 20.) 

The Lord, by Jeremiah (iii. 19) asks the question, 
"How shall I put thee among the children?" How 
shall I adopt thee? And then, lest the poor thing 
should die in despair, he immediately adds, " Thou 
shalt call me My Father; " that is, thou shalt know 
that thou hast been adopted; and thus have the 
privilege of saying, ** My Father ! Thou art the guide 
of mty youth." And more, as in Ps. Ixxxix. 26: 
*♦ My Father, my God, and the Eock of my salvation." 

A Father's Oabe. 

Now it is a father's part to provide for his children, 
not merely servants' food, but the best that he can 
afford. And does not the Lord take special care of 
his own? Yes. They shall not want any good 
thing; and, therefore, his eyes, which ** are as a name 
of fire," run to and fro through the whole earth, to 
select, as it were, that which will prove for them the 
best of everything, as well as to see that no enemy 
comes slyly i^on them. "The wise man's eyes are 
id his head " (Eccles. ii. 14) ; looMng well to his path ; 
but more than this, the Lord sits on the circle of the 
earth, so that his eyes can see all round, like those 
in the wheels in Ezekiel's vision. What, then, can 
escape them? 

•Again. A father's eye is, as it were, constantly 
upon his children, to protect them and to keep them 
from danger. I am a firm believer in special provi- 
dences. How many of us can refer to our whole 
past life, and see how many dangers we have escaped ? 
I have travelled tens of thousands of miles, by land 
and by sea; by coach, carriage, and rail; on horses, 
mules, camels, donkeys; in carts, vans, arabas, 
steamers, yachts ; and never, when travelling, suffered 
the slightest personal injury. I have seen ships foun- 
dering in storms; I have just preceded ot fe\kss^^^ 
some most alarming railwaj waS.<io%53!£i^'^"w^^^"^S^»N 
bat mt Btm (Odr. iWh, 1W6> \i«», ^ tsvotot^ss^*^ ^-^ 
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God's care and goodness. I once, when a boy, fell 
from a load of hay, at Bubnell, Derbyshire, and was 
just snatched away from the wheels of the waggon 
in time to be saved from being under them. A wool- 
pack once fell upon me in Piccadilly, Manchester, 
and stunned me; but, to the surprise of every one 
about at the time, did me no serious injury. A 
straw-bonnet maker's block once fell upon my head, 
and made a gash in it, the mark of which remains. 
How was it I was not killed? Once when on Snow- 
don, in North Wales, I was so charmed with the en- 
chanting echoes that are to be thereon heard, the 
echo sweetly singing, as it were, all the parts of music, 
echoed and re-echoed until they died away in the 
distance, that I went to the edge of a precipice that 
I might hear the more distinctly. A stone gave 
way feom under my foot. I slipped, and fell. My 
brother-in-law seized hold of me by the collar, and 
saved me from being dashed to pieces down the pre- 
cipice. Was it by mere ** accident " that he was 
there ? One Christmas, when a youth, I was going 
to a village a little way from Stockport, when a 
"gentleman" in the coach (there were no railways 
then) ** happened" to be going to the same place. I 
readily joined company with him, as the night was 
very dark and the way lonely. But, when we ar- 
rived at Stockport, an old companion "happened" 
to be at the coach office, preparing to return to 
Manchester by the coach in which I had arrived. 
Seeing me with the aforesaid "gentleman," he called 
me on one side, and said, "Do you know who that 
man is?" "No," I replied. " Why, he was only 
let out of the New Bailey prison last week;" and, at 
the risk of losing the coach, he started off with me 
as hard as we could run until I was out of danger. 
Was all that mere " accident?" I was once with a 
companion in the Olympic Theatre, London, to see 
Madame Vestris. Two police officers came to the 
seat behind us, and called out, "You two come out; 
j^oa are two known thieves 1 " My companion and I 
ifotL. thought he WB,& addressing tib, wqAI Vtwito\^ 
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like a leaf; not that I was a thief, but. fearing I had 
been mistaken for one; but they were two men be- 
hind us who were addressed. I was, however, so fright- 
ened that I never went to a theatre afterwards. Was 
that an " accident ? " "When a boy, I was afflicted with 
scrofula. My left arm was greatly affected. Our 
family doctor set an issue right in the elbow-joint of 
my left arm ; so that to this day I cannot properly 
bend my arm ; and then said nothing could save it 
but amputation. My dear father was then in London, 
and heard of a medicine (Dr. Webster's English 
Diet Drink) which had been made exceedingly useful 
in innumerable cases. He sent some down for me. 
Not only was my arm saved through it and with the 
blessing of God, but all scrofulous affection removed 
from my system. Was it by "accident" that my 
father heard of that medicine just in time to be the 
means of saving my arm, and probably my life ? In 
1843 I was given up for consumption. Some did not 
believe it possible I could live for twelve months. I 
was ordered to winter in Malta, &c. ; and as pulmo- 
nary symptoms, such as the expectorating of blood, 
&c., appeared again and again, again and again I 
had to winter abroad, my last journey being in the 
beginning of 1874. At Jerusalem, in April, 1864, 
I was attacked with fever, dysentery, &c., and subse- 
quently reduced to about 90 lbs. in weight.* In the 
following June, being then at my own house, I ex- 
pectorated not less than a quart of pure pus, from a 
large abscess in one of my lungs, so the doctor said ;t 

* While at Jerusalem, I was hardly expected to recover, and 
I confess I for a time thought it very hard that I should die so 
far from home and friends. Often, when I have been driving 
along a country road or through a village, I have seen a mother 
rush out of a cottage and catch up her child, which was in the 
road, to save it from the risk of being run over; and how angry 
the child has been ! How it has cried, little thinking that the 
mother was rescuing it from danger. 

t In "My Wanderings" (1. 6^7) I ^ve an account of Sir Jamea 
Clark and Dr. Boots having exammed my chest, and that the 
former said it was my ri^ht lung which was affected, and the 
latter the left, staking his reputation, as a more ex^eri&rL<!.«^6^ 
man than Sir James, upofn the Iwit,'^^ ^x.^^^V'a^ivcL^-^R'^S^isa^ 
the hospitalB fox 40 yeaw. 1 wax txo^ V,0^^.. A^^'S^\.<3^^^^cs^^'^«^^ 
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and from that time for ten years I had no very seri* 
ons chest ailment. Was it by ** accident " that I had 
dysentery, &o., which was the forerunner of this 
manifest improvement ? And so I might go on. t 
sometimes think no man living has been more 
watched over and favoured by my Father in pro- 
vidence than I have, though I had not, at one time, 
^es to see it. 

The Witness. 
It was the custom with the Bomans, that when a 
master adopted a slave, it had to be done in the 
Forum, or Court-house (See "Wanderings," I. 578), 
in presence of a magistrate ; and that magistrate was 
the witness. Paul uses this custom as a figure, when 
he says, in writing to the Bomans, " The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are bom of 
God." What higher witness can we have? **The 
Spirit of God himself." A single word dropped into 
our heart by the Holy Spirit: **I have loved thee, 
yes thee,'' is worth more than the witness of all the 
magistrates in the world. It is, ** because ye are 
sons," says the apostle, that ** God hath sent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying. Father, 
Father!" Though all the ministers and friends with 

by an eminent chest physician, that my left lung is almost en- 
tirely congested, and that my complaints are chronic bronchitis, 
atrophic emphysema, and secondary fibroid degeneration; my 
left lung being nearly altogether hepatized. From 183S 1 had 
haemoptysis, or bleeding of the lungs, renewed again and again 
for years, inducing me to pass six -whole winters and part of two 
more in the East. Is it not wonderful that my life has been so 
long spared ? Yet, through God's mercy, I am far better in my 
general health than I was 40 years ago. 

Some years ago. Dr.. now Sir W. Jenner, who had been con- 
sulted by my late wife, expressed a desire to see me, bavins 
heard of my case as stated In " My Wanderings." I went, and 
was with him for a full hour. I told him what Sir J. Clark, 
Dr. Boots, and others had said ; and I then gave it as my opinion 
that aU were wrong, as it was well known that an ulcerated lung- 
could not be cured. "I differ from you," he said. " Now listen 
to- me. I once gave a man up for an ulcerated lung. Twelve 
years afterwards I was sxunmoned to a consultation, and to my , 
surprise found it was the same man. He died; but not from 
conBumpMon bntpezitomtia. We had &po8t mortem examinaiioii,.. 
fff^pp^aelf took four oTmcea of soHa cTaLaiktioia\a%\e&\\>sva:» 
^at had been ulcerated, but afterwaidB \)ecMXift ^io^xg!6«^fc^. 
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Whom we may converse may assure ns that we are 
sons, as we bear the marks of adoption, all will be 
of no avail until the Spirit himself comes, and bears 
Aiff witness; and then we can no more donbt than 
before we could believe. But how often have we, over 
and over again, to cry, 

" O bear thy witness with my heart 
That I am bom of God." 

I bless the Lord that I have had this witness more 
than once; but I need it again and again; for I am 
prone to think th^t it was merely my well-stored 
head, and not my heart, that realized it; but there is 
no mistake about the difference when I experience it 
again. How soon Mary recognized the Saviour's voice 
at the sepulchre, though he only said one word, — 
" Mary! " And how the sheep recognize the voice of 
their shepherd! And so do we who have been really, 
as it were, called by name, for some have been so 
called;* and we who have once heard the Shepherd's 
voice, — ** Thou art mine 1 " know it from all others 
when we hear it again ; and we who have once ex- 
perienced the Spirit's witness know it from all other 
witnesses by the effect it has on our very hearts ! 

When a man in the East buys a slave, he gene- 
rally tattoos him; that is, he puts some indelible 
mark upon him, by which he may know him; just 
^s a farmer marks his sheep. So Paul, having the 
witness that he had been bought by Christ, says 
he bore in his body the marks of his Master. And 
what were those marks? Stripes, Five times he 
Teoeived forty stripes save one; thrice was he beaten 
with rods; and these left their marks, as there was 
no mistake about a flagellation with rods, formed, 
iM they were, of elm twigs. The afflictions of Paul 
** were not only in his soul, but in his flesh " (Ool. 
i. 24); and he bore about in his body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus. Not for any crime; but because 
he could not hold his tongue, but would go about 

* I once at a prayer-meeting felt constrained to ask the Loid. 



to caU me by name, as he did tbft '?7oi&a:&. «*» "Oaft ^^^^'^^^^'^^SI 
Mary / That simple pertbdoi 
had tor years been a seekeT. 
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speaking well of his new Master. And he well knew 
that if he suffered with him And for him, they would 
be glorified together. ** If we suffer with him, we shall 
also reign with him.** 

When the slave was thus tattooed, or marked, he 
was made acquainted with the fact that he had a new 
master. So says the apostle: "Ye were sealed,** or 
marked, *'by the Holy Spirit of promise;*' **Who 
hath also sealed us, and given us the earnest of the 
' Spirit in our hearts," — ^the earnest, not only that we 
have a new Master, but that we have been adopted; 
the term sealing here signifying marking. 

Waiting for the Adoption. 

A man may long have it in his mind to adopt a 
slave before the slave knows anything about it. He 
may not have the slightest conception of such a thing. 
So with Jehovah. The fact of adoption took place 
in eternity, as expressed in Eph. i. 4, 5. But the act 
is made known only in time. Christ called Peter 
and others to him, and they became his disciples; 
but they knew nothing of Christ until he called them. 
So when Christ went up into a mountain, he called 
to him whom he would. (Mark iii. 13.) But were 
they then just adopted? No. It was because they 
had been long before adopted that they were called, 
though they knew nothing of the fact. 

A Eoman master, however, sometimes told a slave 
that on some future day, but without naming a day, 
he would take him to the Forum, and publicly de- 
clare that he had adopted him. And how anxiously 
did the slave wait and look for that dayl To this 
the apostle refers in Kom. viii. 23: ** Waiting for 
the adoption." That is, waiting for the time when 
the adoption should take place; waiting for the time 
when He whom our souls love above all others shall 
say, **Thou art mine!" Paul was writing to the 
Bomans, and they, of course, would well understand 
his meaningin a literal sense. And Jeremiah (Lam. iii.) 
sajrs, *'It IB good to hope and quietly wait for the 
salvation oS God, " — guietly wait. 1 lot t^om<^ HJoaa 
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had a hope in my breast before I realized the bless- 
ings of adoption. I read and heard the Word, and 
oyer and over again I had a hope that I should be 
found right at last ; but never had I had so good a 
hope as on one occasion when hearing a minister 
(Mx. H. Fowler) preach, on November 8th, 1838, 
from Lam. iii. 25: <<The Lord is good unto them 
that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh him." 
While expatiating, as Mr. F. did, on the blessedness 
of being able to wait, I said to myself, "But I have 
waited so long." **How long have you waited?" 
exclaimed Mr, F., as though he had read my very 
thoughts. * * Fourteen years ? For Abraham had to 
wait that time; but he got the promise at last." 
"No," I said, "I have not waited as many months." 
"And the longer you have to wait," continued Mr. 
F., "the sweeter will the fulfilment of the promise 
be when it comes." This was enough for the time. 
A great weight was taken off my mind, and my heart 
rejoiced. This was "rejoicing in hope.*' (Bom. xii. 
12.) I felt willing to wait, though I dare not say I 
waited very patiently. I wanted more than this. 
There was the promise, and I in some measure re- 
joiced in it. But it was not until the following 
Tuesday that it was fulfilled in my experience; and 
that was by the application of Ps. cxxx. 4, as men- 
tioned a few pages back. 

Have you never had a hope that you were adopted, 
and yet not the full assurance? Well, but God has 
promised it to all who hope in his mercy. Therefore 
what a mercy it is to be enabled to hope on, and 
wait, and to look earnestly. God promised Abraham 
a son; but he did not tell him on what day he would 
fulfil his promise, though the time was fixed in his 
own mind.* Why should we be told to wait, if no 

* It is dear to my mind that Abraham's complaint had not 
reference only to the fact of his having no son^ but to the non- 
fulfilment of the Lord's promise that the Messiah should come 
from his loins : " In thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed." He believed it, and yet he •wea tvt«i^ <s^ ^"s>aiyai%Vs«- 
it. From Gen. xvii. 17, and x^jm. \'i», Vt w^^fe^^. ^^^*^, 
Abraham and 3arah laugkx^a ^\iexL \;ti.e^ ^«t^ ^xcrsaasw^^^'^ 
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delay were likely to take plaee? And the mere foet 
of waiting implies hope. A man will not trouble 
about that for whioh he has no hope; but, if he be 
in earnest, he will wait with all perseveraaee and 
watching unto prayer. This is the " patience of 
hope" mentioned in 1 Thess. 1. 8. ''The vision is 
for an appointed time. Though it tarry, wait for it. 
It shall come." There is no uncertainty about it. 
It "will not tarry " beyond that appointed time. "I 
have waited for thy salvation, Lord." "This is 
our God; We have waited iot him." He will eome 
and save us." So says the psalmist also. (xl. 1.) 

Neither does the Lord say kow the blessing snail 
come. "We may want it one way, but, perhaps, the 
Lord has appointed one the very opposite. It may 
come while we are in prosperity, but most likely, 
while we are in sackcloth ; but the blessing is the 
same. We may be groaning within ourselves, asr 
Paul says; but, as he hoped, so he with patience 
waited, the Spirit helping his infirmities, sustaining 
him, while he hoped and waited. 

The Bbide, the Lamb's Wipe. 

Mahomet said that the strongest tie in the world! 
is that between mother and son; and his followers 

'"'■■■■ ■ ■ » M ■■ ■■-■ ■-■- ■ ■..■ — .._-■■■ ■_,., ■■>■ ■l.»^ 

and upon first reading those passages it would seem as though 
the laughs were of the same land; bnt it was not so. Abraham 
laughed for joy, and Sarah from unbelief : therefore it was that 
the Lord rebuked Sarah while he heard the prayer of Abtaham 
on behalf of Ishmael, that he also should become a great nation. 
Abraham fell upon his face, an act of adoration ; but not so 
Sarah. The very nam.e which Abxaham gaye to his son, when 
bom, proves that his was not a lau|^ of ridicule. That name 
was Isaac, which signifies laughter, or joy. " Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted unto him for nghteousness." (Bom. 
iv. 8.) Now we are not told in G-enesis that he believod Gk>d, 
the fact speaking for itself ; and no doubt the Bedeemer referred 
to the fact when he said, " Abraham saw my day [by faith,] 
and he saw it [in Isaac] and was glad," or laughed, or rejoiced. 
(Jno. viii. &^,) " And thou shalt be a father of many nations," 
said the Lord to Abraham. In what sense ? First, litenJlr ; 
he was the father of the lecraeUtefl, the Xshmaelites, and all we 
j>Bqp}eB springing from his wife Keturah, — the children of Zim- 
-nuT, Jokebtai, Meditn, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. Secondly; 
Jg^'^f^J^/ and this is what is mainly intendftai. "Wlnarttaws 
jTow^d^' unto the Meanah, who descended ftomYAaVatoa, 
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at the preeent day are of the same opinion, as were 
and are also the Jews. Bat, strong as that tie is, it 
is quite clear that the Lord did not intend that, 
amongst his family, it* should be so considered. 
Hence he says by Isaiah (Ivi. 5) that he would give 
them ^' a better name than that of sons and of 
daughters, — an everlasting name, that shall not be 
cut off;" and in Bev. xxi. 9 we are told what that 
name is, '*the bride, the Lamb's wife." A man may, 
from various causes, leave his father's house; but a 
loving wife and husband remain together until death 
does them part; '<a name that shall not be cut off." 
**This may be a great mystery" to you, said the 
apostle, who have always had an idea that you can 
divorce your wives when you please; **but I speak 
concerning Christ and his church."* There is no 
divorce there. Where he is, there his bride must be 
also. And where is that? In eternal glory. It 
would be in vain to try to explain this to others. 
We only who have felt somethmg of the sweetness 
of the endearing tie can realize the force of the 
mystery. ^_____ 

CHAPTErv v.— SLAVES TAUGHT THE 
BELIQION OF THEIB MASTEBS. 

Convinced op Bin. 

If a man in the East buy a slave, it is expected 
that he wiU bring him up in his own faith; and 
generally there is no difficulty in this respect. There 
is, perhaps, not a slave throughout the Mahometan 
world who does not call himself a Mahometan; 
though, as Mr. Lane says, many of them know no 
more about their religion than a child. They regu- 
larly say tteir prayers, but often it is only to please 
their masters. 

But not so spiritually. It is the special work of 

* Ther* ean be no doubt that Paul was a widower, as he had 
the jpxiviLege of ^iag several things which the Jewish law 
would not hive sudetea him to do had he rL<K^«t \i^«Q.^ss^2cc^^a^» 
td say nothing of thA ftiifW)^^ Vxi TR\&te\L e^wj ^«vj2vv^^^ ^^^ 
b$ld py the Jews. 
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the Holy Spirit to bring np all the adopted ones in 
the religion of Jesus; and he brings them up effec- 
tually. Hence we read: **A11 thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord;" *'He shall teach you all 
things;" and ** As many as are led" (or taught) "by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." "He 
shall take of mine and show it unto you.'* How 
can a man live in Canaan if he know not the lan- 
guage of Canaan? How can he live in the palace 
of the king unless he be educated as a prince ? Take 
a poor hedger and ditcher, and put him at the table 
of a nobleman, how awkward he would seem I He 
would require severe drilling before he could have 
either grace'or elegance in any way fit for it. So 
a special teaching is indispensable before a man can 
unite with the Lord's family; and it is the work of 
the Holy Spirit thus to fit and prepare him. He is 
the Eoyal Teacher ; and the first lesson he teaches 
his children is, that they are sinners, sinners against 
a holy God; and he teaches them this so thoroughly 
that all the men in the world could not, if they tried, 
convince them to the contrary. He teaches them 
that truth in their innermost parts. They feel that 
they are sinners. Nay, more. However upright they 
may have been in the world, though they may have 
the consciousness of never having wronged a fellow- 
creature of a farthing, or of having, in the eyes of 
men, committed any one sin, they, sooner or later, 
learn that in the sight of God they are not only 
sinners, but great sinners. The Holy Spirit shows 
them a little of the spirituality of the Law, and they 
are made to feel that they have broken it in thousands 
of instances, in thought, word, and deed; that, as I 
have elsewhere said, every evil thought is a sin, much 
more every evil act ; and that, as the Law searches 
into the innermost recesses of the soul, not a single 
thought can escape its observation. The man is 
astounded, and wonders how it is he did not know 
thBSB things before. Often enough, perhaps, had he 
read the words, ''AM have sinned," and that was 
^Asjr enough; but now he is comp^YLea. \iO W5/'\ 
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have sinned;" and to say this and feel it, is one of 
the hardest lessons in the world. But all hesitation 
is removed from this man. He not only feels that he 
has sinned, bnt that he is condemned, and that it 
is JTist that he should be; and* instead of wondering 
that the wrath of God is felt by him, he wonders 
that it has not been ponred out upon him long ago. 
He may have come from^the North, — cold stoicism; 
from the South, — calm pharisaism; from the West, 
— ^health and gayefcy; or from the East, — a life of 
licentiousness; but he must come to this point ere 
he can have a foundation laid for any well-grounded 
hope of salvation. If he have been a vile profligate, 
he knew he was bad, but had no idea he was so bad; 
and, if a Pharisee, he finds all his righteousnesses are 
but as filthy rags. 

Besides this, we (for I know what I am writing 
about) are made to possess even the sins of our youth. 
It will not do to think they are only sins of igno- 
rance, or of thoughtlessness; for they were equally sins 
against God. Sins of ignorance cannot be spoken 
or thought lightly of, as the sacrifices which had to 
be offered for them prove. (Levit. v. 15.) They may 
not be brought to our minds all at once ; but some 
to-day and some to-morrow. The psalmist says, '*! 
am afflicted, and ready to die from my youth up." 
That is, I believe, his sins from his very youth now 
afflicted him. Hence he adds, << While I suffer thy 
terrors [on account of those sins] I am distracted.'* 
(Ps. Ixxxviii. 15, 16. See also xxv, 7; Job xiii. 26; 
Jer. iii. 25.) We are debtors to do the whole law, 
and no Statute of Limitations can be pleaded here. 
And not only the guilt of sins committed will be laid 
upon the conscience, but of sins projected. We feel 
the weight of the one as much as of the other, and 
may tremble on account of the one as much as of 
the other. 

In 1888 I lived at Ghelsea. I had before this 
been impressed with the thought that if I died as I 
then was, I should die in an a^vtoi ^\»'ftXA* ^.^aa^^sS^ 
my ungodly companionB a\tQi^<^^<^^> "^^ ^a»x»sSL. 
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and had a child; but I rarely attended a place of 
worship, often staying at home to attend to the 
child, as fpr some time we had no servant, and my 
poor wife was laid up si-ck. Still» as J had begun to 
reform, I was determined, as I thought, to have 
everything right as soon as possible. But one Sun- 
day morning I found that my wif^ had forgotten to 
order any nleat for dinner, and I went out to procure 
some. I thought nothing of it until I was paying 
the money; and then such a horror seized me that 
I was literally almost blinded. I felt as if I had 
been entombed in ice, and could hardly tell how I 
ever reached home. 

This was the climax. This sin lay with tremendous 
weight upon my poor soul. I now began in earnest 
to pray that some way might be opened that I could 
regularly attend chapel, read my Bible, and be every- 
thing which a man ought to be. Sometimes I argued 
thus with myself: **If the doctrine of Arminianism 
be true, I will do all I can to be saved ; and if not 
true, and I am lostj the fault will not he mine!" How 
awful ! However, my prayers became more and more 
earnest, and I more and more anxious. And how 
were my prayers answered? By the solemn hand of 
death. 1 went to the office as usual one morning, 
returning home about five o'clock in the afternoon, 
and found that my wife had been seized with cholera. 
In a few hours she w^s a corpse. I rushed out of 
the room in a state of madness, and these words 
sounded in my ears as though sonie one really shouted 
them out: ** I will answer thee by terrible things in 
righteousness.''*' Instead of asking the Lord to Jiave 
mercy on me and prepare me for death, I exclaimed, 
<< Bighteousness I What righteousness can there be 
in that, to snatch my wife from me in such a way ? " 
Alas, alas 1 Such was my rebellion ! But it was in 
righteousness after all ; for by this means the Hojy 
Ghost gave me my fii^ lesson as to ho.w I sjbpod 
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before God.. Ail before this had only been outside; 
bnt now I felt I must know something I never yet 
had known, or I ihnst be lost for ever. I strove 
hard to make myself believ^ that as I had not fallen 
ihto such and such siiis, there might be hope forme; 
but a host of sins which I had ooihmitted, and others 
I had projected, appeared to rush into my mind ^t 
once, knd stopped my mouth; and I was constrained 
to confess before God, for the first time, that I was 
a sinner, a great sinner. Such was my first lesion. 

I then was compelled to acknowledge that I had 
no claim upon God to save me, and that if he did 
so, it must be of his own free and sovereign will ; 
and I felt that if I were lost for ever it would be no 
more than I deserved ; and I was led, consequently; 
anxiously to inquire how matters stood. Theh it 
was that the parable of the Pharisee and the publi- 
can came to my mind ; and from my very sbul I 
cried out, << God be merciful to me, a sinner." S&taH 
told me it was a ** stereotyped '* prayer. But stereo- 
typed or iiot, I felt that it suited me. If I never 
before knew what prayer was, I did then ; and I felt 
that 1 could part with all I had if I could only be 
assured that that prayer would be mercifully an- 
swered. 

About this time I visited Manchester, and heard 
a Mr: E. in my father's pulpit. He said that some 
hated or avoided sin, not because it was sin, but for 
fear of the consequences. I felt that thiit was my 
case. In the evening I heard my father in continu- 
ation; as it were, of the subject. He described the 
way in which we could distinguish whether our de- 
sires to keep from and our hatred of sin were of God, 
or were only mere nature ; observing that if we hoped 
by so doing to merit God's favour, and were never 
delivered from that, it was not from God. Here 
again I was condemned ; and in that state returned 
to London. I was not satisfied that my strivings 
and anxieties were imything but natural. 

It was after this that I li^wt^ ,\?a^ \^^ "'^^^ "^- 
Fowler, at GOwer feiteet, febm, ** ^\^^ ^^^^ Ss. %^^^ 
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to them that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh 
him '' (Lam. iii. 25), as i|ientioned in another place. 
I was sure I was seeking the Lord, and seeking him, 
too, above every other object. Mr. F. minutely de- 
scribed the spot where I was, adding that he knew all 
about it, as he had travelled the same path before 
God assured him that he was redeemed from destruc- 
tion. It was that assurance that I wanted. ** Well," 
say you, "why didn't you take it? Why did you 
not believe?" Don't talk such nonsense. If ever 
you had been here you would know that you could 
no more take the assurance of forgiveness, no more 
believe to the saving and comfort of your soul, thati 
you could fly. '< Simple faith," as it is called, 
** taking God at his word," is of no use to a poor 
soul who has been, by the blessed Spirit, taught in 
earnest his sinnership, and is being taught his own 
helplessness. Eeal faith is of the operation of God 
the Spirit, and the ground must be prepared before 
the fruit can be produced. A man who can " simply 
believe " when he pleases can also disbelieve when 
be pleases; but the adopted ones in the Holy Spirit's 
school can do neither the one nor the other. *' It is 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord." I have the reputation 
of having, through God's gifts, been a thorough man 
of business. I am not aware that I ever undertook 
anything which really mastered me ; I was always 
skUfol in argument, superlative in joke and sarcasm, 
well versed in most worldly things, and never afraid 
of anything or anybody ; but hercy in the Holy Ghost's 
school, I found my ignorance and weakness.* No 
man in the world ever strove harder to believe than 
I did, or was more rebellious than I sometimes was 
that my strivings should be so useless; but it over 
and over again appeared as though the harder I 
strove the farther I was from the goal; and I was 
at last made to /<^/ what I had previously only nomi- 
nally seen, or believed, that God is a sovereign. I 
knew that God could save me if he would. There 



*Som0 may call thia egotiam. I again boJj^^m^ ^^ I 
rorJus temporal gifts I Let them catt it -whsA ^©5 ^^ftw». 
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was faith ; but would he ? There was doubt. If there 
were no doubters, half the Bible would be useless ; 
for there is more said to encourage them, to raise 
their hopes, than to exalt rejoicers. Yet some pre- 
sumptuous professors ridicule all idea of doubting. 
I cannot believe that such have ever been where I 
was at this time. A garden that will not grow weeds 
will not produce flowers ; but the head gardener will 
never allow the weeds altogether to choke the flowers. 
Which of the saints of old, of whose experience we 
have any record, was always in the full assurance of 
faith? Was David, or Job, or Paul? But I may 
not dwell upon this. 

It may be, indeed mostly is, the case, that when 
first awakened to feel the soreness of his bondage, 
and the awful state in which he stands before God, 
the man begins with all his might to say his prayers, 
and to vow and promise what he will and will not 
do for the future. He has done this and that, and 
will do so no more; or he has left undone tins or 
that, but all shall henceforth be done. And, perhaps, 
he in some measure performs. But all this is a legal 
servitude. It is like the Jewish worship, which was 
indispensable as a preliminary one, but it had no 
glory in it, that is, comparatively, by reason of the 
glory that should follow. The law cannot forego one 
iota of its demands. It is like pure steel ; we may 
break it, but cannot possibly bend it. It is not like 
wire, which may be drawn out to any length; nor 
like quicksilver, which may be contracted to any 
density. It is fixed, and neither heat nor cold can in 
any way affect it. The man feels that all is not 
right. The law of God, in its immutability and 
holiness, is more and more plainly set before him, 
and he seems to get further and iurther from com- 
plying with its demands. Not that in reality he 
does so ; but that he is led more and more clearly to 
see what those demands are, and, consequently, more 
and more his inability to comply with them. As soon 
as he is, in reality, an outwax^-^Vj^X^istTs^^sxs.C^^'^^^^ 
believeB and feels homsell io \i^ %1'^oic^'e^ qi^^'^'N ^"^^ '^^^ 
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he brush the feeling aside ; for it cleaves to his very 
heart. 

I am confident, and I speak feelingly, that there is 
no labour in the world so trjring as the labour of the 
law, nor any greater pangs, unless, indeed, it may be 
under captivity, as I have elsewhere said. Though I 
knew in my judgment that it was impossible to keep 
the law, yet for months I laboured hard to do so, 
and to make amends for my past life. But, do what 
I would, I could hear nothing but, ** Pay me what 
thou owest!" There was scarcely a night in the 
week, except Saturday, in which I did not attend 
some preaching service or other; but could get no 
sympathy. * * Pay me what thou owest ! ' ' ** Pay me 
what thou owest!" was continually ringing in my 
ears. Yet all this time I was walking as circum- 
spectly and living as uprightly as most men ; but 
that afforded me no consolation, for I appeared to 
be getting further and further off. It had, too, a 
marked effect on my health. David said his bones 
cleaved to his skin, and I am sure my ffesh wasted. 

I have in my time, through one misfortune (as. it 
is called) and another, lost thousands of pounds, — far 
more than I have left. I have been so hemmed in 
that I hardly knew which way to turn, and seen no 
way of escape from a meeting of my creditors. I 
have suffered affliction of body for years, almost 
without intermission, hardly a day having passed 
during which I coald say I had been free from pain ; 
I have experienced the loss of wife and children, and 
had taken from me the two dearest friends I ever had 
in the world ; but all was as nothing compared with 
what I endured when the Holy Spirit laid affliction 
upon my loins, and showed me what a sinner I was, 
— not only my outward sins, but my heart sins, until 
Christ was manifested to me as my Eedeemer ; and 
then, as all my temporal losses and afflictions had 
seemed b^ nothing compared with the affliction of 
my soul, so now they all seemed as nothing for joy. 
Tjbe frst real conviction I ever experienced was, I 
^>elieve, that mentioned in page 86. 1^o\i \5a».\» \\i»A. 
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ever been able to sin without a consciousness that I 
was doing wrong, and not that my sin of swearing 
had not caused me to feel shame; but in no case 
was there any piercing remorse until now. And it 
was not momentary, but lasting. Sins which I had 
long forgotten rose before my eyes in myriads. I 
did not dare deny nor did I attempt to palliate them. 
On the contrary, I was made at once honestly to con- 
fess all, and to seek forgiveness, while I laboured 
hard to avoid them for the future. I knew well that 
there was no forgiveness but in and through the Be- 
deemer, and I sought that forgiveness earnestly. I 
believe this was a working from life as well as, in 
part, for life, though I knew it not. 

It is recorded of Lord Nelson that, when dying, he 
said to his chaplain, *' I have not been vl great sinner ! " 
yet at that very time he was living apart from his 
wife, because of his attachment to another woman ; 
and almost with his dying breath' requested that a 
lock of his hair might be sent to that woman ; and 
some, indeed, think he was living in a sin for which, 
under the old dispensation, no atonement could be 
made. How different from this was the declaration 
of Paul: ** Christ came into the world to save sinners, 
of whom I am chief;" yet we do nbt read that after 
his conversion he ever fell into any outward sin ; but 
he found a law in his members Warring against the 
law of his mind; and this brought him mto captivity, 
yes, really into captivity, to the law of sin and death. 
And though it was, in a measure, kept down by the 
power of grace, yet it was strong enough to make liim 
cry, ** wretched man that I am! ** And the same 
feelings made David say, ** My wounds stink and are 
corrupt." And often have I now to ask, ** What fruit 
was there in those things whereof I am now ashamed ? " 

Can a man who, perhaps, never committed any 
great sin in his life feel that he is the chief of sinners ? 
Yes, 'tis even so. God never pardons a man until he 
has been made to plead guilty, and sign his own death- 
warrant. Take the centurion as an instance. W^ 
read that he was ** a 4e\o\x\» mw\> wA ^xvjb S^iais*\ft»xs5i. 
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God with all bis honse, and who gave much alms to 
the people, and prayed to God alway;" yet it is clear 
he was in distress about bis soul; for in Acts xi. 14 
we read that Peter should tell him words whereby he 
and his bouse should be saved; and in verse 18 we 
read that God bad granted to the Genliles repentance 
unto life. 

It is not invariably the case that this conviction of 
sin is caused by the application of the letter of any 
passage of Scripture. I believe many a man is by the 
Holy Spirit convinced of sin who never heard a pas- 
sage in the Bible in his life ; but the spirit of the Word 
is applied to his conscience ; and whether the spirit 
and the letter, or the spirit only, the effect is the same. 
The man has a sense of sin, and of the wrath of God 
on account thereof, in the one case as much as in the 
other. 

So again, a man may, as in my case, see the plan 
of salvation without feeling that he is interested in it. 
It is good to have eyes to see, but unspeakably blessed 
to feel, not only the plan of salvation, but that we are 
secured in it. We cannot judge of a man in any way 
merely by what he sees. He may see a table richly 
spread, but, being sickly, have no appetite to partake 
of the food; but if he feel hungry, and be able to eat 
freely and digest perfectly, we know that he is in a 
healthy state. So a man may see and heartily approve 
of the truths of the Bible ; but if he do not feel his 
need of them, they are of no use to him. 

Sometimes a man is convinced of his sin in a way 
of judgment, as in the case of Manasseh (2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 11-18), and sometimes in a way of direct mercy, 
as in the case of Saul of Tarsus. Sometimes he may 
be convicted while in the act of committing some sin, 
or preparing to do it. Saul was really on his way to 
Damascus to commit murder, when he was arrested. 
John Marrant was just struggling in the crowd to lift 
the horn to his mouth to disturb the congregation, 
when Whitefield gave out his text: "Prepare to meet 
/-4r (3^od, O Israel/' The black in the public-house, 
^^o was required by his companions to ini\\.«bW^\i\W 
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field, caused the whole to decamp by exclaiming, with 
something of Whitefield's voice and energy, <*I speak 
the truth in Christ ; I lie not. Unless you repent, you 
will all be damned.*' A self-righteous Pharisee in 
Preston, when Mr. Tiptaft was once preaching, went 
for the purpose of stoning him; but the Holy Spirit 
arrested him; and that man has been for many years, 
for he is still living, I believe, a deacon of the late Mr. 
M'Kenzie's church. 

Here is the beginning of all true religion. All our 
greatness must be brought down under the Law before 
we can be rightly prepared for the Gospel. I firmly 
believe that when once the blessed Spirit has con- 
vinced a man of sin, and shown him the awfulness of 
dying in his sins, try as the man may, and be led 
astray as he may, he will never again experience any 
unalloyed pleasure in sin. He will always feel more 
or less of qualms. I speak as I feel. 

And this is the effect of being bom again, not of the 
flesh, but of the Spirit ; and these are contrary the 
one to the other; so that we cannot do the things that 
we would. The flesh prevents our doing the good 
things and the Spirit the bad things that we would. 

Sin may cleave to a man, and he may, for a time, 
seek to drive away all serious thoughts by revelling 
more and more in it. This was not, however, my case. 
I saw the evil of sin, and strove against it. In nature 
we see the lightning before we hear the thunder; but 
in grace we hear the thunders of the Law, and/<?eZ 
their effects, before we see even a streak of light. And 
what death can there be without a struggle, without 
pangs? 

For being **born again," we use the term "rege- 
neration," — re-generation. Our first generation was 
after and in the image of the first- Adam; our second 
after and in the image of the Second Adam. 

Convinced of Bighteousness and of Judgment. 

Having convinced a man of sin, the blessed Spirit 
next convinces himof rigJlteo\l«\l'^^v,^^ax.^*^5c>s^^'^ 
would be just andrightoouB Vl\ift Q,<weX\^aa.Vst.«^^>a£&ff: 
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black despair; and then of judgment, not only that 
there is a judgment to come, but thslt God will judge 
righteous judgment. He does not now, if he did before^ 
think that God will not be just if he does not save 
him, but wonders how he can be just and yet save 
him. 

It is true that the man has faith already,— faith to 
believe that God is true, and that the ** wages of sin 
is death;*' but not faith to the saving (or comfort) of 
his soul. But the Lord, in due time, gives him new 
eyes, or new ears; and then he both sees and under- 
stands how God can save him, if he only will. This 
may be from reading or hearing such a passage as 
this : *' The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all 
sin;" or, ** Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners.'- It is the entrance of God's Word which 
gives that light ; and the man begins to see how God 
can be just and yet be the justifier of the ungodly. 

I was never at a loss here. From my youth I well 
knew the general plan of salvation; that is, that 
Christ died for sinners, and I knew that the Lord 
could save me, were it consistent with his will ; while 
to others that plan may not have been or be revealed 
until the eleventh hour, and after years of inward an- 
guish; but then the plan and the blessing thereof 
have been revealed together, to the joy of their hearts. 

The blind man in the gospel Imew he was blind, 
and felt the consequences thereof, before he could see.* 
**You hath he quickened who were dead,'' not who 
could see. '*Thy word is a lamp unto toy feet;" but 
the feet were not only alive, but walking. 

** Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light." The very 
fact of sleeping proves life ; but the sleeper has gone 
into the world, or amongst dead professors. So says 

♦ It is well worthy our notice that all the diseases which 

Christ healed were utterly incurable by human .means. One 

poor woman had spent all her living upon i)hysiciaris, yet grew 

worse and worse. The withered, the leprous, the bundj the 

JMine, required only a. word, or a touch, or, more yrondorful 

^^j/J, a little cluy: bat no human arm co\M giNfft «.Vrfn^» ot "«»- 

^^^ ^^ to the mtbered parts. 
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the Lord, '< Awake, and come out from among the 
dead," for that is what is here meant hy arising from 
the d^ad; and Ohrist shall give thee light, to see thy 
way. Few people suffer more than I do from cold 
feet. Do I see that they are cold? No; I feel it. Do 
I see that I have a cold heart ? No ; I feel it. And 
the very fact of feeling it, and grieving on account of 
it, proves that I am cJive. 

y^E Comforter — The Remembrancer. 

As the lessons which the Holy Spirit causes his 
people to learn, to show them their state as sinners, 
and their utter inability to help themselves out of that 
state, are innumerable; so those which he teaches 
them for their comfort, for he is the Comforter, even 
before they have the full assurance of faith, are innu- 
merable also. But I shall not attempt to enumerate 
the one any more than the other ; and this for two 
reasons: 1, Because I am not able; and 2, because if 
I were, an immense volume would be required for the 
purpose. I will only mention two or three from which 
before, yes, and often after, the spirit of adoption has 
been realized, some comfort or hope is derived. (I 
speak again from my own experience.) ** Can Satan 
disturb his own house ? Yet you are struggling against 
him and his ways.'* **How is it you were not always 
exercised about these things ?" ** How is it that now 
you are constantly reading your Bible, and so often 
secretly looking up to God, and begging of him to 
pardon your sins?" ** Would God have shown you 
all these things if he had meant to destroy you?" 

Satan tries to make some believe they are too bad 
to be saved, and others that they are not bad enough. 
But he fails in both cases ; for the Holy Spirit, who 
is called the Eemembrancer, brings to the remem- 
brance of the latter their former sins, and shows them 
what is in their hearts; and of the former the fact 
that there is mercy with God, and that through Ohrist 
even the very ends of the ^arth, — the vilest of the 
vile, may be saved» inasmucb. «i& \k!^ V^^ ^^\s>2^^s!{«ss!i^ 
upon them that "aro out ol iSwi ^wg'' ^^.^-"^s—* 
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out of the way of holiness and in the way of death. 
Both are alike made to feel that they are sinners, and 
to strive against sin ; and the more they strive against 
their evil hearts, the more their evil hearts will strive 
against them. Many, indeed, may rememher their 
former sins without the Holy Spirit ; but with what a 
different effect. They may remember them, and, per- 
haps, glory in them; but the Holy Spirit makes all 
his family to remember them with shame and confa- 
sion of face. Why? Because they are made to feel 
that they were sins against God. Throw a burning 
torch against a stone wall, and the wall will not even 
feel it; but throw it upon a living man, and he will 
feel and endeavour to avoid its effects. In the one 
there is life, in the other death. A man*s first con- 
viction by the Spirit may be, perhaps, of some one 
particular sin; and he may, under the influence of 
Satan, say, **0! I can get over thatl'* and try to do 
so. But another, and another, and another is sent 
into his conscience; until at length his mouth is 
stopped. Just as it was in a literal sense with Dr. 
Pritchard. He was apparently as firm as a rock when 
first placed at the bar; but as one witness after 
another came forward to give evidence as to his 
crimes and his previous iniquitous life, he began to 
treAible, and at last became deadly pale. 

We read that God is long-suffering; that means 
patient. And what patience is exercised by the 
Holy Spirit while teaching his children ! What he com - 
forts them with to-day, they often forget to-morrow. 
If he convince them to-day that their sins are forgiven, 
unlel^s he repeat the lesson to-morrow, they will call 
into question every word; yet he patiently bears with 
them. At any rate, I am so slow to learn. 

Again. The Holy Spirit teaches his family that all 
things work together for their good and comfort; just 
as the wheels in Ezekiel worked together, and theliving 
creatures all went together. There were hands under 
^2i& mngs, to guide them, and the wheels were fall of 
-9PW,' so it was not poasihlQ for them to go astray ; and 
rre therefore read thai they tJl went stTO^tloxmai^^ 
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that is, though ihefaces of the living creatures differed, 
the wheels and living creatures all went together, 
forming one harmonious whole; and we are twice 
told that the spirit of the living creatures was in the 
wheels; and not only so, but above them was the like- 
ness of a throne, and on the throne the likeness of a 
man. There was the great guiding Spirit, working 
all harmoniously. Whether wheels or creatures with 
wings, and what kind of face soever the creatures had, 
whether that of a man, the master- work of God ; or 
of a lion, fierce and terrible; or of an ox, powerful 
and useful; or of an eagle, swift and far-seeing,-— all 
worked harmoniously together. So all must and will 
work for good. 

Love and Humility. 

Another lesson taught by the Holy Spirit is that of 
charity,* — sympathy for, and love to, the brethren, 

* The person with whom I served my apprenticeship can 
hardly be said, in any sense, to have been a religious man. It 
is true he called himself a Wesleyan, that he nad sittings in 
St. Clement's chnrch, and that he generally attended to ^ve 
at the collections at my father's chapel and also at the New 
Jerusalem, or Swedenborgian Ohurch ; but then he printed for 
all; and I think his religion was, he was a printer. I often 
had to take proofs to Mr. Nunn, of St. Clement's, and to Mr. 
H., of the New Jerusalem Church; and frequently in the depth 
of winter. Mr. N. never kept me until he looked over the 
proofs, but Mr. H. always did, leaving me shivering in the pas- 
sage the whole time, sometimes for more than two hours. On 
one occasion, Mr. H. was in the composing-room, when my 
master came running up stairs, — "Well!" he exclaimed, ad- 
dressing Mr. H., " I ought to go to heaven ; for I have Mr. Nunn 
and Mr. Gkkdsby in the counting-house, and you here." " Ah ! " 
replied Mr. H., "you will go a curious way if you go the way 
they teU you." I thought it a good joke, and told my father. 
Not long afterwards, Mr. H. and my father met in the com- 
posing-room. After a preliminary conversation, Mr. H. said, 
*0 charity, Mr. Gadsby! What a blessed thing this charity 
isl" "Yes," replied my father, "it is. And I will teU you 
how I give one proof that I practise it, though I may not talk 
so much about it as some people do. If a boy be sent to my 
house with a proof, I tell him to go into the kitchen and warm 
himself ; and if it be tea-time, he has some tea "with the ser- 
vant. I do not serve him as you have often served my boy, — 
keep him shivering in the cold for an hour or two at a time. 
If that be your charity^ Mr. H., keep it; axidvl \3aaf^\i<avNXv'fe>^^«S 
you think you are going to Yiea'^eu,'!'^^^ Ticv^^fvsSivVi ^s3^^s^ 
von/' 
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and to forgive those who persecute us. Qnv lessons 
have done little for us if they have not taught us to 
look mercifully upon the failings of others. The 
greatest tyrants in the lyorld are those who have no 
pity for the tyranny of pthers ; and that man must 
indeed be a fool who learns nothing from his own 
folly. 

Now this teaching makes a man humble before God ; 
that is, he cannot rush into the presence of God in a 
presumptuous manner, but feels it is really a solemn 
matter. I do not, dare not say that it makes him 
quietly submit to every insult from man, for his old 
nature is old nature still ; but if he commit himself 
in word or deed, he will humbly acknowledge it before 
God, and be ever ready to forgive agreeably to Luke 
xvii. 3, 4 ; nor is he called upon to do so on any other 
terms. Yet why should we foster a revengeful spirit ? 
Has not the Lord said, ** Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay ?" As surely as he will provide and protect, so, 
in his own way, he will avenge. I was once, without 
notice, served with a writ for £2 Is. by a firm of three 
lawyers, at the instance of a political opponent, and 
put to great trouble and expense, though I did not 
owe the money. (This was before the County Court 
days. Writs could then be served for 40s. or upwards.) 
The principal, a Mr. S., became insolvent. One of the 
firm of lawyers went out of his mind, another was tried 
for forgery, and the third, Mr. S., absconded. And I 
could mention several other cases in which the Lord, 
in his providence, executed vengeance, or suffered it 
to be done. This may be the last tract I shall ever 
write. I declare >most solemnly that, through God's 
grace, I have not the slightest ill-feeling against any 
man living, though some have manifested and still 
(Oct., 1876) manifest, a bitterness of which men of 
the world would be ashamed. 

Law and Gospel. 

Well^ now, to turn back somewhat. The blessed 

Spirit, having taught the sinner a Uttle of the Law, 

^e must now teaob him a little ot i\ie Qco«^\ \ wi 
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in each case a little, for no man can ever fully know 
the one or the other. ** The law is our schoolmaster," 
says the apostle, **unto Christ." The words "to 
hring us" are in italics, consequently not in the 
original. The meaning of the passage is that the 
adopted ones are under the Spirit's tuition in the law 
untU Ohrist is revealed ; and they are then once and 
for ever delivered from its bondage, as explained in 
Gal. iv. 2-6; for then they ** receive" the spirit of 
adoption ; and though, as I have shown in the earlier 
part of this work, they may be subsequently taken 
captives, they can never again be in bondage under 
the law, as at the first ; the two things being widely 
different ; at any rate, I speak so far as my own ex- 
perience goes. 

** Faith cometh by hearing." This cannot mean 
exclusively by hearing with the outward ear; it as- 
suredly includes the voice of the Spirit in a man's 
conscience, who has never heard the gospel with the 
outward ear. The law must be preached, either in 
its spirit or letter, or both, in a man's conscience, 
or how can he know that he has broken it ? What 
can he flee from if he know nothing of the terrors of 
the law? So also the gospel must be preached, or 
how can he know that Christ came to*save him? 

The Law, in its effects, is as opposite to the Gospel, 
in its effects, as light is to darkness. The one is 
bondage, the other liberty; the one drives, the other 
draws ; the one condemns, the other forgives ; the 
one propels, the other guides; the one says, "Go 
and work," the other, ** Come and rest ;" the one 
kills, the other gives life ; the one curses, the other 
blesses; the one commands us to make bricks, but 
finds us no straw, the other shows that the work is 
already wrought for us (Isa. xxvi. 12, margin); the 
one starves us unless we can prepare our own food, 
the other prepares a feast, and invites us, without 
money and witiiout price, to freely partake of it ; the 
one stops the mouth, the other opens it in praise> 
gratitude, and adoration, caxx^m^ \^c^'ft*^» \»o^5L^a^^ 
only the other day iraa \>\«bB^\kfcTDixx%^ ^^^^ "^^ '^^'^ 



100 J. GAD3BY ON 

aloud for joy; the one strips a man naked, the other 
clothes him far better than he was ever clothed be- 
fore ; the one shows what an awful gulf there is be- 
tween God and the sinner, the other bridges it over. 
In a word, the Law is Mount Sinai,'^ all flame and 
smoke, the Gospel Mount Zion, peace and love ; the 
Law is Moses, the Gospel is Christ. As good John 
Berridge says, in his own quaint way : 

"Kun, John, and work, the Law commands, 

Yet finds me neither feet nor hands; 

But sweeter news the Gospel brings ; 

It bids me fljr, and gives me wings." 
The whole district about Mount Sinai is barren- 
ness, heat, and death ; and the bondwoman and her 
son may well be compared to it; but all about Mount 
Zion is fruitfulness and life, — fruitful valleys and 
peac'feful olive groves. 

Those who have had to labour in bondage under 
the law, and have experienced the overpowering 
sweetness of forgiveness, well know the truth of 
Hart's words; and I am sure I do : 

♦ Sir J. Hexmiker says, "If I were to make a model of the 
extremity of the world, it would be from the Valley of the 
Monastery of Mount Sinai." And Stanley adds, " Here, beyond 
all other parts of the peninsula, is the Adytum WilderneBS, as 
if in the end of the world, from aU the stir and confusion of 
earthly things." And I can add my testimony to the truth of 
the remarks : for, as I say in my " Visit to Mount Sinai," the 
scene is wilderness driven wild, — ^mountains upon mountains, 
peeled and scarified. 

When the Law was delivered, Mount Sinai was on fire, but 
the fire did not extend beyond the mount; but, when God 
comes to judge the world, the whole universe will be on fire, 
will burn with a fire hotter than that into which the Hebrew 
children were thrown, and with an intensity fiercer than a 
smelting furnace. The fire on Mount Sinai passed away; 
but tiie fire of heU wiU burn for ever. (Matt. xxv. 46; Rev. xix. 
last part of 20; Rev. xiv. 10, 11 ; xx. 10, 16.) It is the same word 
in the Greek which, in Matt. xxv. 46, declares the eternity of life 
for the sheep which declares the eternity of punishment for the 
goats. So (Rev. xx. 15), those who are "not written in the book 
of life" are "cast into the lake of fire," where they are "tor- 
mented for ever and ever." (Ver. 10.) Now the same words 
which are there translated "for ever and ever" are also used in 
Jlev. X. %, where the an^el "sware by Him that liveth for ever 
Mjad ever." Therefore, it God is to live for ever and ever, the 
torment in the lake of fire is to be for ever anSi eN«t\ lox ^\» 
words are exactly the same in both xm8Bage«« 
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'* Law and terrors do but harden, 
All the while they work alone ; 
But a sense of blood-bought pardon 
Soon dissolves a heart of stone.*' 

Now just as both Ishmael and Isaac, the bond- 
child and the free, met at Abraham's funeral, so 
both Law and Gospel meet in Christ; and they can- 
not meet anywhere else.* 

In Eom. V. 21, Sin and Grace are compared to 
kings, reigning. This does not mean reigning like 
an English sovereign, under control of a parliament, 
for such a thing was not known when Paul lived ; 
but reigning despotically, as the Eoman emperors 
did, and as Eastern kings do now. The king gives 
the command; he is instantly obeyed. His word is 
law. Bo Bin gives the command; Sin's subjects 
obey. Grace gives the command; Grace's subjects 
obey. But before this can be done, Grace has to 
conquer Sin, Hence we read: ** Where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound" (Eom. v. 20); or ra- 
ther, as the passage might be more correctly ren- 
dered : " Where sin reigned, grace did more effec- 
tually reign." And this is in perfect keeping with 
verse 21 : '* That as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign unto eternal life.^* 

Instances are on record where conviction and re- 
lease, — ^law and gospel, were almost simultaneous, 
as in Paul, the gaoler, and the 3,000 on the day of 
Pentecost ; while others have had to labour under the 
weight of the law for many years, as I have shown 
in a previous page. It is the goodness of God which 
leadeth to repentance, however trying the way. In 
any casC'it is goodness. A man may shed tears in 
abundance, and yet be as far from true repentance 



* There are two, and only two, peoples who have retained to 
this day their distinctiveness as peoples. These are the Jews 
and the IshmaeUtes. Not only is this a proof of the truth of 
the Bible^ but it may also set forth the enduring nature of 
both the liaw and the Gospel; the former signified by Hagar, 
the mother of the Ishmaelites, which, says Paul, is Mount 
Sinai, and the other by Sarah, signifying a princess, the mo- 
ther of Isaac. The one '^genderetn to bonda.%e " ^w^'SR^Sk.\\s3s^ 
to all eternity those who die uii^ict \\>,wi^ 'Caa ^'^'estSa* tsssfe^ 
and ireee tor ever ftU who axe mtexck^^^ Va Vc>« 
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as Judas was. All may be merely the ejfect of his 
sins, or the dread of punishment. He has only been 
out to the heart, as were the men who stoned Stephen 
(Acts vii.), and not pricked in their hearts, as were 
the men of Judea. (Acts ii.) I knew a man forty 
years ago whose handkerchief would be literally satu- 
rated under a sermon ; yet he died in an awful state, 
and it was found he had been hving in sin all the 
time. It is only as the heart is broken by a look 
from the Saviour, as in Peter's case, that the tears 
can be accepted ; and then shall they be wiped away. 

" beware of fondly thinking 
God accepts thee for thy tears." 

It was Christ's look which broke Peter's heart. Thrice 
he denied his Lord, and thrice did the Lord subse- 
quently remind him of it, by thrice asking him, *' Lov- 
est thou me more than these?"* 

And it is generally after a sense of forgiveness has 
been experienced that another lesson is taught them, 
— ^that it is through much tribulafcion they must enter 
the kingdom ; that if they are to reign with Christ, 
they must also suffer with him. Then it is that, re- 
latively, their trials begin, f They are m^^de to feel 
more of the evil within, their old master exerting all 
his power to annoy them, and to make them fear 

* This does not mean these jish (Jno. xxi. 15-17), but these 
disciples ; for Peter had said, '' Though all men," even these , 
my brother disciples, " deny thee, yet will not I." 

1 1 have often thought of and wondered at one circumstance 
in my life. When I commenced business in Manchester, my 
best patron was the late Sir (then Mr.) Thomas Potter. The 
morning (Lord's day) on which I was baptised by my dear 
father, on leaving the vestry after the service I found a mes- 
senger waiting for me from that gentleman. "Mr. Potter," 
said he, " wishes to see you immediately. He wants some 
posting bills printed at once, to be nn the walls before daylight 
in the morning." I replied, " I will wait upon Mr. Potter as 
early as he pleases in the morning, but I feel that it would be 
a sin to go now." " That answer will not do for Mr. Potter," 
said the messenger. " Depend upon it you will lose his ffftp- 
port if you do not go." " I shall be very sorry for that," I re- 
spondcd; " hut I must risk it. Tell Mr. Potter that I will be at 
Ais house by one o'clock in the morning, if nothing prevent; 
And if that will not do, I must hear the cotisecpjietui^:' "^Yi^ 
^^^cmastance of Chrigt being bAptized, axidoltlA«np^^^!^s^%. 
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their hope is vain. But under the Gospel they are 
borne up. 

Those who have had the hardest masters can talk 
the most sweetly of freedom when set at liberty. 

How are we to distinguish between natural con- 
victions and those wrought by the Holy Spirit ? By 
the fruits. It is by their fruits that persons are known. 
First, if, on the one hand, we see a man living in 
sin, or, on the other, priding himself in his good 
works, both alike lack the fruits of the Gospel. No 
man, if in a right spirit, strives harder to keep the 
precepts than a forgiven sinner; yet no man, in his 
right mind, thinks less of his strivings, or depends 
less upon his good works. Indeed, seeing how far 
short he comes of both Law and Gospel require- 
ments, he feels as if he had no good works at all; ^ 
for he is continually doing those things which he 
ought not to do, and leaving undone those things 
which he ought to do. But next, morally-good works 
alone are no proof of son ship. There may be these 
without a new heart, without love. **Love is the 
fulfilling of the law." And as there will be love, so 
also th^re will be joy, even a "fulness of joy;'* ue., 
the soul will be full to the brim, rejoicing in God his 
Saviour. Yea, more ; there- may be a fulness of joy 
in tribulation, or sickness. In the latter I have per- 
sonally experienced joy to the full as much as when in 

him into the wilderness immediately afterwards to be tempted 
of the devil, came into my mind, and I felt -as bold as a 
lion in resisting the temptation. 1 was up soon after mid- 
night, and at the house. Mr. P. was exceedingly angry, and 
sent me the copy of the bill to the door by a servant. 
However, the bills wer6 on the walls by daylight. After 
breakfast, I went to Mr. P.'s warehouse, and had to endure a 
scolding which was far from agreeable. He finished up, how- 
ever, by saying, " Well, I suppose I must look over it this time, 
as you are a good sort of fellow on the whole." 

• When, in 1872, I was in Hamilton, Canada, I went to a 
Baptist chapel of the "darkies," or blacks. It was .a monthly 
"covenant meeting," at which the members relate to each other 
something of their experience during the past month. One 
man, after some other remarks, sairl, '* All my good works avail 
nothing. But why should I say my good works ? I havcu-'t d.Q,\2h& 
hothing good." (See my " ^iai\i \,q C^^M-eA^ ^\v^ '^^'^ XiT^^iss.^ 
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health. And where there is true joy, there will be 
sweet peace (Phil. iv. 7), which none can understand 
so as to describe it to others, however deeply they 
may experience it. 

Some time ago my daughter put some wax flowers 
under a glass shade. I happened to see them a few 
days subsequently, and they were so beautiful, and 
so life-like, that I turned the stand round and round, 
and yet could not satisfy myself that they were not 
real flowers. At last I took off the shade, and touched 
them. How cold and clammy they were! I needed 
no other proof that there was no lite in them ; and it 
was only to have exposed them to the sun, and the 
buds would have melted instead of expanding. But 
I left them. I had no right to destroy them. 

In the East there are white slaves (Georgians and 
Circassians) as well as black ones (the children of 
Ham). The former cost perhaps twenty times as 
much as the latter, though they are all bound alike, 
and though most, if not all, are well satisfied with 
their state. And if it were possible to limit the 
work of the Holy Spirit, though we know the same 
redemption price must be paid for all, I should say 
he had twenty times more labour in bringing the 
white slave (a pharisaioal moralist) to feel his bon- 
dage than the black one. Allusion may be made to 
blacks and whites, in this sense, in Matt. xxi. 81, 
latter part. (See page 117.) 

Well, what a mercy it is that in the Gospel there 
is the same liberty and the same rest for all, — for 
Manasseh and Paul who were murderers, Matthew 
the exacting publican, Lydia who right gladly received 
the word, Peter who wept and whose life was that of 
a poor laborious fisherman, and John who sings so 
sweetly of love. Some glide over smooth waters, 
some are tossed about on roaring seas with strong 
head winds; but there is the same harbour for all, 
just as all streams run into rivers, and the rivers, 
whether a tiny Thames or a mighty Mississippi, run 
zn^o the sea. 
Let me ask jou, Do you knoii ttaj^ilKa)^ ^ ^^ 
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liberty of the Gospel?^ Mind, I do not mean, Are 
yon in the enjoyment of the full assurance of faith, 
that unspeakable blessing, when it is that faith which 
is the gift of God and not the hope of the hypocrite ? 
But do you feel that you are guilty sinners, that you 
deserve the wrath of God ? And do you groan and 
sigh on account of your sins, and fear that eternal 
punishment will be your portion ? Why, so far from 
this being a mark against you, it is the first step iiito 
the liberty of the Gospel. Satan's slaves do not, 
cannot rightly feel these things, purely because they 
are sins against God. Tou have liberty to feel that 
you Heed mercy, and to cry for that mercy to be mani- 
fested to you. You have liberty to feel that you are 
lost ; liberty to mourn over your sins, and to aue for 
pardon; liberty to feel, as you think, that you are 
destitute of faith, and to cry, **Help my unbelief!" 
liberty to feel that your heart seems often as- hard as 
a stone, and to long for the Spirit's softening influ- 
ences; liberty to feel that love is a precious grace, 
and to desire to love; liberty to fear that your prayers 
are a mockery, and that God will not hear you, while 
others never have a thought but that their prayers 
will be accepted ; liberty to strive' to enter in at the 
strait gate, for no man will or can strive in the right 
way until the Spirit works in him ; liberty not only 
to feel what a depraved nature you have, but to cry, 
and to groan, and to strive to be delivered from it ; 
and liberty to hate all your sins ; and you shall in 
due time be brought into the full liberty of the Gospel, 
to feel that all your sins are forgiven. 

Well do I remember the time when the first part of 
the liberty of the Gospel was manifested to me. I felt 
as though the very seat on which I sat moved with 
joy under me. I am sure all the threats in the Bible 
against sinners, all the terrors of the bottomless pit 
united, would not, could not, have had so powerful 
an effect upon me. It was mercy, even a hope of mercy ; 

* As Btated in the Introduction^ this addre«»^ ^«a» (Sj5Kk?5««^«A.SK^. 
the Shetland Isles, though it VBmt\ns «i^\hftTi.TQ»cO«v-5fi^'5iX%.^^ " 
was, therefore, putting the qtL«&U.oii\>o ^iItia wxKvs»^'5», 
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and is not even a good hope of mercy a mercy ? It is 
mercy which humbles a man, quite as much as mercy 
that exalts him. 

Finally. The Holy Spirit teaches his children that 
there is a glory reserved for them ; and not only a 
glory, but a weight of glory; and not only a weight 
of glory, but an eternal weight of glory ; and that this 
glory is reserved, secured for them in heaven; yea, 
more, a crown of glory; i.e., the highest height of 
glory. (1 Pet. v. 4.) But this cannot, of course, be 
until they have been assured of their redemption and 
salvation. 

OHAPTEE VI.— REDEMPTION. 
Slaveby,, or Captivity, before Manifested 

Eedemption. 

I SHALL lay as a foundation for the remarks which 
shftU follow, the following words: **I know that my 
Redeemer liveth." (Job xix. 26.) 

Now, if Job knew that his Redeemer lived, he must 
have known what it is to be redeemed; and if he knew 
what it is to be redeemed, he must have known some- 
thing of slavery or captivity; for it would be the height 
of folly for a man to say he had been redeemed when 
he had never been in bondage. Suppose our beloved 
Queen, for instance, were to say she had been re- 
deemed, in a literal sense I mean, should we not feai: 
there was some aberration of mind, seeing she was 
born free, and had never been taken a prisoner of war, 
or a captive by brigands ? 

A man must really know that he is lost before he 
can wish to be found. When we have been visiting a 
friend, or attending to our ordinary avocations, we go 
direct to our homes, as we know the way ; but sup- 
pose we were in the burning desert of Arabia, without 
a guide, a compass, or a map, the fiery sun pouring 
his blazing rays upon our heads, not a tree or a shrub 
to direct or screen us, and we not knowing whether 
^o turn to the right hand or to the left, that would be 
^^0 time for anxiety. We might "well th^n say we 
frere lo8t; and if a, friend who knei? tii^ ^ws ««^ ^^^ 



SLAVERY, CAPTIVITY, ETC, 107 

and led us home, with equal truth we might say we 
were found. So if a man say he knows he is saved, 
we may ask him whether or not he ever felt that he 
was lost; and if not, how can he know that he is 
saved ? He might as well say he had been cured when 
he had never felt any sickness. 

" O beware of trust ill grounded; 
'Tis but fancied faith at most, — 
To be cured before you're wounded, 
To be saved before you're lost ! " 
Before a man can know the value of a Bedeemer, he 
must know that he is, or has been, in bondage. 

There is no medium between slavery and freedom. 
And no man can be delivered from bondage and enjoy 
the sweets of freedom without knowing it; neither 
can a man wish to be made free unless he be in some 
measure conscious that he is in bondage. A man 
may not remember the exact time when he first felt 
he was in bondage and desired to be set free ; for this 
may be an almost imperceptible work; but I can 
hardly conceive it possible for any one to be set at 
liberty and not be able to say how it was done. 

I have read of a traveller, lately a prisoner in a bar- 
barous land, who once saw some beautiful birds in a 
cage, dashing against the wires and striving to get 
out. He bought them all, and set them free. The by- 
standers thought he was insane; but he said, -''No! 
I was myself once a captive, and I know the sweets of 
liberty." Gould not that man, at any rate, tell when 
he was set at liberty ? True enough, as in my own 
case, a man may be delivered from the bondage of the 
law, and yet doubt, over and over again, whether it 
was a real deliverance, — whether it was not something 
natural, notwithstanding the great change that had 
been effected in him ; but that is quite another thing. 
Faith must be tried. A faith that is never tried I be- 
lieve is a dead faith. 

Christ's Suffebinos and Death. 

It was well said by a good man : 
" If we wish to know to what a «U»t^ ^i ^^v^«c^\siass>L^^»s^ 
reduced hy sin, and whut a i^iniis% tmoaV\»^ ^«A. Vyt\sNs^^^- 
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demption, let us go to Getlisemane. O what a sight is 
there I The Son of God pouring out his whole soul, yea, 
pouring it out in an agony, sweating great drops of Wood, 
drops so great as to fall to the ground 1 " 

" He bows beneath the sins of men; 
He cries to God, and cries again, 

In sad Gethsemane I 
He lifts his moumfal eyes above ; 
* My Father ! Can this cup remove ? * " 

What an agony of soul he must have been enduring 
when he exclaimed, '^Ifit be possible, let this cup pass 
from me.*' If it be possible to save thy family with- 
out this, let it be done ! I believe, speaking after 
the manner of men, had it been possible, the whole 
family of God, after that prayer, would have been 
pardoned without further suflfering on the part of the 
Eedeemer. But it was not possible, though his "soul 
was exceeding sorrowful, even unto death." 

Surely that price was sufficient to atone ? No ! We 
must yet go to Calvary. The law demanded blood 
for blood; for without the shedding of blood there 
could be no remission ; but it also demanded life for 
life; and no shedding of blood, without the death of 
the victim, could possibly prove sufficient. God must 
either bend his law or smite his Son ; and he smote 
his Son ! 

" Die he, or justice must.'* 

God is love ; but he is as inHexible in his justice as if 
be bad not love in his perfections. The law was so 
inflexible that it could not abate one jot of its demands. 
It could not bend even to accept as full payment of 
those awful sufferings in the Garden. It never can 
bend or be bent. We may break but cannot bend it. 
Never can we have a greater proof of its inflexibility 
and holiness than we see on the Cross. But as, under 
the Levitical law, nothing less than the death of the 
victim could atone for the sins of the offerer, so 
nothing less than the death of the Substitute could 
atone for those on whom sentence of death had been 

''He dies! And in that dreadful night 
I>id all the powers of hell destso^ "' 
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" Lo ! At noon 'tis sadden night; 
Darkness covers all the sky; 
Eocks are rending at the sight. 
Christian, can you tell me why? 
What can all these wonders be ? 
Jesus dies on Calvary ! " 

The Law was not bound to accept of a substitute; 
nor, indeed, can any ordinary law do so, except in a 
case of mere debt, not in a case of crime; but here 
the Sovereign who promulgated the law does accept 
of a Substitute ; and not only accepts of one, but pro- 
cures him; and that Substitute not only pays the 
debts of his people but so fully atones for their crimes, 
their sins of omission and commission, that the law is 
fufiUed and made honourable ; or rather, as the pas- 
sage means, honourably fulfilled; justice is satisfied, 
and the church redeemed and saved. 

" Why, all the souls that are were forfeit once, 
And he that might best have Vantage took 
Procured the remedy." 

God not only gave his Son, but he gave him freely ; 
not because he foresaw that man would do that which 
is good ; for then what grace would there have been 
in the act, or what praise due to the Giver? But he 
gave him to die for sinners who asked not after him. 
(1 Jno. iv. 10.) 

And what is there worth having which God does 
not give ? With his Son, he freely gives his people 
all things (Eom. viii. 82), **richly to enjoy" them. 
(1 Tim. vi. 17.) Do we read of repentance? God 
gives it. (Acts v. 31.) Do we read of faith? It is 
God's gift. (Eph. ii. 8.) See also Eom. v. 17; vi. 
23; Prov. ii. 6; Ps. Ixviii. 35; Isa. xl. 29; &c. &c. 
Indeed, there is not any good or perfect gift which is 
not given by the Lord. (Jas. i. 17.) 

And while we read that the Father gave his 
Son, we read also that Christ gave himself, — another 
proof of his Divinity; as is also Jno. xi. 33, margin: 
Christ ** troubled himself." 

How wonderful, that God sliowli ^i-^'b ts:<^^"^\sxss^ 
ow: natare that he inigH "b^ «JD\ft \»o ^^v— ^^"^^"^^"^^ 
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abstractedly, but as Ood-man. This is a mystery 
which the angels desire to look into. 

**In all our afflictions,'* says the apostle, **he was 
afflicted." In all. Have the adopted sons sometimes 
to complain of the hidings of their Father's face? 
So had he. Are they broken-hearted ? So was he. 
(Ps. Ixix. 20.) Are they tempted by the devil? So 
was he. Are they tried? So was he. (Ps. xvii. 8.) Are 
they buffeted? So was he. (Matt. xxvi. 67.) Do they 
suffer hunger? So did he. (Matt.iv. 2.) Do they 
sometimes think their God has forsaken them? So 
did he. (Matt, xxvii. 46.) **His head was pierced 
with thorns, his hands and feet with nails, his Jieart 
with a spear, and his soul with the wrath of God." 
He was acquainted with grief, from his very birth, 
when his mother had to flee with him to Egypt. 

What a striking passage respecting the love of 
Christ is Jno. xv. 9: **As the Father hath loved me, 
so have 1 loved you." What! Is it possible that 
Christ could love sinful slaves as his Father loved 
him? Yes; and 

" The cause of love is in himself." — W. G. 

"He loved them well; so well he could but die 
To show he loved them better than his life." 

" for this love, let rocks and hills 

Their lasting silence break; 
And all harmonious grateful tongues 

Their Saviour's praises speak." 

Christ does not pray to his Father to love the people; 
for he knew that he loved them already. (Deut. xxxiii . 
8) ; but to let them know that he loved them. (Jno. 
xvii. 28). 

" On Christ Almighty vengeance fell 
That must have sunk a world to hell." 

Well might he exclaim, **Now is my soul troubled; 
and what shall I say ? Father, save me from this 
hour; but for this cause came I unto this hour." 
^Jno, xii. 21,) 
If salvation could have be^n obtained in any other 
^V> tJbmk yon God would have Baoti&Q%9i \siB ^Q*^*^ 
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But there was, there is, there can he, no other way. 
(Acts iv. 12.) Infinite Justice had been offended, and 
nothing short of an Infinite Sacrifice could satisfy it. 

Sin is in us, but it was not in Christ, but on him. 
Hence we read: <^He hath laid upon him the ini- 
quity of us all,** just as a heavy load is laid by a 
person upon an animal. And in Matt. viii. 17 he is 
represented as not only bearing the burden, but him- 
self taking it: '< Himself took our infirmities and bare 
our sicknesses." How could he himself have taken 
them, had be been a mere man? So again: ''He 
made himself of no reputation;'' ''He took upon him 
the form of a servant;** &c. &c. How can any one 
deny the Divinity of the Saviour? As I have shown 
in "My Wanderings** (II., p. 187), when he gave up 
the ghost, he dismissed the spirit. What mere man 
had power to do that? So he himself says, "I have 
power to lay down my life and power to take it again." 
And Peter says he was put to death in the flesh. 
(1 Pet. iii. 18.) He existed before he took flesh, and 
he took flesh that he might be put to death. 

When Borne was in the height of its power, every 
Boman had full power to put his slaves to death, if 
he pleased, just as he might his dog; but a slave was 
viewed more in the light of a horse ; and herein was 
often his safety; for as few men would wantonly kill 
a horse which cost them money and which was useful 
to them, so the power of putting their slaves to death 
was not often exercised by their masters.* 

When the Bomans put their slaves to death, they 
invariably crucified them, and compelled them to 
carry their own cross to the place of crucifixion, 
while men followed, whipping and jeering them. 



* The same power formerly existed in Egypt; but when Me- 
hemet Ali was securely seated in his viceroyaltv, he took that 
power away. A cacheef was once taken before mm for having 
put a man to death. ^'He was my slave/' said the cacheef. 
"Perhaps so," said the pasha; "but he was my subject;" and 
instantly ordered the cacneef to be beheaded. Not many, if any, 
caees were heard of afterwards in Egypt of men taking the life 
of their slaves. Dr. Eitto says a despot has been known^ whiL& 
in oompanv, to order the dQca^\\iQ^\A.o^ <A ^^o«s^ ^"^ ^g^as^^'^Ns^ 
merely maimg a horizontckl iXLo\ivoii "m^iJt^VsA"*c^«sA.. 
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This kind of death was called the slave's death, and 
was the most ignominious death known in those days. 
So it was with Christ. And to this the apostle refers 
when he says Christ made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon himself the form of a slave, and died 
a slave's death, — the death of the cross. He had to 
carrj his cross towards the place of crucifixion, and 
was scourged and jeered. Shameful as that was, he 
drew not back, but despised the shame. 

Maimonides says that the price of a slav6 with the 
Eomans was 80 pieces of silver, without regard to 
age or sex. So Christ was sold, as a slave, for that 
sum, being about £8 7s. 6d. of our money. The same 
amount had to be paid by an Israelite for a slave, 
male or female, if killed by his ox. (Exod. xxi. 82.) 
So that, in the estimation of the Jewish rabbis, 
Christ was of no more value than a slave or an ox. 

Whatever Christ did, he did for others, not for 
himseK. When he turned the water into wine, it was 
for others. Twice he shed tears, once over Lazarus 
and once over Jerusalem. When he was seized in 
the garden, he does not say, **Let me go,*' but, **Let 
these [his disciples] go." If you take me, you have 
no right to take these also. Hence says the apostle, 
when writing to the Christians in Galatia: ''He was 
made a curse for us.*' And no man will or can be 
blessed for whom Christ was not made a curse, and 
no man can be cursed for whom Christ was cursed. 

"HimseK he cannot save," said his enemies; and 
he could not, because he had to save others. Had he 
saved himself, he could not have saved others. 

Now Christ, in his official character, came as Pro- 
phet, Priest, and King; and in every one of these 
characters he was reviled at his crucifixion. To wit : 
** Prophesy who is it that smiteth thee," if thou be a 
prophet. "He calleth for Elias " to intercede for him. 
A purple robe and a crown were put upon him, to 
ri^culo the idea of his being a king; and so on. 
Wherefore "consider him," says the apostle. (Heb. 
nj\ 1.) Consider him. He is well worthy of your 
consideration, and you may dwell ugon \Sftft %\&^^q.^ 
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for ever. Consider liim in his Person, consider him 
in his offices, consider him in his temptations (ii. 18), 
consider him in all that he had to endure, consider 
him in all that he did, consider him in his love, con- 
sider him in his life, consider him in his sufferings, 
consider him in his death, consider him as your great 
High Priest now. When you feel how sorely you f^re 
tempted, consider /«*w, and how he was tempted. 
When you are tried in providence, consider Aim, that 
he had not where to lay his head. When you are per- 
secuted by the world, consider hiniy how he had to 
endure the contradiction of sinners. When you fear 
you are forsaken of God, consider himy when he ex- 
claimed, **My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" 

Let us compare the consequences of the fall with 
what the Kedeemer endured. Was Adam turned out 
of Eden, and made poor ? Christ knew not where to 
lay his head. Had all creation to travail in birth ? 
So Christ travailed in soul. (Isa. liii. 11.) Did sub- 
jection come in with sin ? Christ was made under the 
law. Did the curse come in with sin ? Christ was 
made a curse. Did thorns come in with sin ? Christ 
was crowned with thorns. Was sweat from labour a 
consequence of sin? Christ sweat great drops of 
blood. Did sorrow come in with sin ? Christ was a 
man of sorrows. Did death come in with sin, and 
was that death a cursed death ? Christ became obe- 
dient unto death, a cursed death, eve a the death of 
the cross. 

Christ Died for the UNOODLr — Jews and Gentiles. 

And for whom did Christ thus suffer, thus lay down 
his life? For the ** ends of the earth," for the very 
** uttermost," for the ** rebellious;" yea, for j&re- 
brands, as rebellious may mean. Such was Saul of 
Tarsus. He spread his murderous brands in every 
direction; but he was, as Whitefield said of some 
others, of a persecutor made a preacher. The thief 
on the cross, the bloodthirsty Manasseh, the blas- 
pheming Peter, the exaclm^ '5\3iyXvi^TL,^^'^^ nS^.\5^sss^ 
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from the ** uttermost,'* and saved by sovereign grace 
tlurough the Gross. Well may all such, well may such 
of us as have tasted that the Lord is gracious, indi- 
vidually exclaim, 

" to grace how great a debtor I *' 

Yet after all, as one has said, the difficulty is not 
so great to die for a friend as to find a friend worth 
dying for. But *' God commendeth his love towards 
us, in that while we were yet sinners [aliens, enemies] 
Christ died for us." **Peradventure," says Paul, 
" for a good man one would even dare to die." * 

While a redeemed sinner has a sense of Christ's 
sufferings, how it makes him dread even the smallest 
sin, knowing that pardon for even that could not have 
been obtained but through those sufferings. Hence 
it was that there had to be trespass offerings. These 
do not appear to have been what are called great sins, 
hut for those who had neglected the performance of 
some of the Levitical ceremonies, or who had done 
their neighbours an injury. Even that had to be ex- 
piated. And the sensibly-pardoned sinner knows that 
were not his sins of omission as well as of commis- 
sion atoned for, he could have no hope. 

Adam lost his power to obey, but God did not re- 
linquish his right to command; and Christ obeyed 
for Adam. The law retained its power and inflexi- 
bility; Christ fulfilled it for his people. Adam lost 
his right to call God his Father; Christ adopted him. 
Adam lost all holiness; Christ brought in a better 
holiness. Adam lost an earthly paradise; Christ gave 
him a heavenly one. To show how Adam's reasoning 
or intellectual powers were deranged, he imagined he 
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* I believe Jonathan would have died for David; and history 
informs ns that when the emperor Dionysius had ordered Damon 
to be executed, Pythias presented himself as a hostage until 
Damon went to settle his affairs. His leave of absence nad ex- 
pired, and the sentence was about to be executed on Pythias when 
Damon appeared, and Pythias ^eved greatly that he had not 
tarried a liitle longer that he mi^ht have suffered in his stead. 
Dionvsius was so struck with their true affection for each other 
ilia^ Ae pardoned DBmon. But they loved each other; whereas 
those for whom Christ died have no tho^h-ta ot lo^^ to^acda 
-ft^^? imtil his lore takes possession oi theii \i««rta. 
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Gonld hide himself &om God, and this by hiding him- 
self in a garden which God had himself made. *A11 
who have sprung, or will spring, from Adam, came, 
or will come, into the world sinners; but Christ did 
not spring from him; and this was the '*new thing" 
of which we read in Jer. xxxi. 22. 

After Adam had sinned, he heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in the garden in the wind of the 
day. (Gen. iii. 8, marg.) So when God appears in 
his law or in vengeance he is represented as in a tem- 
pest; but when in mercy, as in a still small voice. (2 
Sam. xxii. 14, 15 ; 1 Ki. xix. 11, 12; Isa. xxx. 80, 31.) 

Christ came as a Friend. Yea, he came to judge 
(i.e., to take the part of) the poor, and him that had 
no helper, — the poor lepers, to wit. They had no 
helper. Whether a man were rich or poor, if he were 
a leper he was cut off from the people. This we see 
in the case of King Uzziah, as in 2 Ohron. xxvi. 21. 
No one was allowed to help the poor lepers, not even 
to touch them; but Christ touched them, contrary to 
all law, and that touch healed them. (Matt. viii. 8.) 
And it must be remarked that Christ alone cleansed 
lepers. (See Note, p. 94.) No mere man could do it, 
whether prophet, priest, or apostle; no medicine 
could do it. This power was in Christ alone, lieprosy 
was not merely a disease of the arm, which might 
be bound up ; nor of the foot, which might be eased 
by means of a crutch ; nor of the eye, which might 
be cured by removing the cataract ; nor of the stomach, 
which might be strengthened by tonics; nor of the 
lungs, which might be relieved by a change of air ; 
but the whole body was diseased, inside and out. It 
was not only on the skin, but below it, in the vital 
parts. (Lev. xiii. 8.) It would not do to look at the 
surface merely. The man must, as it were, be turned 
inside out. The disease is in the heart. (Markvii. 21.) 

Christ is not only the Eedeemer of his people, but 
he is also their life. Then without him they cannot 
live; and he must supply them, out of his fulness, 
with everything that maintains their life. He^ i^ ^fc^ 
Bread of Life (Jno. Vx. ^^V ^'^'^ ^^^^^s^sSo. ^-was. 
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down from heaven. (32.) Did his body come down 
from heaven? Then what becomes of the Popish 
doctrine of transubstantiation ? And, moreover, 
Christ declares that he that eateth of his body hath 
eternal life abiding in him. Have the poor deluded 
Papists, who eat the wafer, changed into the body of 
Christ as they say, eternal life abiding in them? 
What awful blasphemy to say so ! 

Eedeemed from being under the La.w. 

While slaves to sin, we are under the Law. And 
this implies much more than at first meets the eye. 
It does not mean merely bound to obey the Law, 
which we never do ; but under its curse, or weight. 
All men, by nature, are under the Law, but those 
who are dead in sin, as the apostle says, do not feel 
it; for how can the dead feel? Whereas, those who 
have been quickened by the Holy Ghost, and made 
alive to God, feel the weight of the Law. Put a dead 
man under a cart-wheel, he could not feel it, and 
would remain silent ; but put a living man under it, 
and, being crushed by it, he would roar out in agony. 
Just so in a spiritual sen«e. When a man j&rst feels 
the weight of the Law, Lo feels that he has broken 
it, and thus incurred the wrath of God, as we have 
elsewhere shown. The Jews thought, and too many 
of them still think, that if they kept the law in some 
respects, it justified them in all. If, for instance, 
they did not murder, or did not commit adultery, 
they would never bo condemned for simply defraud- 
ing or for merely gratifying the lust of the eye. But 
Christ showed them that they really knew nothing 
whatever of the spirituality of the law; "for," said 
he, "if a man is only angry with his brother with- 
out a cause, he is, according to the spirituality of 
God's law, really a murderer." And so far, says 
James, "from your being justified from some things 
because you do not commit others, why, though you 
should keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one 
point, only one, yon are, in the sight of God, guilty 
of all, — the very opposite of youi 4o(i\»tm^J' 
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Well, then, might the question be asked, **Who, 
then, can be saved?*' None, certainly, on the ground 
of the Law. 

As regards open sin, some are, beyond doubt, much 
more guilty than others; some owe 50 pence and 
some 500 ; but the same redemption price must be 
paid for all. It was the same with the Israelites, in 
the redemption of the soul. Turn to Exod. xxx. 
12-15. You will there find that, for that redemption, 
the rich were not allowed to give more nor the poor 
less than half a shekel; and this was figurative. 
Bich or poor, king or beggar, great sinners or little 
sinners, the same price must be paid for all; signify- 
ing that all were alike guilty before God, and that he 
could accept only of one price for their redemption. 
There was an idolatrous Solomon, a murderous Ma- 
nasseh, a pharisaical Saul (Paul), a swearing Peter, 
a prostitute Mary, a loving John, an amiable Dorcas 
and Lydia, — aU, all had to be alike redeemed; the 
same price had to be paid for all. 

So, again, there were many ways of defilement 
under the Levitical Law, such as touching a dead 
body, coming in contact with a leper, &c., but only 
one of cleansing; and that was by washing. Hence 
all the Lord's children must be washed from their 
defilement, and made white (pure) in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

It is the case in the Brazils, that if a slave, when 
working in the mines, finds a diamond of a certain 
value, he claps his hands and calls aloud, and his 
freedom is immediately given to him. So it is under 
the Gospel. Only let a poor burdened soul, dis- 
tressed with the terrors of a broken law, find the 
Pearl of great price, — Christ as his Bedeemer, and 
his soul is instantly set at liberty ; and not his soul 
only, but his tongue also. He claps his hands and 
shouts for joy, with the voice of triumph (Ps. xlvii. 
1), and calls upon the floods, and trees, and all 
nature to join him. (Ps. xcviii. 8; Isa. Iv. 12.) 

The law was never intended to aave^b\Lii<i^\^^'^ 
m&n tb&t it was iinpoBB>\>\Q tox \v\nxH»<i ^'^^\sssas.^&-* 
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** To convince and to condemn 
Is all the law can do." 

"The law was given that every mouth might be 
stopped, and the whole world become guilty before 
God.*' That is, as the original reads, may be found, 
or shown to be, guilty, and, therefore, subject to 
Ood*8 judgments. (Bom. iii. 19, margin,) 

A poor Hindoo applied to a Brahmin to know what 
he must do to be saved. The Brahmin told him he 
must repeat a certain prayer 400,000 times over. 
This he did in six months, and added many painful 
ceremonies, but without effect. He then applied to 
a Bomanist priest, and was ordered to do penance, 
and mortify his body. Still peace was far from him ; 
until he was led to Christ, and there he found peace, 
— that peace which neither a vain repetition of prayers 
nor repeated bodily inflictions could procure. 

A Hindoo lady also once applied to her priest to 
know what she must do to obtain peace of mind. 
** Never will you be perfect,*' said he, ** until you 
have learnt to live upon mushroom skins." 

I once heard a Jesuit preach at Malta on repent- 
ance ; and as far as natural repentance goes, I never 
wish to hear a better discourse. "But repentance," 
he said, "is not all that is required. Christ has left 
us an example that we should follow in his steps. Did 
he suffer? We must also suffer; therefore do penance, 
I)id he lay down his life for his church? Therefore 
we must be prepared, if need be, to lay down our life 
also on behalf of the Church. Did he share every- 
thing he had with his disciples ? So you must share 
your property with your priests.'* Poor man! He 
knew nothing of that suffering of the soul which is 
iae lot of all the Lord's family ; and his cure for sin 
was suffering of body, and giving.^ No natural men 
had a deeper knowledge of depraved nature than the 
Pagan philosophers of old; but, alas I like the Papists, 
they knew not the remedy. 

* In a Bomanist churchyard, in Cork, is the foUowing in- 
Bciiption: ** Sacred to the memory of Edward Malley, mer- 
ch&nt. the friend of humanity, the lather oi \ke ^oox. He em- 
pioyed the. wealth oi this world only to Becute ^^ tifi\jft^ <i\\5ckfe 
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Do penance, indeed! Who ever heard of a law 
which pardoned a man because he suffered ? Yet such 
is the dogma of the Ghnrch of Eome : <* Do penance; 
punish yourself; lacerate yourself." But life was 
never promised, either under the old or new dispen- 
sation, on any such groun^. There was the promise, 
**Do, and live!" and there was the threatening,* 
/* Leave undone, and die ! " The law never promised 
pardon for repentance. Indeed, it could not pardon. 
In that it was ** weak." And to this the apostle refers 
in Heb. vii. 19: ** The law made nothing perfect; but 
the bringing in of a better hope did." Indeed, under 
the law there could be no hope at all ; but under the 
** better hope" we draw nigh unto God; and that 
** better hope" is in the substitution of One who per- 
fected all in himself. 

Did the law of our land pardon Dr. Pritchard be- 
cause he was hung, because he thus suffere(5, and 
because he repented? No. He suffered the just 
penalty of the law; and even had he been pardoned 
by the queen, who alone can pardon, that would not 
have made him innocent. The law cannot pardon, 
neither can it give faith. It can only minister con- 
demnation. But Christ redeemed his people from the 
penalty of the law; i.e., from eternal death. 

There are several words in the original Greek of 
the New Testament, which are translated ** Eedemp- 
tion;" but all, as Dr. Gill says, signify the obtaining 
of something by paying a proper, price for it. Some- 
times the verb "to buy" is used. ** Thus the church 
is said to be bought by the blood of Christ, to be 
bought from the earth, to be bought from among 
men, to be bought, to be purchased with a price, 
even the blood of Christ. (Acts xx. 28; 1 Cor. vi. 20.) 
Sometimes a compound word is used, which signifies 
to buy again, or out of the hands of another; as the 

next; and, leaving a balance of merit on the book of life, he 
made heaven a debtor to mercy." This was "giving" with a 
witness, not only to secure heaven for himself, but to make it 9, 
debtor to him, so as, by that work of supererogation, to have a 
little of the title to neaven to spaxe lot o>JfcLet.^\ ^ ^^'^'crssx'KSk.- 
iatti I Why don't yon give mot^? 
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redeemed are bought out of the hands of justice. 
(Gal. iii. 18 ; iv. 5.) In other places the word is used 
which signifies the deliverance of a slave, by paying 
a ransom-price ; so the saints are said to be redeemed, 
not with sUver or gold, the usual price paid for slaves, 
but with a far greater, the blood and life of Christ, 
which he came into this world to give (1 Pet. i. 18, 
19), even himself, which is adequate, the full price 
for them." (Eph. v. 2.) 

Bedeemed from the Power op Sin. — Sin put away. 

It is impossible for anything short of Divinity to 
make atonement for sin. And Christ being God, 
having no sin in himself, he was able to bear the sins 
of others. Hence we are told that he put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself; and if sin be put away, 
how can it possibly make its appearance to condemn ? 
As dear Berridge, that good and gracious Church 
clergyman, says, 

" Payment God cannot twice demand ; 
First at my bleeding Surety's hand. 
And then again at mine." 

Happy is the man who can say in truth, **He was 
sacr&ced /or me! He gave himself /or me! I know 
that my Bedeemer liveth." 

In days of yore a debtor might behold into slavery 
unless he could pay his debts, as is evident from 
Lev. XXV. 89, and Matt, xviii. 25; and a Hebrew 
might, if he were reduced to poverty, sell himself into 
slavery. So the Lord says, '* Ye have sold yourselves 
for nought." ^Isa. Iii. 8.^ "You have so reduced 
yourselves by sm that you nave been glad to sell your- 
selves only for a common living." But a slave can- 
not, of course, sell himself, as he is not his own 
property. So says the apostle, **Ye are not your 
own; ye are bought with a price." " You cannot, if 
you would, sell yourselves to another, for you are the 
property of another, and your new Master will not 
give you up. He loved you even when you were dead 
/n Bins; and having loved you and paid for you, he 
will love and keep yon to the end, k teiem^Wi 
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that would leave a man to die a slave, — ^that would 
not redeem a man from the power of sin, would not 
be worth having; therefore you are for ever made 
free; your sins are for ever put away. 

Eedeemed to God. — The Mercy-Seat. 

But the Lord's people are not only redeemed /rom, 
but to, — from the unalloyed and permanent love of 
sin, from the condemning power of the law, from 
guilt, from the reigning dominion of their own hearts, 
and from eternal death ; and to the adoption of chil- 
dren, to righteousness, to heaven, and to God. Had 
they been merely redeemed, or purchased, and set at 
liberty, they might have been seized by an enemy and 
sold, or have sold themselves into slavery. But not 
only their redemption but their salvation must be 
made sure ; and in this great work the Lord had, as 
it were, double to perform; for man was not only 
destitute of all good, but full of all evil; so that the 
one, — the strong man, had to be subdued before the 
stronger than he could take possession. 

If a sensible sinner wish to know from what he is 
redeemed, let him look into his own heart, nay, at 
his life; and if the Holy Ghost shine upon his heart, 
he will see enough there to fill him with gratitude 
that he has been redeemed from thaty to say nothing 
of his being redeemed from the punishment his sins 
merited, and being redeemed to God. 

It was often the case under the Bomans, at the 
time that Christ was upon earth, that when a son 
came into possession of his father's estate, he set all 
his late father's slaves free; and this was considered 
a far more honourable release than if a stranger had 
purchased them and set them at liberty. No doubt 
the Bedeemer refers to that custom in the passage I 
have just quoted: '<If I, the Son, make you free, you 
shall have a far more honourable freedom under the 
Gospel than if you had been purchased by a stranger, 
and released by him under the law. You shall, in 
truth, be made free ficom ie^Wi, wAX^^^'^s*'^*^*^ 
etemtd glorj." 
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Now all this was a stumbling-block to the Jews, 
and to the Greeks foolishness. Why? Simply be- 
cause the former held that every man who was put 
to death as a malefactor was accursed, and thus was 
Christ literally, as well as his people's Eepresenta- 
tive, ** numbered with the transgressors, and put to 
d^ath,. not only a slave's death, but tlaat of mur- 
derers, — viz., crucifixion; and they could not see it 
possible that an accursed man could be a Saviour; 
and b^ause the latter ridiculed the idea, like the 
Sociniians of the present day, of a Divine Person 
suffering. It was contrary to common sense, and 
therefore it was foolishness to them- That the Gen- 
tiles should be joint-heirs, follow-heirs (Eph. iii. 6) 
with Christ was also a stumbling-block to the Jews ; 
yet the very fact that they were so was shadowed 
forth* by the cherubim, as in Exod. xxv. These were 
to be of the same material as the mercy-seat (see 
verse 19), of the same matter , as the margin implies ; 
indeed, part and parcel of it; and both were to be 
looking directly upon the mercy-seat, with their wings 
stretched on high. (ver. 20.) For what purpose was 
this ? It was a mystery. No explanation was ever 
given of it to the Israelites ; yet it clearly shadowed 
forth the union of Jews and Gentiles over or on the 
mercy- seat. Hence says Paul, **By revelation he 
made known unto me the mystery," &c. (Eph. iii. 3-6.) 
That was the mystery which was not made known to 
the Jews of old, but which was set forth by the cheru- 
bim, one on either side of the mercy-seat. 

The mercy-seat was of pure gold; i.e., costly and 

enduring ; but that was not enough ; it had to be 

sprinkled with blood. (Lev. xvi. 14, 15.) The tables 

of the law were put into the ark, under the lid of 

gold, with the mercy-seat above; and the lid was' 

closed; so i$kat the tables were covered, first with 

gold, — ^the perfections of God ; and next with blood, — 

the atonement ; that is, the at one ment ; for the blood 

makes God in all bis perfections, the Law, and the 

I^^H^r sinner all at one. So blood hsA. to\>^ «^toML^4. 

^^ ^lie door-posts of the Israelites on ^\ie m^'t ^^ 
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the passover, — oii the side-posts and the upper-post. 
Why not on the floor? Because the blood was not 
to be trampled upon ; it was not to be counted an 
unholy thing. (Heb. x. 29.) All this was not only to 
show that there could be no mercy without blood- 
shedding, but also that wheresoever the blood was 
there was mercy, and that that mercy was eternal. 
All who are interested in it were redeemed by it to 
be for ever with the Lord. 



CHAPTER VII.— SACRIFICES. 

The Jewish Law. 

Undeb the Mosaic or typical law, there was to be no ex- 
piation without a sacrifice by way of redemption, however 
mnoh the guilty party might simer in his conscience, or 
how sincere or deep soever might be his repentance. So 
now, there is the One Great Sacrifice, in which way only 
pardon can be granted. Under the old dispensation the 
saorifioe was typical; under th'e new actual. 

"Aaron must lay his robes away, 
His mitre ajid his vest, 
When God himself comes down to be 
The Offering and the Priest." 

How particular was the Lord in describing the animal 
that was to be sacrificed nnder the Levitical dispensation ! 
It was to be ^'"perfecty to be accepted." Not a blemish, nor 
a scab, nor even a wen was to be upon it. All which was to 
set forth the One Perfect Offering, uncontaminated by sin, 
not marred by nature^ and whose holiness was infinite. 

When ofifering a sacrifice for sin, the sacrificers laid their 
hands ^^loith all their weight" says an ancient Jewish 
writer, on the head of the victim. This was to set forth 
that the sins, though heavy, or weighty, which they there- 
upon most earnestly confessed, were laid upon the head of 
the victim, and that they deserved the death the victim was 
about to die; but that they prayed that that death might 
be accepted in their stead. And thus did the Lord lay upon 
Christ the iniquities of all his people, heavy as they were ; 
and this was an acceptable sacrifice. 

In all the sacrifices the sacrificer professed four things: 
1. A confession of his sins; 2. A repenting thereof; 3. An 
acknowledgment of the existence of Gt>d, and of his right 
to punish &r sin; 4. A desire for a reconcihation. And tnis 
reconciliation the apostle sayts \& o\^tAiTk&6L^]Kx.^\v3^^CQkS^^^i:»&^ 
of Gbrist,— not reconwlia^oii. oil \J[x^ ^^w!c ^1^5^.% ^sstStossw. 
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never was a period when he was not reconciled to his people 
in and through his Son, hnt reconciliation on the part of the 
people, who, prior to that, were enemies. 

When a man could not afford to offer an animal of the 
herd or flocks, he was to offer doves or pigeons. This was 
to show that there was forgiveness for the poor as well as 
for the rich; for indeed there was quite as much difficulty 
for the priests in offering the hirds as there was in offering 
a sheep or kid. The heads had to he wrung off, and hurnt 
on the altar; the blood had to he sqiieezed out at the side of 
the altar; the crop and its feathers {margin, filth) had to he 
taken away, and oast by the place of ashes; then he had to 
cleave it with the wings; &c. (See Lev. i.^14-17.) All this 
was to show, first, that the poor must have every attention 
paid to them by the priests; and, next, that their sin could 
not be lightly passed over, simply because they were poor. 

Mark the expression in Lev. iv. 15; vi. 25. The sacrifice 
was to be killed *^ before the Lord;'* that is, in his imme- 
diate presence, as it were, with a pure or sincere heart fer- 
vently. This alone could make it acceptable tc God. Then 
it rose up acceptably into the nostrils of Jehovah. Hence 
Christ was a sacrifice of sweet-smelling savour. He was in 
the immediate presence of his Father, and his very heart 
and soul were in the sacrifice. This, I think, is the mean- 
ing of Isa. liii. 10. ludeed, the note in the margin reads : 
" His soul shall make an offering.*' "His whole soul shall 
be in it." 

The blood was invariably to be poured out ; whereas, the 
heathens were in the habit of drinking the blood of their 
sacrifices. And this is what is refen*ed to in Ps. xvi. 4 : 
*' Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another 
god. Their drink- offerings of blood will I not offer, nor 
take up their names into my lips." They made the blood 
common, having no idea of a typical sacrifice, believing that 
the virtue of the sacrifice lay in the sacrifice itself. But 
the apostle calls the blood **holy." (Heb. x. 29.) It must 
be poured out before the Lord, and not drunk by the 
creature. 

Again. The offerer of a sacrifice was bound to offer up 

the Lord's part toith his oivn hands. This was to set forth 

that he offered willingly, that the animal had not been 

wrested from him. Then he had to raise the wave-offering 

up high, in acknowledgment of God having first given it to 

him^ and that of his own he rendered to him again. And 

then he bad to wave it backwards and forwards, to and fro, 

^oknowledgmg that the Lord was God oi tYkfe 'v\ks^<^ ^wilv^ 

^^a that be reverenced and honoured "him a& «viL<iV. feJ^.\)«K«, 



SLAVERY, CAPTIVITY, ETC. 125 

was most beautiful. The sacrifice of another mere mortal 
like ourselves can do us no good. We must be brought to 
offer with our own hands, — not our own works, not any- 
thing which we have procured, but that which God has pro- 
cured and given to us, even his own Son ; and, when blessed 
with faith, it has not to be squeezed out of us, as it were, 
but we do it cheerfully, acknowledging that he is the Sove- 
reign of the universe, and that of his own we render to 
him. 

Again. The altar upon which the sacrifices were made 
was elevated, so that the priest had to ascend to it by steps. 
This was to set forth the Cross upon which the Redeemer 
was to be ** lifted up." "And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto me."* 

In Isa. i. 11, the Lord says, "I delight not in the blood 
of bullocks, or of lambs," &c. Why was this, seeing he 
had expressly appointed it? Because, 1, actually, the Jews 
had lost sight of the great Antitype, and all that they then 
did, by way of sacrificing, they did from carnal motives; 
and 2, relatively, because it was of no value as compared 
with the One Great Sacrifice. 

The Israelites were commanded not even to taste of the 
fruits of the land, year by year, until they had made an 
oflfering of them unto the Lord. (Lev. xxiii. 14.) All was 
until then considered unholy. It is to this that the apostle 
figuratively refers: **If the first- fruit be holy, the lump is 
also holy." That is, the oflfering of the first-fruits being 
accepted of God, rendered all the crops holy, or acceptable. 
And so, he adds, "If the root (Christ) be holy, so are the 
branches." (Rom. xi. 16.) 

The sacrifices of the Israelites were commanded. The 
people could not do or leave undone as they pleased ; they 
must perform ; or, if they neglected, there was no other ex- 
piation. And what proof do ice give that we are accepted 
in the Beloved if we despise the things he commands us? 
All our profession will be of little worth if we follow after 
sin instead of following after the Lord. 



* We read (Exod. xxviii. 42) that Aaron and his sons were 
required to wear drawers, " to cover their nakedness." This 
shows that the garments worn in those days were like those 
worn in the present day, — simply loose frocks. There can be 
no doubt that the altar was elevated; that in Exod. xxvii. 1 was 
only three cubits high, but that in 2 Chron. iv. 1 was ten cubits 
high. But the high priest was not to go up by steps. (Exod. 
XX. 26.) The ascent was by what the Je^a call" Tsiii^^"^" — ^^sji. 
inclined road of earthwoxx,"7f'h\c\i\&«aY5^^5»^^'^»'^^2^^^^^'s^'^^ 
cubits long and IG broad. ^ 
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Amongst the offerings for the sanctuary were to be rams' 
skins dyed red (Exod. xxy. 5), and the taDernacle itself was 
to be covered with them. (xxvi. 14.) All this was figura- 
tive, setting forth the blood shedding on Calvary. 

For other remarks on offerings, &c., I refer my readers to 
*'My Wanderings,'* Vol. II., p. 292, &c. &c. 

Gtod could not accept of Cain's offering, for it was only 
the fruit of the ground and his own labour ; and the ground 
was cursed because of man, and man was cursed because of 
his sin. It is clear also that Cain had no eye to, nor faith 
in, the shedding of blood, without which there can be no 
remission. 

The priests under the law were not provided with seats. 
They had to stand, signifying that there was work to be done. 
But Christ, having finished his work, for ever sat down at 
the right hand of the Father, showing that his work was 
done. Let us not overlook the fact that Noah was com- 
manded to take into the ark unclean beasts by twos, and 
clean by sevens; or, as the margin reads, *•' seven seven," 
ncieaning male and female. Why was this? Probably one 
to figure each working day of the week, and the seventh, or 
Sabbath, for sacrifice. !N^oah offered sacrifice immediately 
on his emerging from the ark ; and this he could not have 
done, had he had only two of the clean beasts. (Gen. vii. 2 ; 
viii. 20.) 

I may here direct attention to the fact that it was the 
Lord who made the garments and put them upon Adam and 
his wife, the " aprons'* which they had made not being suffi- 
cient to screen them from God's holy, penetrating eye. They 
were man's work, and nothing made or done by man could 
avail hero. So the Lord himself made the garments, and 
put them on Adam and his wife. He was never again to see 
them, as it were, in their unclothed or imperfecuy clothed 
state. Whenever he looked upon them he would see them 
clothed in the garments which he had himself made and put 
upon them; just as it was in the case of Joshua (Zech. iii. 4): 
" I have caused thy iniquity to pass from thee, and I will 
clothe thee with change of raiment." And he thereupon 
gave command to those who stood by to do as he had said. 
Adam had no more hand in his clothing than Joshua had. 
How beautifully do both set forth the robe of righteousness. 
See also Isa. Ixi. 10: *^J£e hath covered me with the robe 
of righteousness." The father of the prodigal son also : 
" Bring hither the best robe, and put it on him." The pro- 
di^sJ bad neither to make the robe nor to put it on. 
Again, In the sacrifice made by Ad»m> \-\ift\iQ^\a^ Qf tlv^ 
animala were given to the Lord, "buml \>^ ^ft> 'v^^^^^ ^^ 
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skins were given to Adam and Eve. This was to show that 
there was reconciliation through the sacrifice. 

At the time that Christ was upon earth, the Romans, who 
lield Jerusalem, were Pagans; and all Pagans^ when ap- 
proaching their respective gods, had to take offerings of 
silver or gold in their hands. It is so with the Hindoos at 
the present time, as well as with the Pagan-liomanists, who 
make their votive offerings to Mary and their patron saints. 
But John, having before his eyes the idolatry and offerings 
of the people, sets forth the Gospel as being as free to the 
willing comer as a fountain of water, without any suoh 
things in their hands. 

The Jewish priests were not always sacriiicing, but the 
fire was always to be ready. So the Lord "waits to be 
gracious,'' and at the time of sacrifice, the prayer of faith, 
answers his people. 

**It is worthy our observation," as Flavel says, '*how 
God made a gradual discovery of Christ from Adam down 
to the New Testament times. It was revealed to Adam that 
Christ should be the Seed of the woman, but it was not re- 
vealed of what nation until Abraham's time, nor of what 
tribe till Jud^, nor of what sex and family till David, nor 
that he should be born of a virgin till Isaiah, nor in what 
town till Micah.'' 

All Jews admit that their fathers believed that the world 
was to last 6000 years, which period was to be divided into 
three parts. The first 2000 years was to be under the law 
of nature, the second under the law of Moses, and the third 
under the law of the Messiah ; and the time that the Messiah 
was expected was the very time when he came ; but as he 
came not as a lung, that is, a worldly king, they would not 
receive him. He might be a priest, he mi^ht be a prophet; 
but he was certainly not in their estimation a king. The 
rabbis now say that the iniquities of the people have com- 
pelled God to let a great part of the third 2000 years pass 
away, so that they are still under the law of Moses ; and they 
utterly forbid the making of any calculation as to when the 
Messiah shall come. What else can they do? 



CHAPTER VIII. 

FREE PARDON.— JUSTIFICATION.—PEACE. 

Fjelee Pabdon^. 
Could a poor slave, under such masters as I have de- 
scribed, ever procure his own freedom ? Impossible ! And 
it is equally impossible foi amoaiiii ^ ^V^XaoJli^^air^^st^ 'ssgeev- 
tually to deliyer hU owi f»\a. TVift\AX^'5«A^^^^^^'^^'«^' 
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and, on the part of the sinner, it is without money and 
without price. 

There was no redemption-price paid to Cyrus by the 
people when he gave them their liberty. It was, on his 
part, a pure act of grace. So neither is there any price 
paid by the Lord's people for their redemption. It is, on 
the Lord's part, a pure act of grace. Those who have any 
money of their own are not manifestively entitled to the 
blessings of that grace. So again, there was no redemption- 

? rice paid to the Egyptians for the release of the Israelites, 
'he Egyptians were not in any way entitled to a ransom- 
price. They had no right, even according to the custom of 
those barbarous days, to hold the people in bondage. They 
had not been bought as slaves nor taken prisoners in war, 
but had had an honourable settlement in the country given 
to them. While, therefore, it was a pure act of grace and 
mercy on the Lord's part to deliver tnem, it was no injus- 
tice to the Egyptians to be compelled to give them up with- 
out price, and even to pay them their wages. And herein 
we see a figure of spiritual deliverance from Satan. There 
was no redemption-price paid to him; for though he holds 
the Lord's people for a time, yet it is not by right but by 
might, until a stronger than he rescues them.- They are 
not his lawful slaves any more than the Israelites were the 
lawful slaves of the Egyptians. It is true that in Jer. xxxi. 
11 we read: "For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ran- 
* somed him froin the hand of him that was stronger than he ;" 
but the word "ransomed" here, both literals and spiri- 
tually, means rescued. As in Deut. vii. 8: "The Lora re- 
deemed the people out of the house of bondmen," — rescued 
them, with a mighty hand and a stretched-out arm. 

There were other peoples in bondage in Egypt at the same 
time as the Israelites were, as is proved by the existing 
monuments in Egypt, which I have many times seen ; but 
the Israelites onlt/ were brought out; they alone are men- 
tioned. And so there are multitudes of others besides the 
Lord's people in bondage to Satan, but the church only is 
set free. (Acts xx. 28.) 

How high does sin rise ? To heaven. Abel's blood cried 
to heaven, and redemption must rise as high, or it cannot 
be effectual. Hence the blood of Christ did rise to heaven. 
His life was not laid down at random, but he died that 
sinners might be pardoned, and live. 

**A rebel 'midst the thunders of Lis throno 
Not I alone I A rebel univtT%tl 
My species up in arms I "Not oiie «TLWDa«\.\ 
Yet for the foulest of the louWi© aki^^V' 
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Call it enthusiasm, if you please; but I believe that a 
man may as verily know that he is born of God, that he 
has been redeemed, that his sins are forgiven, that he has 
been delivered from the bondage of the law, and that he is 
as certain of going to heaven, as that he is in existence. But 
though the man may thus know that God has forgiven him, 
he will never forgive himself. I still speak for myself. He 
will not say, "0! I was held in bondage by the devil, and, 
therefore, could not help sinning." He will not charge his 
sin upon Satan, as Eve did: **The serpent beguiled me;" 
nor yet upon God, as Adam did: '*The woman Thou gavest 
to be with me, she gave me of the tree;" but he wUl put 
his hand upon his mouth, and, like Job, after he had said 
he knew that his Redeemer lived, exclaim, "I abhor my- 
self, and repent, repent in dust and ashes!" "Behold, I am 
vile?" Job was upright before men, and it was in this 
respect that he maintained his integrity before his friends; 
but when he came to speak to his God, he exclaimed, "I 
am vile ! " A man might charge us with committing murder, 
and we might with truth as stoutly deny it as Job denied 
the things i^hich his friends laid to his charge; and this, 
too, without being chargeable with a self-righteous spirit; 
for I cannot agree with those who say Job was a self- 
righteous man, seeing he was only vindicaticg himself 
before men, and speaking only the truth with regard to 
himself; but if charged of the crime by God, whicn of us 
could do otherwise than plead "Guilty?" For though, 
after a brief reflection, however angry we may have been, 
we feel that we would not hurt a worm, have we never 
fretted under a revengeful spirit? And is not this distinctly 
by Christ called murder, according to the spirituality of 
God's law? Job never had been actually guilty of the 
things laid to his charge ; but his three friends appeared to 
be amongst those who think that a man suffers in this 
world only according to his misdeeds, and that, therefore. 
Job must be a hypocrite because trouble had come upon 
him, as Eliphaz said in iv. 7. But the Lord tells them they 
had not spoken of him the things that were right; for what 
he had done was for the trial of Job's faith (xlii. 7), and 
not because Job had professed one thing and acted another. 
"God forbid," said Job, "that I should justify you;" that 
is, that he should acknowledge to them the truth of their 
charges. He never had taken a pledge from his brother 
for nought, or stripped the naked of their clothing. He 
never had refused water to the weary^ o\: 'm^ViJMi\<ijei^\s^'^'«>^ 
from the hungry, (xxii. 6, 1 ."S iaa.^\ia ^"otia ^'^i^^^^^^l^k 
have said " There la none Mk^ \v\m m ^\ VJc.^^^'^^^ ^"^ 
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I die I will not remove my integrity from me. My righteous- 
ness I hold fast/* said Job. **My witness is in "heaven, and 
my record is on high." " Ye yourselves have seen it. Why, 
then, are ye thus altogether vain," or false? (xvi. 19; xxvii. 
5, 6, 12.) And thus, while in each case, when addressing 
his friends, he justifies himself, yet, when addressing God, 
he invariably pleads "Guilty:" **I know that thou wilt 
not hold me innocent. I am wicked." (The word "if" is 
not in the original.) ** Why, then, labour I in vain" £to 
convince these men that I am not]? "If I wash myself 
with snow water, and make my hands never so clean, yet 
shalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mv own clothes ehall 
abhor me." "I have sinned. What shaU I do unto thee, 
thou Preserver of men?" "Thou knowest that I am not 
wicked [in the way these men pretend] ; yet if I be righ- 
teous, I will not lilt up my head" [in thy presence], &c. &c. 
Job could well challenge his friends to compare notes. It is 
a mercy to be able to do so; and I believe it may be done 
without anything like self-righteousness in the sight of 
God. 

Now will a certainty of his being pardoned cause a man 
to live in sin? God forbid! Take a figure which a good 
man in the Church of England once used. Here are two 
women walking along a road. One is exceedingly cleanly, 
not a spot to be seen on her person or clothes; the other the 
very opposite, covered with mud from head to foot. They 
come to a ditch which crosses the road. The one stops and 
looks for stepping-stones, in the hope of getting across, 
without soiling her garments, having the consciousness 
that she is clean; while the other goes right into the mud. 
What does she care about dirt? She cannot be dirtier than 
she is. 

What did Manasseh do when the Lord pardoned him ? 
More wickedness than ever? No; but all he could to undo 
the evil he had done, casting out of the city all the idols 
he had set up. (2 Chron. xxxiii. 15, 16.) And what did 
the gaoler do? While in his sins, he gloried in making the 
feet of the apostles fast in the stocks, and well lashing their 
backs; but when he felt that his sins were forgiven, he 
took the apostles into his house, washed their bleeding 
backs, set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in Gt)a. 

"Jehovah jnst, yet man forgiven, 
Fills and exalts the songB of heaven ; 
And what employs seraphic tongues 
CJaims grateful pardon'd children's songs. 
Can they refrain when Grod dispVoya 
Such ground for love, such themea tox ^x^a^l" 
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JtrSTIFICATIOK'. 

A slave may, as I have shown in another part of this 
work, he set free, or be ransomed by another, or be forgiven 
if he has disobeyed. There is this difference, however, be- 
tween a slave being ransomed from temporal slavery by a 
benefioent benefactor and one being ransomed from eternal 
death by Christ, that whereas the one only escapes the 
punishment of his master, the other not only escapes punish- 
ment, but is really justified. And here is one of the great 
mysteries of the Gospel, how a sinner can be justified. It 
is easy enough to pardon a man. however great his crime ; 
but how can he be Justified ? Only in the same way as he 
is ransomed, by substitution. His Ransomer is also his 
Righteousness, Wisdom, and Sanctification. (1 Cor. i. 30.) 
Well might the apostle say that he was nothing, and that 
Christ was alL 

**He was delivered for our offences," says Paul, "and 
raised again for our justification." Christ^s death secured 
the pardon of his people, but it was not sufficient to justify 
them. Had he not been raised again, they could not have 
been justified; but now they are as free from guilt in the 
sight of God as if they had never sinned. Not that his 
rising again actually justified them ; but it proved that they 
are justified. A man is justified in his own conscience by 
faith, through grace (Tit. iii. 7; Rom. v. 1), in the sight of 
God through Chrisfs righteousness. (Rom. iii. 26.) Ihis is 
the double of which we read in Isa. Ixi. 7 : ** For your shame 
ye shall have double ; and for confusion they shall rejoice 
in their portion. Therefore in their land they shall possess 
the double. Everlasting joy shall be unto them." (See 
also xl.2.) Their redemption is one and their justification 
another, making the double. The blood of Christ secured 
the one, his righteousness and resurrection the other. 

Many stumble at the passage: "Christ was made sin for 
us." But the word "sin" is the same as in the Greek 
translation of the Pentateuch is rendered "sin-offering." 
(See Lev. iv. &.) Christ was offered up and slain as though 
he were the sinner ; and the sinner is justified as though he 
had never sinned. 

But Christ Eves I It was not enough even that he should 
die. Had he remained in the grave, Satan would have held 
him and all his family in captivity for ever. And this was 
what made the apostle ezclaiid, *' Yea, rather^ that is risen 
again;" as though Chrises re8UiTect\ftTi.^R^"t^ ^1 \s^sst?^\sa^- 
portance than even his dea^; au^ (^etV^xs^^S^.^^^"^^^^ 
less; and this the Jews weW kne^r ^\vevi ^«^ 'e.^\.K5^^'^wc 
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upon his tomb for fear his disciples should steal his body, 
and make it appear he had risen again.* 

""Vain the stone, the watch, the seall 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell." 

Without this there could have been no peace, no justifica- 
tion ; but Christ's resurrection proclaimed both for his people. 

**The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is attested bv the 
strongest evidence that can be adduced in favour of any 
ancient fact. He had often foretold his own death and re- 
surrection. There was no doubt that he was really dead. 
Every precaution was taken to prevent his removal bv 
stealth ; yet on the third day the body was missing. In this all 
were ap:reed. The disciples aflBlrmed that he was alive ; but the 
Jews hired the Roman soldiers to aflSa-m that he was stolen 
while they slept, and they succeeded in making many of 
the people believe it. This account of the Jews is attended 
with the following difficulties and absurdities : 1 . The 
Roman guard was composed usually of sixty men, and they 
were stationed at the sepulchre for the express purpose of 
guarding the body of Jesus. 2. The punishment of sleeping 
while on guard was death; and it is perfectly incredible 
that the soldiers should expose themselves in this manner to 
death. 3. The disciples were few in number, unarmed, 
weak, and timid. They had just fled before those who took 
Jesus in the garden ; and how can it be believed that in so 
short a time they should dare to attempt to take away 
from a Roman guard of armed men what that guard 
was expressly set to defend? 4. How could the disciples 
remove the stone and body without awaking one of the 
guard? 5. The regularitv and order of the grave-clothes 
(Jno. XX. 6, 7) show that the body had not been stolen. When 
men rob graves of the bodies of the dead, they do not wait 

* The king's seal impressed upon anything was always con- 
sidered sufficient to protect it, as no man would dare to break 
the seal. So we find that on the sepulchre of Christ a seal was 
put. Doubtless it was Pilate's seal. But when Daniel was cast 
into the den of Uons we find that not only the king's seal but 
the seals of his nobles were also put upon the stone at the mouth 
of the den. Here we find an mstance of faith on the part of 
the king which may not at first strike us. The king set his 
heart upon Daniel, to deliver him ; and when the princes, &c., 
insisted upon his being cast into the den, he said to Daniel, 
" Thy God wiU deliver thee." This being the case, had the 
king's seal only been put upon the den, the nobles would have 
said the king himself had delivered him; but to avoid this, 
so strong wa» his assurance that God would deliver him, that he 
told the nobles to put their seals on also ; so that the king 
lumaelf could not Waer:2Ait him, which he mif^'ht \i«^% 9loti^ by 
Btealtb had hia own seal only been on the Btone. 
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coolly and deliberately to fold up the grave-clothes, and lay 
them carefully by themselves. 6. If the soldiers were 
asleep, how did they, or how could they, know that the dis- 
ciples stole the body away ? If they were awake, why did 
they suffer it? The whole account, therefore, was absurd." 

Though Christ distinctly told his disciples he must be put 
to death, and that he would rise again the third day, they 
did not believe him. Was not this strange? Yet stranger 
still, after that he had been put to death, proving the truth 
of one part, they still did not believe the other, that he 
would rise again. 

"Now in that he died," says the apostle, "he died unto 
sin once." He died under sin and under the sentence of 
the law ; and the law had no more power over him. When the 
sentence of the law had been executed, the law, so to speak, had 
done with him. He died under that sentence, and the law 
had no power, even if so disposed, to raise him up again ; 
but had he not been raised up again, he and all his family 
must have perished everlastiDgly, as all died in him when 
he died. But he raised himself by his own power ^Jnp. x. 
18); and, behold! he liveth, and all his family live m him, 
and are for ever justified and free from the condemning 
power of the law. They are saved from it in this way, 
and they could not possibly have been saved in any other. 

In 1862 four men were tried for murder in Sheffield. 
They were found guilty by the jury, and condemned ; but 
the queen pardoned them. If they were guilty, that act of 
pardon did not make them innocent, though it set them at 
liberty; neither did it make people generally even think 
they were innocent. Nay, though the queen had gone further, 
and given them "bread and salt" at her own table, it woidd 
not have made them innocent, or justified them, if guilty, 
though it would have been an act of great condescension. 

Peace. 

And a sense of justification brings peace: "Therefore, 
being justified by faith, we have peace with God." We have 
it,— liave it now, — 

" Peace, the earnest of salyation ; 
Peace, the fruit of pardon'd sin; 
Peace, that speaks the heavenly Giver; 
Peace, to worldly minds unknown; 
Peace divine, that lasts for ever; 
Peace that comes from God alone.'' 

Why were the two ch^bim made of olive wood? (l Ki. 
vi. 23.) To symbolize peace, «k» \)ii"& ^5&^^ \i3W8i X^^^^a. xa. 'sSSN. 
ages and still is considered S5m\>o\\<»i fii^-w^* '^-'^^^sso. 
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Christ was bom, the angels sang, " Peace on earth," — ^peace 
to Gentile as well as to Jew. 

It is by faith that a sense of oar being justified is brought 
into the conscience; and then have we perfect peace. Our 
faith, if well grounded, justifies us in declaring that we are 
safe, pardoned, and justified. And thus we are justified ex- 
perimentally by, or through, faith. 

David prays that the Lord would hide his face from his 
sins, and blot out his transgressions. ^Ps. li. 9.) It was not 
enough for the Lord merely to turn his back upon his sins, 
for that would leave them still in existence, and the Lord 
might turn and see them again ; but they must be blotted 
out; so that, look where he might, they would not be visible; 
and having the assurance of this in his heart, he enjoyed 
the peace which the world can neither give nor take away. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

When Christ was born, peace was proclaimed: ** Peace on 
earth, good will toward men;" and when he left the world, 
he bequeathed peace: " Peace I leave with you." 



CHAPTER IX.— ENCOUPvAGEMENT. 

Looking Back. 
I HAVE many sweet moments when looking back, at the 
same time that I have often also very many heartburnings. 
Still, I love to look back. I have many times blessed God 
for an affliction (influenza) that compelled me to remove to 
Chelsea, as it was the forerunner of all that I have since 
experienced ; and also for that which sent me to Egypt, as 
it was the means of giving me an insight into Goofs holy 
Word, and of strengthening my faith therein. 

Moses told the Israelites they should remember all the 
way the Lord their God had led them. AH the way,— the 
desert as well as the fruitful valleys; the parched wilderness 
as well as the refreshing waters of the Jordan; up the hill . 
Difficulty one day, and amongst terraced vineyards another; 
their ungrateful murmurings, and their Ebenezers, and little 
hills Mizar; through lire and through water; through tri- 
bulation as well as through the valley of Eshcol ; through 
all, but not to be left in either the one or the other,— neither 
in prosperity nor in adversity. With every trouble, every 
temptation, he will make a way for escape,— not before it, 
but with it. If we are called to pass through fires, we shall 
not be burnt in them, but pass safely through them; if in 
tbe flooda we are beginning to sink, an Almiriity Hand will 
J^e hold of na; if m tho Slough o£ DespoiSL, -^^ d^iSl tvsA, 
'^"^ iar ever in the mire. And to remember t\i^N?«Y ^w^k 
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not mean merely remember it, but remember it with thank- 
fulness. Hence says the psalmist, "He led them forth by 
the right way,"— the right way, — the right way; there was 
no other. The Lord will cause his people to see this, and 
" Praise him for all through which they have pass'd." 

Joseph was sent by his father to seek his brethren. He 
first went to Shechem, sixty miles, and then a man found 
him wandering about, and directed him to Dothan, twenty 
miles more. So he had to go eighty miles before he found 
them. But he did find them, and it was then that they sold 
him into slavery. It was the7i that the foundation was laid, 
though the stones were cross-ways, for his greatness in 
Egypt and the Lord's wonders amongst the people. And all 
Jacoo's family would probably have died of starvation had 
it not been for this; yet, at the time, poor Jacob thought it 
was all sadly against him. So some of us have often 
thought this trouble, or that trial, would certainly work 
against us, that we shall one day fall by the hand of Saul. 
But not so. We have hitherto found all work for our good ; 
and so we shall to the end, if we are real believers. Poor 
Job complaiued that God had hedged him in. (iii. 23.) 
Jeremiah makes a similar complaint. (Lam. iii. 7.) But 
both of them overlooked the fact that the same hedge which 
kept them in kept Satan out. Suppose they had been 
allowed to go out. What then? Was not their enemy on 
the look-out? The same wall of fire which surrounds the 
Lord's people is at once their protection and the terror of 
the wild beasts; and the walls of water which enabled the 
Israelites to pass over the Red Sea dryshod destroyed the 
Egyptians when the walls tumbled down ; yet how terrified 
the Israelites were when they first saw the Egyptians follow- 
ing them. So, let us look back. Have we not great cause 
to bless God that we were sometimes hedged in? 

If we look upon our distresses Or afflictions as arising from 
natural causes onlv, though doubtless natural causes often 
lead to them, we shall look only to natur^ causes for deli- 
verance or recovery, and shall not be humbled under our 
trials; but if we are enabled to see a Father's hand in them, 
we shall lie passive, and look to him for deliverance. If not 
deceived, I have had moments when I have been able to 
leave both body and soul in God's hands ; as when in Jeru- 
salem in 1864, for instance, almost without hope of ever 
seeing my native land again; yet at other times 1 have felt 
afraid of meeting the slightest pain. 

I once told a person in Bedfordshire, I was not a^wt^ ^^ 
a single cross- providence tVi«A, ^t^«»^^ -vsc^^^s. \£i&^ ^"^ *C^is&. 
was l&ely to do bo. T\ie \%t^ ivaxX. ^^^> ^^^ ^ss?i ^'^Sswass^ 
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home, I was served with, a writ, and a short time afterwards 
with another from another party, hoth being occasioned by 
the ignorance of my lawyers. I then thought I saw a world 
of trouble before me, but was brought through all without 
serious damage. My comfortable nest had been, however, 
stirred up, and I found a thorn at the bottom. I often look 
back upon this circumstance. 

Fretting and murmuring never lighten afflictions, but 
rather make them heavier. It is kicking against the pricks, 
or goads, as an ox drawing a plough sometimes does.* Paul 
had proved this; therefore he said he counted it all joy to 
be afflicted. PauFs thorn in the flesh, — the messenger of 
Satan,! was sent after he had been in the third heavens, 
lest he should be exalted above measure. He felt his prone- 
ness to be lifted up with pride ; therefore he gloried in his 
infirmities, because they were the means of keeping him 
humble. 

We often set down as troubles, and really make into 
troubles, simple disappointments, when it is merely the 
Lord taking "vengeance on our inventions.*' (Ps. xcix. 8.) 
In our eyes they look so beautiful. But all our bubbles 
must burst, and they ivill burst, as surely as a child's bubble 
bursts which is made of soap suds, though it was so beau- 
tiful, reflecting all the colours of the rainbow. The Empress 
Catherine of Russia once caused a palace to be built of ice, 
which in Russia, in the winter, is always of immense thick- 
ness; and the structure is said to have been a most gorgeous 
sight, displaying prisms and crystals of every kind and 
colour, as the sun, which, winter and summer in Russia, is 
often cloudless, shone upon it; but when the summer* s sun 

* I once saw sixty ploughs at work in one field. Every man 
holding a plough held in his hand a goad, with which to keep 
the oxen moving, as also in a right path. The goads varv in 
length from 7 ft. to 10 ft. Here is a representation of one I had 
in my possession. The top part, which is heavy, is to clean the 
plough, and the point is for goading. It is much worn, being 
an old one. 



When Solomon says, " The words of the wise are as goads," 
he means, to keep us in a right path, by correcting us, or prick- 
ing our consciences, when we are tempted to go astray to the 
right hand or the left. 
f The Jews call the corruptions of our nature the messenger 
of the bottomleaa pit; and probably Paul referred to them in 
^Oor. xii. 7, aa "the messenger of Satan," wToich. the^ really 
ajad truly are. In verse 9 he calls them laiB vn&xm\i«>B, wA. 
^^adeg to the same 'in Gal. iv. 13, 14. 
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beffan to make his appearance, the palace was soon dis- 
solved, and went down with the flood, until lost in the sea. 

I rarely go into a factory, as I sometimes do when in the 
north of England, but I look with wonder at the machinery. 
There are the cogs, the bevels, the eccentrics, the riggers, 
the drums, the cylinders, the shafts, the straps, the mules, 
the throstles, the lathes, the shuttles, the rollers, and what 
not; some turning or moving one way and some another, 
yet all work together to accomplish one end, — to produce 
the yarn and the cloth. And there is one machine which is 
called the devil. This tears up the raw material, loosens 
the hard lumps, and shakes out the dirt, there being a set of 
spikes, or teeth, or willows as they are called, working as 
they whirl rapidly round into another set which are fixed. 
And thus, on looking back, we can say, ** Hitherto all our 
trials have worked to bring one desired end." The hard 
lumps of pride must be broken, and the rags of self-con- 
fidence torn to shreds. Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. 

" He wounds to heal; bis frowns are friends; 
His strokes severe most kind." 

This is often not by a single stroke, a single affliction, 
but he adds sorrow to sorrow. (Jer. xlv. 3.) Said Jacob, 
** Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and ye will take Benja- 
min also." But he did not see the bright cloud; as Job 
says : ** Men see not the bright light which is in the cloud. 
Fair weather cometh out of the north," or cold, as the 
word *' north " means. There may be a strong wind, enough 
to make our faith quiver again ; there may be an earth- 
quake, to shatter our fleshly hopes to pieces ; there may be 
a flre to bum up all that is dear to us ; but the still small 
voice is sure to follow. The Lord will be in it, and the roar- 
ing tempest shall be lulled to sleep, the fire shall burn 
nothing but dross, the floods only carry away the rubbish. 

Jacob, however, on looking back, said God had fed him 
all his life long, and redeemed [preserved] him from all evil. 
And in sincerity of heart I can say the same. 

Is it possible? — it is not possible, while my reason is con- 
tinued, to forget the blessing I experienced the latter end of 
1871 and early part of 1872, after the sudden death of my 
only daughter, leaving two young children, and the death, 
eleven days afterwards, of her beloved mother. It was the 
sorest temporal trial I ever experienced in my life, except, 
perhaps, the loss of my dear father in 1844. Both wife 
and daughter were taken to glory; and, as I stated in the 
"Gospel Standard" for Feb., 1872, the trial was sq b\5«.%^^ 
to me, that for more than t\iteft N^^^^^Va.^ ^Jsmv^^ ^^'^^^^x 
tezrupted peace ; and felt t\iat 1 ^wjXjSl €tiOv>5^ ^ns^l^^^^v^ 
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triumph, "Glory, honour, praise, and power be unto the 
Lamb for ever. Jesus Christ is my Redeemer. Hallelujah!" 
Never can I forget how those precious psalms, xlvi., and 
Ixxxvi,, filled my whole soul! 0! What an unspeakable 
mercy to have our trials thus sanctified to our souPs good, 
and to be enabled to say, " Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in thy sight."* 

"While gazing on the cloud 
That gathers o'er my bead, 
Dark thoughts within nie crowd, 
And fill my soul with dread. 
My heart anticipates the worst, — 
Some fearful storm about to burst. 

" But ! How good and kind, 
How faithful and how true. 
Is He who leads the blind 
In paths they never knew. 
He goes before, and makes a way, 
Turns grief to joy, and night to day." 
God does not afflict willingly, that is, unnecessarily; but 
for his children's profit. In Deut vii. 9 he is said to be a 
faithful God that keepeth covenant; and one clause in that 
covenant is, *' If my children forsake my laws, I will visit 
their transgressions with the rod ; " and he could not be 
faithful if he did not do so. Hence says the psalmist, 
" Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me." Parents are not 
faithful to their children if they do not correct them. But 
another part of the covenant is that he will not take away 
his loving-kindness, and that he will hear the prayer of 
the^destitute. 

I look back, too, with gratitude, to 1835, when it was put 
into my heart to originate, assisted by my father, the ** Gos- 
pel Standard," which has, [ believe, been blessed to thousands. 
O that it may continue to bo so for generations to come ! 

From the hills of Malvern, as in many other parts of our 
own dear land,t there is a delightful prospect; but, there ! 
When I was last there I could not view it. Why ? Be- 
cause I was too weak to ascend the hills. So here, I some- 
times see nothing but hills before me, and forget that it 
may not be necessary for me to ascend them, and that, if it 
be, God has promised strength equal to the day. 

* I desire that the following verse by my father be put upon 
my tomb : " For me Christ sued his preciotis blood ; 
For me He in the winepress trod; 
He magnified the Law lor me, 
And I for ever am set free." 

t We may not have any Niagara Falls or Mississippi rivers; 
Alpine mountains, or Eshcol valleys; but 
'* England, dear old England, Is quite goo3L euovx^ioxm^:' 
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What a mercy it is to be able to endure chastening, to 
endure it patiently, under a sense of our deserving it ! But 
no thanks are due to us for that I So, asks Peter, " What 
glory is it if, when ye be buffeted *' (or pummelled, as it 
means, as a Roman master would sometimes pummel his 
slaves) "for your faults,'' &c. (1 Pet. ii. 20.) 

Looking Forward. 

We look for a City, saith the apostle, which hath founda- 
tions, whose Builder and Maker is G-od.* 

It has been well said that God never takes anything away 
from his children without giving them something better ; 
and he keeps them, — how long? right through tribulation 
unto salvation. He never stops short of that. How sharp, 
yet how blessed was that trial, that bereavement, which 
first drove us to cry for mercy ! 

It is certain that nearly all the apostles were martyred ; 
yet what fruit, in the hands of God, has sprung from their 
blood ! So said Latimer to his fellow-martyr Ridley, when 
at the stake, **We shall this day light such a candle, by 
God's grace, in England, as, I trust, shall never be put 
out." This was looking forward. 

God never yet brought down a man under a true sense of 
sin, but he raised him up. Hence he says, **I wound and 
I heal. But the wounding and the killing must come first. 

Well ; I trust some of us, having been killed to all hope in 
ourselves, are looking forward to that blessed hope and the 
glorious appearing of Jesus Christ. 

I have in previous pages shown how I was convinced of 
sin, how I was held in bondage under the law, and how I 
was set free and mauifestively pardoned; also how I was 
subsequently taken captive and delivered from captivity. 
I have not given an account of myself for any other man to 
measure himself by it. I will not set up a standard for any 
man, — how deep his convictions ought to be, or how exulting 
his deliverance; for I am persuaded hardly any two pardoned 
ones can be found whose experience is precisely alike. It 
is a mercy to be made to feel that we are great sinners, 

* The allusion, or comparison, here is to the tents used by 
the nomades and travellers in general in the East. They are 
supported merely by poles, stuck into the ground, and can bo 
removed in a few minutes. They have no foundations. But 
the City for which we are looking hath foundations, and can 
never be removed. The Builder is God, and every stone upon 
the foundation he Rocurely lays with his own hands. And he 
is the Maker also. I believe one allusion here is that he is the 
Furnisher. He furnishes with " grace an!^ ^^^" •sk^&^-'^s^^x^fc 
hath built. 
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to abhor ourselves on account of our sins, to cry to God 
for mercy, to find pardon manifested to our souls, and to 
look forward to the mansions prepared for us. 

** All things are yours," said the apostle. All things, — 
adversity as well as prosperity ; but, bless the Lord, pros- 
perity as well as adversity ; for God hath set the one over 
against the other. (Ecc. vii. 14.) ** Weeping may endure 
for a night, but singing cometh in the morning." (Ps. xxx. 
5, margin.) ** They that sow in tears shall reap in joy." 
(Ps. cxxvi. 5.) " Heaven," as Rutherford says, ** is stamped 
upon the hell of the saints; life is written' in their death; 
their grave and dead corpses are hot, and do breathe out life 
and glory ; their ashes and dust smell of immortality and 
resurrection to life. Even when Christ is gone from the 
church, he leaveth a pawn or pledge behind him, as love- 
sickness for the want of him.'* (Cant. ii. 5.) So, though we 
may endure mourning for the night, we are encouraged to 
look forward to the morniug song. 

When Stephen was stoned, his murderers saw nothing 
but his death ; but he saw heaven opened, and the Son of 
Man standing with open arms to receive him. So when the 
women came to the sepulchre with spices, they said, ** Who 
shall roll us away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?" 
But they found that it was rolled away already. (Mark xvi. 
3, 4.) And, looking into the sepulchre, they expected to 
see. nothing but death; but, instead of that, they saw two 
angels, the representatives of heaven, and not death at all. 

I remember, years ago, when riding outside a stage coach 
in Derbyshire, wondering how the horses would ever be 
able to pull the coach up a certain steep hill just ahead of 
us. It appeared to be at an angle of 70 or 80 degrees ; but 
as we drew nearer, the hill proved to be not half so steep as 
it had appeared at a distance ; and over it we went. And is 
not this the case with all our diflSlculties and troubles ? The 
anticipation of them is often far more painful than the 
realization. We are to be brought through them. The 
mountains are levelled into plains, and the deep gorges 
raised to even ground. The rolling waves are lulled into 
sleep. With the disciples (Jno. vi. 15-21) the storm was on 
a lake; and as a minister 1 once heard in Wales said, *'A11 
our storms are only on a lake, not on the great sea." 

In the strength of the Lord we may have overcome innu- 
merable troubles ; yet we sometimes flee from the shadow 
of a straw which we see before us, just as was the case with 
JDavid. He had ranguished thousands of enemies, yet he 
J^(^ from his own son, a mere vouth. 
There are and must he trials; but tibexe mYL^i^ «^^fe\& 
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with, those trials ; yet we are not to live on those sweets. 
The church is to feed amongst the lilies, not upon them. 
(Cant. ii. 16.) Indeed, our Master will see that, whatever 
sweets we may have, we shall have bitters enough to keep 
us from long fancying that this is our home, and to cause us 
frequently to cry to him. And, apart from our own expe- 
rience, let us not lose sight of the numberless instances we 
have recorded in the Bible of the Lord appearing for his 
people in answer to prayer when in trouble. Then why, 
ah ! why indeed, should we fear to look forward ? 

The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs. One reason 
might be, as is often stated, to symbolize tribulation, or 
bitter sorrow; but I think the main reason was to create an 
appetite, and to prevent sickness which might arise from 
the richness of the food. Yet many would prefer the lamb 
Avithout the herbs ; but that is not the Lord's way of ensur- 
ing health, in a spiritual sense in our onward journey. 

We cannot help being cast down by reason of the way, 
not only because of our trials, but of our shortcomings; but 
if we had no trials, we should not need comfort, if no short- 
comings no mercy, if no fears no words of encouragement; 
but to those who are rightly cast down, cheering words will 
come, as we need them. 

A sick man will readily, often indeed greedily, take the 
medicine prescribed by his physician, believing in its effi- 
cacy ; but now seldom we can believe in the efficacy of trials, 
though the great Physician has assured his people that he 
will lay upon us no greater trouble than we shall be able to 
bear, and that a blessing shall follow. When Jacob blessed 
Ephraim, he did it cross-handedly, as you will see in Gen. 
xlviii. ; and though Joseph tried to remove his father's hand, 
exclaiming, " Not so, my father," yet Jacob replied, ** I 
know it, my son;" and he repeated the words, "T Know it,'* 
and he would not have his hand removed ; and Ephraim got 
the blessing. So the blessing will come, though it be given 
cross-handedly, in a way through tribulation, in a way we 
little expect. 

Then why should we shrink from tribulation, from storm 
or flood ? It is easy enough for me to ask the question; but 
dare I answer it? A garden cannot produce anything but 
weeds unless it be turned over by the spade, and seed sown ; 
neither can any man bringfortn fruit acceptable to God if 
left in his natural state. We may try to remove the hand 
that holds the spade, or to turn it another way ; but in vain. 

The psalmist says, "Unto the upright there ariaetk lv^vt» 
in darkness." And so tkei© do««. Ttia XJ^i^jSsa'^ ^^ssoS*.^ — 
the most fearfully-black ttixxiLdeT.<i\o^\>\^^^^'^^^ -^^iSsssss^i^ 
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streak of light. la the very darkest night there la always 
light in the horizon. 

" Yes; though our cup seems fill'd with gall, 
There's something secret sweetens all." 

Were there no clouds, there could he no rain ; and were 

there no rain, there would be no fruitfulness. Even the 

rainbow is formed by the rays of the sun reflected by the 

rain-drops falling from the aark clouds, which perhaps had 

sorely frightened us. Yet how beautiful that rainbow ! 

"_Many a fine garden would lie waste, 
Did not a tear-storm o'er it roll." 

"Your peace," the Lord says, ** shall flow like a river; " 
yet that very river is formed by the rain-drops falling from 
the dark clouds. So again he says, "My doctrine shall 
drop as the rain." How is that ? Sometimes gently, re- 
freshingly; sometimes heavily, so as to be really lelt; some- 
times like '* a sweeping rain " (Pr. xxviii. 3) ; but when 
the storm is over, it is certain to oe succeeded by sunshine, 
the ** clear shining after rain." Indeed, the Lord said, 
*' When I bring a cloud over the earth, my bow shall be 
seen in the cloud " (Gen. ix. 14), not in advance or the rear 
of it ; but in it. 

Paul was, perhaps, in some senses, one of the happiest men 
that ever lived. He tells us that, though he was sorrowful, 
he was always rejoicing; though he had nothing, yet he 
possessed all things. And how inuch he suffered! How 
much Peter and others of the apostles suffered ! Yet all is 
summed up in one word, — ** light afflictions;" light as a 
feather, and working out a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. what encouragement! 

There can be no rainbow, as I have said, without cloud, 
or rain, or mist; but there may be rain without a rainbow, 
if the sun shine not upon it. So there may be afflictions 
without heaven, as afflictions are the lot of all; but there 
can be no heaven without afflictions, and the sun shining 
upon them. There are few, if any, without crosses or 
losses; but it is a sad mark against us if they do not work 
some good for us. **lf we got good out of our prosperity, 
we should not need so much adversity. If we could gather 
from a kiss all the good that we really need, we shoind not 
so often smart under the rod. If we do not gather wisdom 
from vines and fig-trees, we must be taught it with briers 
and thorns." How soon would all Egypt become desert, 
were it not for the melting snows under the equator, form- 
jng- the majestio Nile I David would not, could not, have 
penned Pa, ui,, had he not been made to i^i^^ itom A.baa- 
Jom; nor xviJl, nor Ivii., nor lxiii.> liiai \ift txo\. >i^u ^«t- 



SLAVEEY, CAPTIVITY, ETC. 148 

seouted by Saul; yet poor David had to flee for his life. 
Even on the Mount of Transfiguration the disciples were 
afraid when the cloud overshadowed them, though it was 
a bright cloud; but, to remove their fears, they heard the 
cheering words: '^This is my beloved Son." 

It was a cloud which went with the Israelites when 
crossing the great desert; yet that very cloud guided them, 
kept them from wandering into the territories of the un- 
friendly Arabians, who would probably have destroyed 
them, and also secured them from the burning rays of the 
sun, as we read in the Psalms: ''He spread the cloud for a 
covering." (Ps. cv. 39.) 

" Often the clouds of deepest woe 
So sweet a message bear, 
Dark though they seem, 'twere hard to find 
A frown of anger there." 

A life of perpetual sunshine means a life of perpetual 
indolence. LocHt at the people of Egypt, wliere there is 
almost continual heat and very little rain; how indolent 
thev are! How, to this day, they loll upon their divans, 
witn pillows under their arm-holes! (Ezek. xiii. 28.) They 
never see the rainbow, as they rarely see rain. But often 
when we see rain, or mist, we look forward for a rainbow. 

How are we going on now ? Are we resting on our past 
experience, and thinking we must be right because we have 
had such and such deliverances, and revelations, and mani- 
festations ? If we are, we are not very lively in the divine 
life, though we may be alive. I love to look back upon the 
way the Lord has led me ; but I am frequently constrained 
to look at the present and forward also ; and then it is, 
conscious of my failings, — my worldly-mindedness, my luke- 
warmness, my hastiness of temper, my lightness of mind, 
my continual wanderings in eye, lip, and life, as well as in 
heart ; then it is, having daily experience of the truth of 
Jer. xvii. 9, that I often have to search my heart, and beg 
of God to search it also, and earnestly to pray, '* Hold thou 
me up, and I shall be safe;" then it is that I desire to ex- 
perience more of the Redeemer's love to me, and to feel more 
real love to him. I know well that Satan can drive fast 
if he once gets fairly hold of the reins, and, therefore, I 
earnestly desire tiiat my heart may be united, not divided ; 
for day and night Satan goes about the city, and upon the 
walls thereof. 

When I speak of tribulation, I do not mean ordinary 
trials, losses, or afflictions ; for thea^ ttx^ \Jsv^ ^orsaMissvO^si^ ^^ 
all; but, &s I have elsewKete said., \r!^i\3X^NAa^ ^"^ ^'^^C.c^ 
man may, on the one hand, W?e gt«>^\, ^®:vi^iSss^«^^^*^'^ 
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trials in business, and heavy losses of property, so as to 
make him almost distracted, yet have no mbulation of soal; 
while, on the other hand, he may for a long period be free 
from affliction of body, and have no serious loss of property, 
yet have deep exercises of soul. Let me again speak for 
myself. I have for some time, though rarely free from 
pain, been blessed with a greater measure of bodily health 
than for many years previously; I have, during the like 
time, bad losses of personal property, but these nave heeh 
made up by an increase in the value of my real property,-^ 
the whole increase of which, and more, I believe, I have 
been led to give to the Lord's poor; I have had inward 
happiness which calls for my loudest gratitude. And yet, 
during the like period, I have had more real tribulation 
than at any other time since 1847. This has not been caused 
by the pamphlets, and squibs, and letters that have been 
written against me, or the malignity, and railing, and false 
accusations that have been vomited forth, simply because I 
have been enabled firmly to contend for the truth; for I 
have looked upon all these things merely as the result of 
unrestrained men giving vent to their natural dispositions; 
and they have, therefore, had. no more effect upon me than 
they would have had had they been levelled against my 
little house-dog. But my tribulation often arises from look- 
ing forward. Though now and then I am favoured to feel 
that I am firm upon the Rock, yet I find it no light matter 
to think of Eternity, — yea, a more and more weighty one 
the longer I live. Two or three weeks ago, my brain having 
been excessively overworked, I felt a dizziness in my head 
on several consecutive mornings; and one morning I fell 
down from the effects of that dizziness. As I was falling, 
that hymn of my dear father's rushed into my mind: 
" Pause, my soul, and ask the question, 
Art thou ready to meet God? " 
Indeed, the hymn has for months been more or less upon 
ray mind. And a solemn hymn it is. 0! To meet God I 
Think of it! Think of it! And while we look back, and 
remember the way the Lord has led us, may we be enabled 
to look forward to that Book of Remembrance which the 
Lord has for those who have thought upon his Name. 

If the Lord will bless this edition as I am assured he did 
the previous one to many, to Him be all the praise. 

Erratum. — Page 48 there is a serious error. The last para- 
graph Bhould begin, " Ephraim and Manasseh," omitting the 
previous pari, — "In Acts vii. 8," &c. 
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